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of Cutting crew’ S "(1 Just) Died in Your Arms." heartfelt songs of devotion and sacrifice. 


ap. 


RicDeate BLAST 
wv 


DISTRIBUTED IN canapaey ey Bill 


Available in stores or go to www.nuclearblastusa.com for online ordering or for more info and MP3’: 


— 


ww 


Gothenburg are 
back with a 
devastating 
new album! 


| The dark lords of 
yw 


( 


N TOWNSEND BAND 


ACCELERATED EVOLUTION 


fee of Stratenic wnfinence” “scratching at the Surface" 


 GUSTARAOWE., oy _ DEREK*SHERMEA 
tae EA. srauun *- Se atack oon ve 


et . . . 
- 
> INSDEQZIA INSIDE: 1601 ante ille Rd., 2nd Pints pure mPA Sic 
Fax: (412) 56165440 ¢ wy 


ime Msic cor * info@insideoutmusic.com 


HOT FLASHES OF HEAVINESS ...........6 
HELLOWEEN, 
HALFORD, 

NAIL WITHIN, 
DREAM EVIL, 
JUDAS PRIEST, 
POISONBLACK, 
GRAVE DIGGER, 
CORPORATION 187, 
RAPTURE, 
LULLACRY, 
SOLACE, 

THE DEFACED, 

SIR HEDGEHOG 


LIFE IN BLACK ............. oe00ee 20 


ROCK INA HARD PLACE ............22 
FOGHAT, 

ANIMAL, 

YARDBIRDS & RIFF NOTES 


4 | Contents 


ZAKKSWNLDE Ss 010 0 jaicisseiaiarele acetate aiarecoie 28 
voIvoD.. 

HAUNTED....... een eenececeeecsen Bl 
MARDUK nc sic iis ces ce ce cioeaniecens 34 
OVERKILL ......... 

OLD MAN’S CHILD 38 
CHILDREN OF BODOM...... eeeeeese GO 
APOCALYPTICA ..........04% saseees 42 
HEAVEN'S CRY/ANDROMEDA........ 44 


KOVENANT/ARKHON INFAUSTUS .... 48 


Brave Rarities..........cccsseeeees 5° 
Hardwares .. +54 
Brave Underground.............++5 61 
Metal Forecast..............seee006 62 
BRAVEIPIEKS  ciae'sed sees erences sie) OG 


< 


| 
: 
‘ 
4 


Editor In Chief 
Tim Henderson (metaltim@bravewords.com) 


Senior Editor 
Martin Popoff (martinp@inforamp.net) 


Senior Writers 

Carl Begai (Germany - carlbegaibwbk@yahoo.ca) 
Mark Gromen (U.S.A. - MGromen@aol.com) 
Aaron Small (Canada - asmall@arvotek.net) 
Chris Bruni (Canada - cbruni@istar.ca) 

David Perri (hume2112@total.net) 

Mitch Lafon (Canada - angeloface@aol.com) 


Staff Writers 

Allan Grusie (agrusie@rogers.com) 

Greg Pratt (demento@islandnet.com) 
Alex S. Johnson (TROLLEYDOGS@aol.com) 


mn & Visual Mayhem 
Hugues Laflamme (pilgrim@bravewords.com) 
Angie Aue (angie@bravewords.com) 


Staff Photographers 
Mark Gromen (MGromen@aol.com) 
Mitch Lafon (angeloface@aol.com) 


Web Masters 
Hugues Laflamme (pilgrim@bravewords.com) 
Blaise Laflamme (blaise@laflamme.org) 


Accounts Manager / Finance Officer 

Jackie Short (jack@bravewords.com / jacx666@istar.ca) 
Administration 

Scott Cairns (scott@bravewords.com) 

KnuckleTracks CD 

mastered by Jasun Mark (jasun1@sympatico.ca) 


BW&BK 6-Pack Weekend Director 
Mark Gromen A Tcroeneantron) 


BW&BK On-line Contributors: 
Canada: Mike Drew (aormike@yahoo.co.uk), 
Mitch Joel (mitch@airborne-e.com) 


U.S.: Tim Wadzinski (tsw512@yahoo.com) 


James Bickers (james@seaoftranquility.org) 
Chris Smith (xngrocteennet net) 


Kurt Torster (courtesy of SFK - ktorster@yahoo.com) 
Clay Marshall (ClayMarshall@aol com) 


Australia: John Dokken (northwest@ozramp.net.au) 
Japan: Hiroyuki Kodaira 


Brazil: Eduardo de Souza Bonadia (strikemag@ig.com.br), 
Vitor Bonesso (Backst Radio Show - backstage@regra.net), 
Fernando Souza Filho -k Brigade - rockbrigade@sti.com.br) 


atoms SUBSCRIPTION INFO 


10 Iss 
Canada 
U.S. s 
Int t a 8 S. funds 


anadian funds 


snada payable 


lable 
1 Order 
9) 


No portion or contents of Brave Words & Bloody Knuckles may 
be reproduced without prior permission from the publisher and 
pertinent author(s). Entire contents copyright 2003 by Brave 
Words & Bloody Knuckles. 


BRAVEWOROS.com ¢ BWBK.com 


BYWBK 


NORTH AMERICA 


BW&BK U.S. 
PO Box 5015, 


BWE&BK Canada 


368 Yonge Street 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada Massena, NY 
MsB 155, 13662-5015 
Phone 416.229.2966 USA 
Fax 416.586.0819 

E-mail 


General: bwbk@inforamp.net 
METAL News: metalnews@bravewords.com 
Subscriptions: subscriptions@bravewords.com 


ZAKK WYLDE'S 


LABEL SOCIETY | 


BOOK OF SHADOWS 


coming soon: BOOZED, BROOZED & BROKEN BONED. First Ever DVD! 


get into it. 
music. movies. more. 


www.HMY.com 


t's been more than two years since 
Helloween’s last studio album, The Dark 
Ride. Unsure whether to retain the tra- 
ditional, uptempo sing-a-long speed metal 
or explore mid-tempo, crunchy territory, 
the band split in two directions. The 
departure of longtime guitarist Roland 
Grapow and drummer Uli Kusch, left 
founding members Michael Wiekath and 
bass player Markus Grosskopf, along with 
singer Andi Deris, searching for fresh 
meat while striving to meet Nuclear 
Blast’s recording deadline. Enter six- 
stringer Sascha Gerstner, a young Brooke 
Shields look-a-like, formerly of Freedom 
Call. Along with ex-Metalium/Kingdom. 
Come drummer Mark Cross, the band 
prepared to record the new album in 
Deris’ Mi Sueno Music studio, in sunny 
Tenerife, off the western coast of Africa. 
Like every other band whose members are 
past their late twenties, Helloween 
announced the new material would be “back to their roots.” 

Nearly two dozen handpicked European journalists were 
flown to the Spanish-owned island, for a listening session in Andi’s 
basement. A bus ride takes the assemblage to the suburbs outside 
the capital city of Santa Cruz. After a harrowing few minutes head- 
ed downhill, wondering if the brake fluid would prevent us from a 
premature visit to the depths of the Atlantic Ocean, the driver stops 
outside a small garden where the relaxing members of Helloween 
recover in cigarette smoke. It's immediately evident that Cross’ 
pumpkin days are already history. Stefan Schwarzmann, a veteran 
from the German metal scene (including Running Wild, Accept and 
U.D.0.), is introduced as the new skinsman. Cross got ill before 
actually starting the recording and to make the soap opera even 
more complex, Schwarzmann is also absent from the final product, 
only playing on the b-sides! It was none other than Mikkey Dee, the 
drumming power cell for Motorhead, who got to enjoy the Tenerife 
sun late. 

The permanently tanned Deris served as DJ, airing the new 
platter, and WOW, the percussive upgrade leaps from the speakers. 
Never have the drums sounded so powerful! Helloween 2003 is 
pure energy, and there’s no doubt that Mikkey Dee makes the band 
shine like your cat after a nuclear war. The Swede grooves like no 
other. Too bad (for the Hamburg natives), that his allegiance 
resides with Lemmy. The album opens with, ‘Just A Little Sign’ 
leaving no doubt Helloween is back. The Deris-penned cut is fast, 
yet melodic, in other words, a traditional number by the band that 
created the European speed metal movement. With an Iron 
Maiden-inspired sing-a-long, the infectious melody grabs you after 
just one listen. Even late into the night, the tune wouldn't exit my 
head. Excessive alcohol consumption couldn't dislodge the ditty 
either. As the first single, ‘Just A Little Sign’ is destined to be a 
future live classic. 

‘Open Your Life’ comes next, another song written by the 
host/landlord, along with newcomer Gerstner, who was absent 
from the press junket, due to prior commitments with his Top 40 
band, back home in Germany. The song is rather symphonic, 
minus some of Andi’s vocal rasp. Time for a Weikath tune, actual- 
ly called ‘The Tune’. The eminent guitar player became the band’s 
creative “savior” after Kai Hansen left, so “Weiki” is used to shoul- 
dering pressure. ‘The Tune’ is structured slightly differently than its 
predecessors, though it retains the Helloween trademark. A solid 
song, even if it's a bit odd that Deris, who joined the pumpkins in 
1995, keeps writing the more traditional works, while Weikath, who 
penned some of the band’s most classic material, now opts for new 
directions. 

‘Never Be A Star’, which features an audience bootlegged 
from Brazil, possesses a commercial side. Upon first listen, the 
Deris number struck me as a sure first single, but given the luke- 
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Rabbit Flies Free! 


warm reception to The Dark Ride in some quarters, Helloween 

has to play it safe this time, meaning the aforementioned ‘Just A 
Little Sign’ is a wise choice. ‘Liar’ is a Grosskopf/Deris creation, fast 
and aggressive. The record sports loads of traditional Helloween 
guitar work, and there’s no doubt that Sascha Gerstner has grown 
into a pumpkin. ‘Sun 4 The World’ is another of his contributions, 
co-written by Deris, This was one of the few tracks which failed to 
make an instant impression, bearing in mind the gathering of crit- 
ics were afforded just a lone listen 

Time for a ballad and ‘Don't Stop Being Crazy’ is one of Mark 
Cross’ recordings. The pedestrian number begins with a mellow 
verse, gradually getting heavier, around the chorus, with a hint of 
the symphonic. Another word scribbled in my note book is “rich.” 
Generally, | find this to be the best produced Helloween album. It's 
aD that requires some effort and a little extra attention from the 
istener, which leads me to the next Weikath number. ‘Do You Fee! 
Good’, another one not immediately emblazoned into my subcon- 
scious, is a happy song, with a positive vibe, and a lot of keyboards. 
Perhaps Weiki’s contributions are what will make the album some- 
thing special over time. Time will tell. 

Back to Markus Grosskopf, who thus far has seen most of 
his songs reserved for b-sides. ‘Hell Was Made In Heaven’ shows 
he can pen material just as commercial as Deris can. This w 
an excellent choice for a single in Japan. Hats off to the curly 
stringer for this one! ‘Back Against The Wall’ is a rare collaborat 
between Deris and Weikath, which means great things are exp 
ed. However, it’s another tune that, upon first listen, strikes one as 
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STOP The Presses! 


Helloween’s Rabbit Don’t Come Easy will be released in a jewel case and there will be a 
pak available which will include the bonus track ‘Far Away’. The first 


single off the album, ‘Just A Little Sign’, 


(written by Andi Deris; a fast, traditional 


Helloween track, sources say) will be released on April 7 in Europe. Covers of ‘Sheer 
Heart Attack’ (QUEEN) and ‘Fast As A Shark’ (ACCEPT) are the b-sides for the single. 


About the record, singer Andi Deris commented recently: “ 


‘ou will realize it music- 


wise and lyric-wise as it’s all more positive, whereas The Dark Ride was more experi- 
mental and as the title says, dark; it was an excursion to a land that we have never been 
to before. It was something that was a combination of ideas from the record label and the 
management to have a dark album so we made one. This doesn’t mirror the band and | think the new album is definitely 


100% Helloween.” 


In other news, the band have officially replaced drummer Mark Cross (ex-METALIUM) with ex-RUNNING 
WILD/ACCEPT skinsman Stefan Schwarzmann. Cross was struck with the Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) late last year and his 
drum tracks on the forthcoming Helloween record were laid down by MOTORHEAD's Mikkey Dee. 


Watch for a full feature in BW&BK #69! 


Containing four "lost" songs and ambient remixes of those same songs, Messiah is a dark, chilling 
glimpse inside the mind of one of heavy music's most revered martyrs. Messiah faultlessly 
Captures the utter strength and forward-thinking vision of GODFLESH, while the record's remixes 
Stretch glistening, electronic skins over the original tracks' skeletons. Relapse Records 
proudly resurrects Messiah, giving long-time GODFLESH worshippers a precious memento, while laying 
to rest this omnipotent musical beast. www.avalancheinc.co.uk 
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LEED AGORAPHOBIC NOSEBLEED's Ajiared States of Aneta 


isg]@0 nit BF pure acid-grind! Delivering completely inhuman music with a 
consummate disregard for its listener, this 100 song 3" CD instantaneously 


shatters your nerves and makes a bull's—eye of your mind. 
k 100 song Ltd ed. 3°CD Also available Frozen Corpse Stuffed with Dope www.agoraphobicnosebleed.com 


Shut your windows, lock your doors and hold on to your 
women, the world's hardest punk rock band has returned! The 

deliver jyer, a blazing, balls-out bartage of 
hostile attitude and drunken mayhem! 666% killer punk rock. 
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VARIOUS ARTISTS NASUM DYSRHYTHMIA MORTICIAN DYING FETUS THE END 
Contaminated 5.0 Hevete Pretest Darkest Day of Horror Stop at Nothing _ Transfer Trachea... 
Relapse Records low priced music Breakneck grind w/c ck! a 


death metal band on the planet! 


slamming death metal Strikingly div 
45 songs, 150 minutes!!! 


e, indescribable heavy music 
lichaos net 


COMING IN MAY! 


- grind. Order direct by calling: F>A>B> 
relapse.com 1-800-303-0606 DISTRIBUTION 


USA (Please add $1 per item when ordering from Canada) 


OZZY OSBOURNE 


Jason Newsted To Debut 
Live In Canada! 


OZZY OSBOURNE bassist Robert Trujillo’s final performance with 
Ozzy took place at the Hard Rock Hotel in Las Vegas on March 
14th. Bassist Jason Newsted (VOIVOD, ex-Metallica) will make 
his live debut with Ozzy in Vancouver, BC on June 1st. The Cross- 
Canada Tour runs until June 16th at Le Colisee in Quebec City, PO. 

In other Ozz news, the March 3rd episode of CNN’s Larry 
King Live featured an interview with Ozzy and his wife/manager, 
Sharon Osbourne, who has a talk show slated to begin on 
September 15 through Telepictures/Time Warner. When asked 
about the success of The Osbournes (the third and perhaps final 
season of the reality show debuts on MTV US on June 10th at 
10:30pm), Ozzy had this to say: “On the last Ozzfest | was in 
Boston. And | never realized the power of TV. | mean, rock ‘n’ 
roll’s this big. TV’s this much bigger. This very conservative 
woman stops me and she goes, ‘What are you doing in Boston?’ 
‘I'm doing a show.’ She goes, ‘What kind of a show?’ And | go, 
‘Rock ‘n’ roll show.’ And-she goes, ‘Oh, you do that as well?’ | 
go, ‘Ma’am, I’ve only been doing it for 36 years.’” 

In tour news, Ozzfest 2003 has been announced and will 
feature the follawing line-up: OZZY OSBOURNE, KORN, MARILYN 
MANSON, DISTURBED, CHEVELLE and TRUST CO. on the Main 
Stage. The Second Stage will feature CRADLE OF FILTH, VOIVOD, 
ENDO, MARZ, HOTWIRE, SHADOW’S FALL, GRADE 8, TWISTED 
METHOD, NOTHINGFACE, KILLSWITCH ENGAGE, UNLOCO, DEP- 
SWA, MOTOGRATOR and SWORN ENEMY. 


METALLICA 
Get Angry! 


METALLICA have confirmed that their forthcoming album will be- 
Called St. Anger andwwill bevout June 10 through Elektra Records. 
The band have also announced the SummeérSanitaritm Tour 2003 
is confirmed. Metallica, LIMP BIZKIT, LINKIN PARK, DEFTONES 
and MUDVAYNE will hit the road"on Jtly-4th in Detroit, MI at the 
Pontiac Silverdome. Dates run until August:3rd in-Irving, TX at 
Texas Stadium. 

Regarding the new album, drummer Lars Ulrich told KSJO. 
radio in’ California’ that “I don't like the phrase ‘going’ back,” 
Hecauseithis isnot going: back to anything; this is'taking a step 
forward, once again. You know, if you really need to go into analo- 
gies, youcould look at it like you take so many steps forward that 
you end up sort of coming back full circle - if you have to put the 
wortback’ in there - you go in a circle and then you.sort of at 
some point pass through an area that you've been. At some point, 
aboutthree, four months ago, we found ourselves passing through 
an area of very high levels of aggression, very fast'songs, a lot of 
dynamics. Fast, slow, fast, slow, up, down, blah blah blah, and 
when we passed through that musical territory, we felt very com- 
fortable and it was really nice. to be there again. Instead of con- 
tinting to sort of chase other things to da,we-sort of said} ‘Let's 
hang out here for awhile and see what happens,’ ‘cause it was 
very comfortable.»And how'we have a bunch of songs that defi- 
nitely aré a step forwatd, ‘but bringing some. of.the elements that 
we have.played with before,into it.” 

Frontman James Hetfield. added: “Forus, this new album is 
like fevisiting early innocent feelings but incorporating our expe- 
rience. It is like startifig'over in away... this album is so chock full 
of energy, and lyfically,it is deeper thanit’s ever been.” 

Regarding the.title of the new album, St. Anger, Hetfield 
says: “I guess it’s very contrasted like - saint and anger, they don’t 
really belong together. And | guess some of the stuff I’ve learned 
in rehab:about expressing feelings and things and anger.«In my, 
household growing up, this was absolutely not one of those things 
that was allowed or was at feast addressed. It was shaved away, 
And being,the 39-year-old angry teenager, I'm really kind of tired 
of being that. So the song, ‘St. Anger’, is kind of addressing anger 
in a healthy way, and How you can get that out without being vio- 
lent about it.” 

Finally, Metallica have found the OFFICIAL replacement for 
Jason Newsted in-former 0ZZY OSBOURNE/SUICIDAL TENDEN- 
CIES bassist Rob Trujillo. 

“lam sooo fucking excited to be a full unit again,” says 
Lars about the position finally being filled. “The last two years of 
just being.the three of us have taught me sooo much about myself, 
about James and Kirk and about-Metdllica. And to welcome Rob 
into Metallica in 2003 after allthe growth and soul searching 
we've been through for the last two-years, feels-so fucking awe- 
some. Being at full strength again’is at this moment indescrib- 
able. We're fuckin’ bristling with new energy, new respect, new. 
vibes and a huge fucking appetite for everything Metallica ts.” 


Legendary Chicago doomsters TROUBLE are excited about 
playing the BW&BK 6-Pack Weekend, June 13-14. Guitarist Rick 
Wartell says, “We've just been added to the Rock Hard festival, 
in Germany, the weekend before Cleveland, and we'll probably 
do a warm-up show in Chicago before that, to get ready, We've 
got the new album written and we'll probably start rec 
right after the (BW&BK) show. In fact, we may stay after the 
show and (record) the drums in Cleveland. A friend of Eric 
(Wagner, singer) has a board and the mics we want to use. It's 
shaping up to be a fun summer!’... Despite denials and tig! 
rumours persist about a three-headed tour featuring IRON 
MAIDEN, JUDAS PRIEST and SLAYER, for later this year 
Booki 's in each market are soliciting different sized ven- 
ues around the country. The size of the venue is said to be con- 
tingent upon whether or not Rob Halford is back in Priest for the 
tour: Priest personal assistant Jayne Andrews, was quick to send 
ress release:"Despite the numerous rumours 
nds, Judas Priest are not headlining any tour with 
or anyone else for that matter) in the US - they 
at all to do any dates with or without ROB HAL- 
summer" Priest singer, Tim “Ripper” Owens will be 
at the BW&BK 6-Pack Weekend in Cleveland on June 
In other news, Columbia has a 4CD boxset from 
heir fall release schedule... Former MONSTROSITY 
ery is back in the band's line-up. Current vocal 
Molina, will not leave the band but will instead take over 
4 guitar spot. The line-up is rounded out by Tony 
guitar), Mike Poggione (bass) 
he first show with this line-up will take place at The 
Puerto Rico on May 3rd., QUEEN- 
itarist, Chris DeGarmo has rejoined his 
at an undisclosed studio in the Seattle area. 
it cannot be confirmed at this time whether Chris has offi 
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time in seven years. A representative for DeGarmo 
original line-up is “creating the next Queensryche 
Queensryche's upcoming full-length disc is slated 
y summer release... OPETH's first ever “non-metal” 
mnation, is scheduled for an April I4th release date 
ic For Nations, Produced by Steven Wilson of 
e, Damnation is being described as "an album of 
serenity with touches of blues and acoustic majesty, 
Opeth.” The band also won the Swedish 
my in the Best Hard Rock category for their Deliverance 
at the 2003 Grammisgala, which was held on February 18 
n, Sweden... According to ENTOMBED’: website 
www.entombed,net), Inferno will be the title of their forthcom: 
ng album, due out through Music For Nations on May | 3th. The 
2 for the record is as follows; 'Retaliation’, The Fix Is In’, 
ito Inferno’, ‘Incinerator’, ‘Night For Day’, ‘Nobodaddy’, 
& Dead, ‘Children Of The Underworld, ‘Public Burning’, 
1 Of Stee!’, ‘Flexing Muscles’ and ‘That's When | Became 
Satanist'. The band are currently mixing their as yet untitled 
n with producer Pelle Gunnerfeldt. The band are to 
slay ee shows in South Africa in early May. 
DESTRUCTION’ new live LR Alive Devastation, is so far an 
xclusive Japanese release, Recorded at the Wacken Open Air 
Germany in August 2002, Tracks include: ‘Intro/Curse 
Nailed To The Cross’, ‘Eternal Ban’, ‘Machinery Of 
is From Hell’, ‘Tears Of Blood’, ‘Live Without Sense’, 
hrash Till Death’, ‘Mad Butcher’, ‘The Butcher Strikes Back’, 
Total Desaster’, ‘Invincible Force’ and ‘Bestial Invasion’, 
e-fronted Spanish power metallers DARK MOOR have 
up, due to the usual "musical differences’ between former 
Elisa Martin and guitarist Enrik Garcia. Martin claims 
future would NOT use the name Dark Moor, but Garcia 
ays that since he and bassist Ann Kaddouri have worked for 10 
ssible he might continue under the moniker: Elisa is 
now singing for the French symphonic metal band FAIRY- 
LAND, who will soon release their debut album, Of Wars In 
Osyhria, on NTS Records. Dark Moor’s label, Arise Records, still 
plans to issue a four track EP of new material, in April... ROYAL 
HUNT have started recording their new album, tentatively 
titled Eye Witness, and due out in May.. APOCALYPTICA's 
Reflections album entered the German charts at #15, #18 in 
Finland, #26 in Austria, #44 in Switzerland and #35 in the Czech 
Republic. The album is out now in Europe as a 2LP set through 
Island, Apocalyptica’s current tour runs through April Sth at 
Finland's Levi Hullu Poro Arena... WANISHING POINT were 
in the studio throughout March working on a new record... In an 
AOL chat recently, guitarist Doug Aldrich, currently on the road 
with WHITESNAKE says there may be a conflict between his 
road commitments and working on the next DIO opus. Aldritch 
says that "Ronnie is working on the story for the next record and 
| was hoping to write with him for that record at some point, but 
these dates just came up and | don't know what is going to hap- 
pen with that right now. | am not sure exactly what the future 


twoman, 


years, it's 


holds with Dio at the moment. | love working with Ronnie and 
the band, and | hope to work with him again when the schedule 
permits"... NEW FOUND POWER , the side-project featuring 
PANTERA guitarist Dimebag Darrell and drummerVinnie Paul, 
DIESEL MACHINE/ex-HALFORD . guitarist Patrick 
Lachman and ex-JERRY CANTRELL guitarist Shawn 
Matthews (bass), are now working on their debut album, due out 
later this year. SUICIDAL TENDENCIES report that they 
will get a new CD out this year.. Dutch melodic death/trash 
metal-band DETONATION have signed a three 
with Osmose. The debut full-length album, An Epic Defiance, was 
recorded at Excess Studios in ‘terdam (NL) at the end of 
2002. The album contains 12 songs and is due out this summer. 

On DYING FETUS' current r with HATE ETER- 
NAL they have been playing four new songs: ‘Schematics’, ‘One 
Shat, One Kill’, institutions Of Deceit’ and ‘Vengeance Unleashed 

The tracks come from Dying Fetus’ forthcoming album, Stop At 
Nothing, due out May |3th.. SKINLESS has finished recording 
From Sacrifice To Survival, their sophomore release for Relapse. 
Producer Neil Kernon JUDAS PRIEST, QUEENSRYCHE) 
is currently mixing the record in Chicago. A June 3rd release is 
expected. Immediately following mixing, Skinless will hit the road 
for a string of European dates with THE CROWN and 
MONOLITH. The dates run from March 2Ist in Rotterdam, 
Netherlands through April 5th in Wermelskirchen, Germany. 

SINNER will record new DEEP PURPLE and MOTOR- 
HEAD covers to be included on upcoming Nuclear Blast trib: 
ute albums. For more information see http://matsinnerrrocks.de. 

Guitarist Glenn Snelwar (ex-GORDIAN KNOT) has a new 
solo project called TORN BETWEEN DIMENSIONS. 
HARMFUL have inked a deal with SPV, The band will soor 
enter the studio to record their third album which will be 
released before the end of the year (ex-VANIZE) 
is the new guitarist for MAJESTY. leaving Tarek "MS" Maghary 
uture., SUSPERIA are in 


in Europe and USA to decide 


im deal 


Acentrate only on v 


s wit 
‘on the future of the band. Their new album is nearly written and 
gning the new deal. In addition, the 
band are scheduled for at least two confirmed headlining shows 
in Venezuela in mid October. Swedish death metal gods 
GRAVE have confirmed a European Tour to promote their 
comeback album Back From The Grave, DEFLESHED wil 


‘open the date 


ready to be recor 


2gin on March 28th in Uppsala, Sweden 


and run to April 2st in Hannover; Germany. In other news, orig- 


inal founding me on has officially left the band 
for work and family ssues, His permanent replacement is 
Chris Barkensjo (KAAMOS). Chris will remain a member of 
Kaamos... Arjen Lucassen of AYREON fame will be releasing a 
live retrospective of his other runaway success, STAR ONE. 
Recorded during the European tour last October, Live On Earth 
will be released on April 28th through InsideOut. A special dou: 
ble CD package and DVD will also be available. DORO has 
announced plans to work with an orchestra on April 29 at 
cial show in Bochum, Germany. Dubbed Ersten Metal Cl 
Night, the bill is also to feature AXEL RUDI PELL among oth- 
ers, plus an as yet unnamed orchestra. She will also celebrate 20 
years of performing on September 20th at the Grugahalle in 
Essen. SAXON will be on hand to help her celebrate... France's 
NIGHTMARE are working on recording their new album, and 
were set to enter once again Soundsuite studio to join forces 
with Norwegian producer Terje Refsnes. The album will be mas- 
tered at Finnvox by Mika Ju: and is due to be released world: 

wide in September through Napalm Records/SPV, The follow-up 
to 2001's Cosmovision, is a concept-album of 12 songs featuring 
four chapters. The album is entitled Silent Room and according 
to vocalist, Jo Amore: "The new material is heavier and darker 
with a different approach when it comes to vocals and guitars, 
compared to Cosmovision”... NIGHTWISH's Century Child 
album was the fifth best selling album in Finland for 2002, selling 
59,000 copies. In related news, the band are to call their upcom- 
ing DVD The End Of Innocence. A June release is expected 
through Spinefarm... DENATA are in the studio HellSmell in 
Sweden working on their new album, Art Of The Insane 

KONKHRA has the following release dates for their forth- 
coming album, Reality Check It's out in Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland on April 27th via SPV, and in the rest of the world 
‘on May !0th. The album was recorded at Starstruck Studio, 

FLESHGRIND has signed again with Century Media/Olympic 
Recordings and will be entering the studio in May to record their 
third full-length, Murder Without End, which is slated to be 
released by Century Media in August. In other news, United 
Guttural Records will be re-releasing their debut album Destined 
For Defilement... Kevin Moore (ex-DREAM THEATER/OSI) 
recently gave BW&BK an update as to the status of a new 
CHROMA KEY record ra label to do it. I'm 
hoping to work with InsideOut be the easiest. 'd like 
‘ted the third one before 


to do another C 


HALFORD 


Launches Metal Gods 
North America Tour! 


ROB HALFORD is headlining the 2003 Metal Gods Tour which will 
also feature co-headliners TESTAMENT, IMMORTAL, DARK TRAN- 
QUILITY, AMON AMARTH, CARNAL FORGE and PAIN MUSEUM. 
The tour is set to Kick off April 25 in Chicago, then into Canada by 
early May and will wrap up on the west coast by mid-June. This will 
be Rob's first full-length tour of North America in nearly three years. 

“| was just kind of perusing over this whole Metal Gods Tour,” 
Halford begins, “and the only thing that came to mind that was sim- 
ilar to something like this many, many years ago was the Clash Of 
The Titans tour (ed. which featured SLAYER, MEGADETH, ANTHRAX 
and ALICE IN CHAINS). But, of course, this has got a different head 
| think. It's like one of these things where you go, ‘Well, you can’t 
see the forest for the trees? Why hasn't anybody put this together 
before now?’ But here we go, we're gonna go and put this on the 
road and by all accounts, from the immediate feedback, | think we're 
gonna have a real success with the whole event.” 

“The tour is quite remarkable,” he adds. “Over the last 
decade, Hard Rock and Heavy Metal have fragmented into all these 
unique sub-genres, so we felt it would be ideal to put some of the 


As we've seen time and time again in metal, natural surroundings tend to influence 
musical extremity. The harsh, unconscionable cold and darkness of Scandinavia, the 


best Metal bands from the various genres 
together on the road. Today's Gods of 
Metal, if you will.” 

About the bill leaning more towards 
the highly fertile European youth (read 
Scandinavia!), how does the Metal God 
relate to a band as extreme as Immortal for 
example? 

“It's just how good they make me 
feel and the fact that | enjoy that particular 
style. | met the guys for the first time only 
in the most recent trips to Europe; they 
came to some of the Halford shows and 
we got to kind of hang out, They drank 
volumes of Viking beer (laughs). You 
know, it’s one of these things where you 
see them in their stage performance and 
you think, ‘Holy shit,’ you know, ‘I don't 
know what these guys are gonna be like in 
the flesh.’ You couldn't wish to meet nicer 
people, as is generally the case with a lot 
of metal players.” 

Halford and the organizers realize 
that there is plenty of traffic building up on 
the tour road this summer and Ozzfest, 
being the nu-Metal flag-wavers, is another 
vying for that almighty ticket buyer. 
Halford is proud to hold onto his tradition- 
al metal roots unlike Ozzy has. 

“The Ozzfest is a money machine 
and Sharon does an incredible job with 
that. But at the end of the day it’s all about 
the bucks, you know. It’s a very carefully 
planned and devised outfit where some- 
times bands and labels have to pay to get 
on the tour, But on a musical level, I'm proud that I'm carrying that 
traditional element. We're just one act of a broad coalition of acts 
that are going to be performing that are going to show you an inter- 
esting and exciting selection of metal sound. | think that most of the 
people that come to this event are gonna sit there and enjoy all these 
acts and go, ‘Isn't Metal great? All these different bands doing dif- 
ferent things all coming under that great word, Metal.’” 

The former Priest frontman has also addressed rumors of a 
full-on reunion that was brought to light in BW&BK #67, fueled by 
drummer Scott Travis’ comments about a tour this summer, He 
posted the following on The Metal God's Quorum at www.robhal- 
ford.com: 


www.soilwork,com 
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may 62003 


Wena BLAST 
v www.nuclearblastusa.com 


“Briefly, | want to apologize to my audience for the numerous 
Tumors being spearheaded by my former manager of approximate- 
ly two years, Rod Smallwood and his firm Sanctuary Music 
Management. The visible intent in creating the multiple rumors; 
Clearly is meant to disturb and confuse my audience, the North 
American concert promoters, and others. | find the behavior 
appalling ... | will affirm to each of you again is; | am not a member 
of Judas Priest, and | have no plans to reunite. What I'm sure all of 
you will be pleased to know is; | have been periodically working on 
my relationships with Ken, Glenn & lan since 1999, but we are cer- 
tainly not at the stage where we see ourselves working together any 
time soon. The 1992 break-up took a lot out of us, and we are tak- 
ing our time in mending our personal friendships.” & 


gloom of jolly ol’ England - these are the elements and resultant sounds we're familiar 
with. Now add to that list the blistering heat of the Middle East, as Israel’s Nail Within 
Stakes it thrashified claim. With a powerful self-titled debut record featuring guest 
appearances from a few old friends, namely Tomas Lindherg (ex-At The Gates) and Mille 
Petrozza (Kreator), Nail Within is bound to make an immediate impact. 


“Tomas is a friend of ours,” remarks mainman Yishai Swearts (who, incidentally, was also a 
member of classic deathsters Betrayer). “He came to Israel to play a show in 2000, and we played 
At The Gates songs in front of 700 people together. We kept in touch, and when we recorded in 
Germany, Tomas came by with his wife and two children, We’re really thankful he came by. As for 
Mille, | interviewed him when | wrote for Metal Hammer !srael while he was promoting Past Life 
Trauma. We had a long chat, and | thought he was interesting and intelligent and we also kept in 
touch. It's such an honour that he'd sing on one of our tracks.” 

For the record, the star-studded track is called ‘Dirty Coloured Knife’. It also happens to be the 
band’s most upfront and cutthroat attack. However, the story on guest stars isn’t exactly complete. 
Legendary studio man Harris Johns (Voivod, Helloween) also 
produced Nail Within's debut. “Our first idea was to record in 
Sweden,” continues Swearts, “But then we cancelled that. We 
didn’t want to go to a famous studio that ‘has recorded 259 
bands. When you work with that many bands, you don't have the 
time to give it your own touch. The man who runs that studio is 
just a human being, and we understand that he must get tired 
after working with so many bands. So, we still wanted someone 
known to produce the record, but we decided we didn’t want the 
clean, Scandinavian sound. We decided to go to Germany and 
work with Harris. We're really happy with the raw, ‘80s thrash 
colour he managed to put on the record.” 

Aside from the aforementioned Betrayer, the only other i 


NAIL WITHIN "™"" 


The Post-Thrash Attack! 


hands from Israel ever to make noise outside of that country are Azazel and Rabies Caste. Given the 
newcomer status his country has within the metal realm, Swearts was questioned about his native 
scene. “We have a very good scene here. A lot of labels are too chicken to find Israeli bands, though. 
The musicianship of a lot of these bands is brilliant, but it’s just so hard for them to find a deal. 1 
think one Israeli band doing well in Europe or North America will open the floodgates for more. A 
band from Israel - hecause of its location - has to work double as hard to succeed.” 

And even though Nail Within is from far, far away, don’t be surprised if the thrashers find their 
way on to an international tour soon. “We really hope to tour. We have to tour. It’s an integral part 
of promotion. You have to be toured to be promoted. A band like Arcturus can sell well without tour- 
ing, but our music is made for live shows. We're willing to do anything and willing to play any- 
where.” 

The bottom line is that Swearts comes off as really cool, and 
it probably has something to do with the fact that he’s been lis- 
tening to metal for 15 years. “I understand that band members 
Progress as people, but | always used to be so disappointed when 
a band changed its style from album to album. I’m 27 years old, 
so | know where | am as a person and where | want this band to 
he. Artistically, I'd like Nail Within to express itself in the most 
authentic way possible in regard to philosophy and experiences. 
And, of course, | want for the maximum amount of people to hear 
us.” & 
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SOILWORK 


Complete Figure Number Five! 


SOILWORK have completed work on their follow up to 2002's 
Natural Born Chaos. Called Figure Number Five, the album 
Contains the following songs (in running order): ‘Rejection 
Role’ (firstewideo), ‘Overload’, ‘Figure Number Five’; 
‘Strangler’, ‘Light The Torch’, ‘Departure Plan’, ‘Cranking 
The Sirens’, ‘Brickwalker’, ‘The Mindmaker’, ‘Distortion 
Sleep’ ahd ‘Downfall 24’. 

Nuclear Blast America has set ‘the release date for 
North America as May 6th, 2003, two weeks after the April 
21st European release. Recording began last December at 
Queenstreet'Recording (THE DEFACED) in’ Soilwork’s home- 
town of Helsingborg with Fredrik Nordstrom (THE'HAUNTED, 
DARK TRANQUILLITY), while drums were tracked at Dug? 
Out Studio (MESHUGGAH, IN FLAMES) .with Daniel 
Bergstrand (STRAPPING YOUNG LAD, DARKANE) 
Uppsala. Production later moved. to, Studio Fredmaf. in 
Gothenburg (AT THE GATES, DIMMU BORGIR) where vocal- 
ist Bjorn’Speed” Strid tracked vocals. Mixingeand master- 
ing were finished February 9th by Nordstrom®at Studio 
Fredman. 

Regarding, the new disc, vocalist,Bjorn “Speed” Strid 
comments; “Figuté Number Five feels like a natural devel- 
opment from.Natural’Born Chaos which contains-a bit more. 
melodic.vocals without losing the intensity.and heaviness 
thatidentifies Soilwork’s music. In fact we feel that the new 
album is even heavier than the previotis one.” 


IN FLAMES 
Work On New Album 
Commences In.May! 


In Flames are cufrently.on,tour in the US With MUDVAYNE. 
Prior to heading back‘out on'the'road, the band.spent'some 
fime back in the studio fecording’a new song. The yet-unti- 
tled track will appeanion’an &P also featuring ‘Trigger’, two 
Cover Songs and,two remixes Of,‘Cloud Connected’. The EP 
willbe released through Nuclear Blast this summer, A video 
for the: track “Trigger was, ‘shot at the Same fime as 
SOILWORK's upcoming clip (‘Rejection Role’) in a “battle of 
the hands” type live performance. Members of Soilwork can 
be seen in the In Flames video and vice versa. Meanwhile, 
In Flames will’begin the writing/fecording process for their 
next album thi$ May in Denmark. 

Says the band: “As we did for Reroute To Remain, we 
will‘turo off our phones, put our personal lives on holt and 
disconnectvour entire contact with the outside world\so that 
we can focus 100% on making a great new album Once 
again, it Will.be the five of us, our equipment and the cheap- 
est possible*beer we canifind - tons of it! Some of you have 
some thoughts onwhat we can change with our music, and 
that’s always appreciated, but as always we will choose no. 
other path thansthe one chosen by the five members of In 
Flames! We hope to see you all out there on the road. as we 
embark on yet another great mystery of touring - starting 
spring 2003.” 

In label riews, In’'Ffames:are currently. looking fora 
new deal in North America - Reroute To Remain was the Jast 
record in their contract Nuclear Blast: HOWEVER it 
appears that the band will stay on.NB in Europe. 
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the OSI project happened. | haven't touched it in about six 
months, though. But it's in progress and | definitely want to do it. 
The big difference with the new one is that there are more real 
instruments. There's more real playing, and we've got indigenous 
instruments and things like that. I've hooked up with a bunch of 
friends that made hand-drums and didgeridoos, And | did a lot 
of recording with that. This new Chroma Key is going to be more 
organic and less digital”... According to Japan's metal bible Burrn 
Magazine, CHILDREN OF BODOM wer 
chance to open for HALFORD on their North 
in March/April following a su 
Japan in February, BW&BK contacted the Hate Crew's manage- 
ment, who confirmed the offer had in fact been on the table 
Unfortunately, the tour had to be tu lown as COB's 
European tourdates with SOILWORK and SHADOW’S 
FALL had been booked ai y gone on sale 
No word as to whet 1d for later in the 
year; suffice to say that 
sure to make the rr 
GREEN and EYEHATEGOD 


sionrecords.com. It is a lir 


offered the 


merican tour 


ad trip through 


of SOILENT 
ble through wwwinci- 
2000 (1500 copies 
e swirl vinyl,and 100 
one new track from 


‘on black vinyl, 400 copie! 
copies on cl 


Soilent Green ey Lie id EYEHA' 1D 
(The Age Of Bootcamp’) tergro 03 is con- 
firmed to feature SPIRITUAL BEGGARS, CLUTCH 


SPIRITU 
Netherland r nd in Hiroshima, Japan, 
RAUNCHY have started pre-production for the forthcoming 


album at p 


DOZER.C on Mai 


ch 25th in Tilburg, 


home studio. The band have 
t more tracks to go, The as- 
ll be recorded within the next few 

4 DReee ie ORCHESTRA 


ASAP Interested parties please 


complete 


¢ C 2 ightorchestra.ccom or head to wwwmid- 
nigh rtwork for the forthcoming DIS- 
MEMBER j, Wt roncrosses Grow, will be done by 


fami Jan Seagrave (ENTOMBED, MORBID 
ANGEL, SUFFOCATION). Hammerheart is releasing the 


earlier, the band have been 


at the Wacken Open Air and Fuck The 
r SILENCER have added guitarist Dan 
Lynn t Lynn replaces Ritchie Wilkison (ANGEL 
DUST. DEMONS & WIZARDS), who left last October. 
Low Freque 8 signed NINNUAM from Katrin 


recording their debut album in May 

heduled for early fall 2003. For more info 

nuam.com,, ANCIENT RITES, THYRF- 

ING. SEPTIC FLESH, PRIMORDIAL and SKYFIRE hit 
April 30 under the moniker of Generation 
als. Dates begin in London at The 
{and run until May 1 in Vosselaar, Belgium at the 
CANNIBAL CORPSE'’s upcoming European tour 
ive Arena in Munster (Brei id), 
3p up on April 30th at Turku in Saatamo, 
rt Records is caught up in litigation with the 
DEATH/CONTROL DENIED frontman 
over th >of CONTROL DENIED's 
phomore release, When Machine And Man 
LAMB OF GOD have finishe 
The Palaces Burn, Mastering is currently taking place at 
M, The album is due out through Prosthetic 
Artwork for the release can be viewed at 
www.lamb-of-god.com... DIABOLICAL 
d drummer Henric Ohlsson with C. Stjarnlof. The 
intly rehearsing... The line-up has been confirmed 
ed By Metal Over Europe Tour 2003. Acts 

the bill elude EXODUS, NUCLEAR 
ASSAULT, AGENT STEEL, BEHEMOTH, MORTI- 
CIAN, CARNAL FORGE, OCCULT and CALLENISH 
CIRCLE. t 
itinerary of dates will be announced soon... According to Doug 
Pinnick of KING’S X; “The new CD (Black Like Sunday) will 
have a lot of stuff to che 


release 


mixing their new 


tour is scheduled to commence in October. A full 


k out on your computer Lots of cool 


stuff and extra special video clips, lots of pics and stuff. About 
tin 2!" The record is due out through Metal Blade in May. 
On their current tour they have been playing 
se including ‘Johnny’, ‘| Won't Turn Back’ and ‘Finished 


s for VADER’: upcoming co- 


je huh?! 


relea 


headlining tour 
Live Arena in 
More dates 
announced soon.. The band have also rétord- 
ed a version of DEPECHE MODES ‘iY. The track can be 
downloaded at wwwvaderpl., BLOOD OF CHRIST have 
begun pre-production recordings for the follow-up to their 2002 
release As The Rain Gently Falls. The album will be recorded o 
cially later in the spring and released under the moniker BoC - 
Breed of Chaos on Skyscraper Music during Autumn 2003 


Recordings of BoC’s third album will be produced by the band 
and engineered by Dan Hulse. Mixing and further production will 
be assisted by Jean-Francois Dagenais... CAGE's forthcoming 
album, Darker Than Black, was picked as the #1 Soundcheck 
Album by Heavy Oder Was Magazine in Germany. CAGE have 
been added to the Brave Words & Bloody Knuckles Six Pack 
Weekend metal festival to be held in C Ohio on June 
13-14... The Born Too Late Doom Festival, the first all day doom 
val in upstate New York, will take place on April 26th at Steel 
Music Hall in Rochester, New York. Acts confirmed to perform 
include: PENANCE, REVELATION, WHILE HEAVEN 
WEPT, UNEARTHLY TRANCE, PALE DIVINE, GATES 
OF SLUMBER, ORODRUIN and 137. For mo) 
http://born-too-late.com.. Drummer Bobby Jarzombe 
FORD, RIOT, SPASTIC INK) has just released hi 

drum video. Performance & Technique spotlights Bob 
approach to drumming and features two free-form sol 
footage of a Riot-era drum solo performed live in Japan, and fi 
length performances of Peppered Cancer’ and ‘School’, two new 


velar 


info go to: 
(HAL- 


songs co-written and recorded with brother Ron Jarzombek 
(Spastic Ink, WATCHTOWER) on guitar: For more info on the 
video or to view four 30 second clips visit. www.bobbyjar- 
zombek.com/Video/... BLACK STEEL are currently working on 
)-be- 
recorded mid-year for a late 2003 release. 


erial for their next full-length studio album. The yet-t 


more on the band go to: http:/wwoblacksteel.comau., Jack 
Starr’s new band, GUARDIANS OF THE FLAME, 
ished recording their new album in a more epic metal 
cross between early MANOWAR/VIRGIN STEELE cou 
pled with RAINBOW and neo-classical influ 
ly inked a deal with Greece's Cult Metal Classics label, wno were 
set to release the album, Under A Savage Sky, on March 2Ist. 
OMNIUM GATHERUM'; full-length debut, Spirits And 
August Light, is due out in the US through Nuclear Blast, in South 
America through Hellion and in Europe through Rage Of Achille: 
as you read this. The album was recorded and mixed at Sonic 
Pump studios by Nino Laurenne and mastered at Finnvox stu: 
ila, The band re 
‘Writhen’. The clip was directed by Ville Salor 


/@ fin 


nces, Starr recent 


tly shot a video for the track 


dios by Mika J 
en and include the 
band's new keyboard player, Jukka Perala (ex-MANITOU). 

EMPYRIA guitarist Mike Kischnick appears on se 
THOR's Triumphant album, due out now. Mike 
or played on the following t 
Am Thor’ (new song), ‘Anger’ (new ve 
Triumpha Vikings Funeral’, ‘Stormbringer’ and ‘Slave’ (Thor 
w/DEADBLOW HAMMER), Each of these tracks were co 
produced by Thor and Mike Kischnick... EXTOL have recorded 
their third album (tentative title Idiosyncratic Syn 
Toproom Studio in Oslo, Norway with producer Borge 
(BORKNAGAR, MAYHEM), The mix was complet 
Norway's Fagerborg Studios, The album is due out in early 
Summ guitarist Tor Magne 
S. Glidje has left the band in order to concentrate on his guitar 
duties with GANGLIO| 


tarist and songwriter Ole 


eral tracks on 


vrote, co-wrote 


larch To Glory 
n), ‘Call Of The 


acks 


via Century Media. In related new 


, bi good news is that old gui- 
id is back in the band... SINISTER 
recording their new album, Savage Or Grace?, in 
Holland, The album is out throug! Blast on May 12th 

DEAD SOUL TRIBE will release nd album, A 
Murder Of Crows 1 InsideOut Music and 
should be followed by a Europe tour sometime around June. 

WITHERING SURFACE have parted ways with drummer 
Nikolaj Borg “due to personal differences and ambitions 

DIMENSION ZERO (featuring IN FLAMES guitarist Jesper 
Stromblad (on bass), ex-IN FLAMES axeman Glenn Ljungstrom, 
ex-MARDUK vocalist Jocke Gothberg, LUCIFERION/DIA- 
BOLIQUE drummer Hasse Nilsson, and PATHOS guitarist 
Daniel Antonsson) have commenced recording their second 
album, This Is Hell. Due out this fall through Regain/The End, 
Posting on the site added: ‘This time, to make it all e 


are curr 


eis 


» this month throu 


they have added new angles and approach to it all whic 
make the last album look pale compared to this one! We are 
ating a monster and they do not know if it will guide them or kill 
them. To be continued...” The album is bet ‘ecorded at Phlat 
Planet studios in Gothenburg, Sweden with producer/IN 
FLAMES frontman Anders Friden.. MEMORY GARDEN 
have completed three songs (‘Beggars Anthem’, ‘Another Night’ 
and ‘Endless Fears') with producer Mike Wead (MERCYFUL 
FATE, KING DIAMOND) for their forthcoming album 
Carnage Carnival. According to their website (www.sen- 
tenced.org), SENTENCED are on a “creative break but wil 
enter studios by the end of year. Gi ist Sami Lopakka has 
become a father and the band wants to give time to him to be 
with his baby. vile (Laihiala - singer) and Miika (Tenkula - guita 
ha gs and the band is going 
f the summer: There has been 
he band splitting up or Ville leaving 
POISONBLACK. Those rumours are 


2 and band is not brea 


st) 


re 
some rumot 
Sentenced 
complete 
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Fredrik Nordstrom, producer to the gods and guitarist for Dream Evil, is a workaholic. When he 
wasn’t locked inside his Studio Fredman recording and/or mixing bands like Old Man’s Child and 
Pagan’s Mind, Nordstrom seemingly spent most of his free time in 2002 on the road in support of 
the Dream Evil debut, Dragonslayer. Old school power metal at its finest - and its cheesiest 
depending on who you talk to - Dream Evil has struck a chord with the Manowar/HammerFall true 
metal crowd, a chord so loud that Nordstrom felt it was wise to go back into the studio and record a 
new album following their Japanese headlining tour this past October. The fruit of Dream Evil's 
intensive labours comes in the form of Evilized, an album that picks up where Dragonslayer left off, 
hitting the stores barely a year after the debut release. 


Metal TRibute! 


by Carl Begai 


“When we returned from Japan | was talking to the label about releasing a new album before the HammerFall tour, which takes 
place in February,” says Nordstrom, the tour having been offered to Dream Evil thanks to his close personal relationship to the 
HammerFall clan. “Touring is very expensive, so it would be really stupid to tour without a new album. We agreed that the master 
should be delivered to the label before Christmas, but | got a call a couple days later saying that we had to have everything done by 
November 28th, which put some pressure on us. Fortunately, | have two control rooms at my studio, so we did bass and vocals in 
one and guitars and drums in the other, working day and night. So, I'd be recording the bass parts while Gus was recording his gui- 
tar in the other room, running back and forth (laughs).” 

The success of Dragonslayer gave Dream Evil carte blanche to do whatever they wanted and, not surprisingly, Evilized is 
another traditional true metal monster that is guaranteed to be hailed by some metal fans and trashed mercilessly by others. What 
the naysayers may not realize is that Nordstrom and his bandmates don't take themselves as seriously as, say, Manowar or 
HammerFall when they’re spouting off about the glories of metal or Slaying the evil dragon 

“Ihave nothing to compare it with, but | think things have gone really well for Dream Evil,” says Nordstrom. “The whole point 
of starting this band wasn't to necessarily make fun of people, but to have a party band. | mean, take a song like ‘Heavy Metal Jesus’ 
from the last album or ‘Made Of Metal’ from Evilized; the lyrics aren't dead serious. We're just having fun. What I’ve seen working in 
music Is that people have forgotten how to have fun; they take it too seriously. The main reason anybody starts to do music is to 
have fun with it, and we're trying to bring that back with Dream Evil.” 

Evilized is an entertaining listen, Dream Evil paying tribute to some classic metal bands with songs that sound as if they were 
lifted from the subject's catalogue. ‘Made Of Metal’, for example, is a definite nod to Manowar, and ‘Children Of The Night"s sounds 
like the Scorpions’ ‘Rock You Like A Hurricane’ played sideways 

“We also recorded a song that can be considered a tribute to Accept, but the record company wanted it taken off the album,” 
Nordstrom reveals. “! think it’s a hit song, too, but the record company people were worried that we weren't being serious enough 
about the music. They're being ridiculous, though. | mean, everybody loves Accept, everybody loves old Scorpions, so what the hell 
is wrong with paying tribute to those bands through our music? It might sound like we're ripping those bands off, but metal fans 
who understand Dream Evil won't care as long as the songs are good. Having a sense of humour helps, too (laughs).” 

And how does Fredrik Nordstrom the producer like playing Fredrik Nordstrom the rock star? 

“It's hard for me to be a rock star, as you call it; | have a real problem with it,” Nordstrom admits. “When we were in Japan 
there would be fans waiting for us in the hotel lobby and following us around. It was like, ‘Who am |? Bon Jovi?” It was hard to get 
into that. People would come and ask me to autograph really expensive guitars and | was like, ‘No, | don't want to destroy your qui- 
tar,’ and they're saying ‘Please sign! Please sign!’ So basically, | couldn't say no. It was amazing, though, when some fans showed 
up with stacks of CD booklets from every album I’ve ever produced to get signed, That's when | realized just how much work I've 
actually done (laughs). That was a lot of fun.” & 


Judas Priest 
Double Double Live! 
By Martin Popoff and Mitch Lafon 


Hot on the heels of Judas Priest’s Live In London DVD, 
comes the 2CD version of the thing, a few switched 
tracks being featured along with of course, all those little 
differences that can and will plague the true Judas Priest 
aficionado as he hunkers down for a comparison with the 
band’s other double live pack with Ripper, ‘98 Live 
Meltdown. 

Will this set be enough to squelch the now infa- 
mous Scott Travis quotes about a possible future with 
Rob? Time will tell. While you wait, here's a few words 
from the man at centre storm, Ripper Owens, who let's 
face it, can’t be blamed for the controversy surrounding 
the band’s last two records - | mean, he didn't write the 
Songs and he’s a more than capable replacement for Rob 
as both a singer and a frontman. 

“The crowd response is phenomenal,” bégins 
Ripper, with respect to fronting the legendary Priest 
every night mean you work the show and you see it. | 
think every tour we always have a few skeptics come and 
\think during the show or sometimes after the first song 
they go, ‘OK,,1 can live with this.’ And it really is. I’ve 
‘seen people’s.teaction. I'm telling you the reaction ‘has, 
just been phenomenal. | mean | don’t get the bad stuff 
like | heard other singers used to’get when they filled in 
with the people turning their back and all that stuff, But! 
had one guy flip me off and by half way through the con- 
cert | had him singing with me so that was really/too! 
because al first it Was pissing me off...was like ‘Yeah; 
yeah screw you buddy’ and then | kept trying to get him 
{o sing and as it went on the’guy started singing with me. 
But most of the time it’s a great reaction. Judas Priest 
concerts are the most enjoyable concerts because the 
crowd sings; we have fun. We're notup there cussing the 
whole night. We're not up there doing obscene stuff all 
night; it’s just a good heavy metal concert.” 

Ripper contrasts Live In London with ‘98 Live 
Meltdown, prefacing his thoughts with “You would like it 
iffyou're a fan because it’s something coming out,.peri- 
od. It's something.a little bit different: This record, I'm 
Way more comfortable inthe band because I've been in it 
now... there's a sense of tiimour element between some 
songs. .|n ‘96 |,joined’the!band, so | meanmy singing’s 
much better on'this record than on Meltdownal’m jusi’a 
better singer now. }think'maybe it’s because | sing if like 
LWwant to sing itv] still sing, itdike Judas Priest. I'm not 
gonna change the song so much butJ sing it/ike | want 
to sing it, and it’s easier for me. | learned from Meltdown 
what to do and whaf not to do and. learn every day. You 
know, you learn everyday at your job or whatever you do 
so | became-a better singer. | think this live CD is defi- 
nitely more entertaining than Meltdown myself, and it’s 
way rawer. | didn’t even hear ‘the DVD. | mean | 
‘screw words up, | sing flat‘hotes...” 

“Seven years later | still:get a kick,” reflects 
Ripper on the Judas journey so far. “And we-yo on the 
road and you know Glennand | will gef uprand hit the 
golf course or go to the gym together. Ken andl Will go: 
to the gym together. We all govout to eat together all the 
time. | still get excitement out of it. | getexcited when | 
See stuff in magazines of newspapers; | still get a kick 
out of it, yeah. It's definitely quite amazing. Of course 
right from the start they were the nicest guys in the world 
and that was the odd thing that we had. We kind of bond- 
ed when we first-met each othet for this strange type of 
reason,and.t think that’s really also what helped me get 
the gig.1t was my voice on that videotape but | was a 
normal guy and they went-‘Hey this guy’s normal,” 
betause they're definitely down to earth normal guys.” 


Ho 


IRON MAIDEN 
‘Ed Back To Donington 


IRON MAIDEN have confirmed they will be headlining the 
Download Festival at the famous Donington Park on Saturday 
31st May, 2003. This will be their only appearance in the UK 
this summer, as part of their Give Me Ed... ‘Til I'm Dead World 
Tour 2003, which begins on 

May 26 in Franc 

Bruce Dickinson says, “Playing in front of your home 
crowd is a fantastic way to kick off the Give Me Ed...’Til I’m 
Dead Tour. To be playing Donington again means a lotto us as 
it’s remembered as being the true home of metal festivals. To 
be headlining there again after so long is an indication of the 
resurgence of the music we all love. It’s a very special festival 
for us as it really does feel like home.” 

The Give Me Ed...’Til I'm Dead Tour 2003 has the band 
headlining not only their own shows but also just about every 
major festival throughout Europe this summer, before going to 
North America later in the year. 

Dickinson continues, “We're going to be playing a lot of 
our favourite Maiden songs and many people know we've got 
anew-album in the pipeline for later this year so perhaps we'll 
be playing a new song or two. But basically it will be full on 
Classic Maiden. Trouble is, when you have so many great 
songs, it’s hard to please everyone all of the time! Rest 
assured, the band are firing on all cylinders and the show will 
be as spectacular as always. It’s shaping up to be another 
huge year for the band. We've got big plans for the next 12 
months and this is just the beginning...” 

Iron Maiden have finished recording their new album 
with producer Kevin Shirley. Mixing is expected to begin in 
April. An exact release date for the album hasn't been set, but 
a summer release is expected. 


ANTHRAX 


Sanctuary ConfirmSigning! 


"ANTHRAX have signed with Sanctuary Records Group and have 
set May 6, 2003, as the release date for ‘We’ve Come for You 
Alr. 

“It definitely sounds like Anthrax, and there are ele- 
ments from our earlier albums. Creatively, we're on top of our 
game. We ‘really pushed ourselves,” says*drummer Charlie 
Benante., “In the late ‘80s, .we were pigeonholed into just 
doing thrash metal. The past couple of years, we’ve decided to 
take more chances with our music. On this record, | handled 
the majority of the music. Scott wrote more lyrics than John 
this time around, and Frank came up with some really good 
melodies.” 

Special guests include THE WHO vocalist Roger, Daltrey 
on “Taking The Music Back” and PANTERA guitarist Dimebag 
Darrell on “Cadillac Rock Box” and “Strap It On.” The album 
was co-produced by Anthrax and Scrap 60. 

Renowned comic book artist Alex Ross created the cover. 
art for We've Come For You All. “No one has.ever gotten him 
to do an album coverbefore. Qur-webmaster suggested him 
and we e-mailed his.agenti He has some of our records and we 
were thrilled when he said'yes,”.Benante says. “I worked with 
him on the cover concept and it just grew. We're now actually 
thinking about doing a comic book based on this artwork, and 
our T-shirts will feature it too,” 

Anthrax will begima U-S.tour in. May with MOTORHEAD. 


SAXON 


Judgement Announced! 


SAXON “posted the following’ at the theif» website 
(www.saxon747.com) regarding the UK High Court judgment 
over the battle of the band moniker: “Today (February:25th) in 
London atthe High Court in the Strand, in a landmarkdecision 
for the music*industry, Mr. Justice Laddie found in favour of 
Biff Byford the lead singer of Heavy Metal band Saxon, in a 
case involving previous ‘band members Graham Oliver and 
Steve Dawson, who registered the name Saxon for themselves 
in 1997 without the knowledge of Mr. Byford. Mr. Justice 
Laddie ruled that Oliver-Dawson had registered the name in 
bad faith. Saxon’s decisive. victory over former members 
Oliver-Dawson is well-timed as it coincides with the band’s 
25th anniversary celebrations: 

In the meantime, Saxon have lined up the following 
European dates: April 4 - RockHouse.- Salzburg, AUT, 5 - 
Spodek Metal Mania - Katowice, POL; June 1 - Hirson Rotonde. 
Festival - Lille, FR and 8 - Gods Of Metal Festival -\Monzay ITA: 


up”. NASUM have completed work on their forthcoming 
Relapst lease, entitled Helvete (Swedish for “Hell"’). The alburr 
was recorded in Sweden's Soundlab Studios, with production by 
the band’s awn Mieszko zyk ts on the rel due out 
in late May, include Shane Embury (NAPALM DEATH) and 
Jorgen Sandstrom (ENTOMBED, ex-GRAVE). In related 
news, the band will also be issuing a split EP with Napalm Death 
soon, with Nasum covering the Napalm classic ‘Unchallenged 
Hate’ and Napalm Death covering Nasum’s ‘The Masked Face’, 

Sweden's PASSENGER have inked a worldwide deal with 
Century Media. The band line-up includes Anders Friden (vocals, 
IN FLAMES), Niclas Engelin (guitars, GARDENIAN), Patrik J 
Sten (drums, ex-TRANSPORT LEAGUE, Studio Fredman 
engineer) and ss, HEADPLATE), The self- 
at Studio Fredman in Gothenburg and 
is due out in late April. Passenger are planning a tour for late 
2003... Accordit Blabbermouth, EXODUS vocalist Steve 
‘Zetro! Souza is back band and plans are underway for 


okan Skoger 
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the band to hit th dio with Andy Sneap to record their first 
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g others, the following tracks:'War Is 


Records, will 


Of The Century’, ‘AnGary’, ‘Throwing 
(re-recording), ‘Impaler’. (re-recording), 
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rie ech th drop on May 13th 
EXHUMED are currently writing material for their forthcom 
full-length, Anatomy Is Destiny. The album will be 


roducer/engineer Neil Kernon (RED HAR- 

VEST T. QUEENSRYCHE JUDAS PRIEST). Tracks 
Jude: 'Under The Knife’, 'Grotesqueries’, ‘in The 

‘Death Walks Behind You, ‘Nativity Obscene (A 
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J e)' and ‘Waxworks’. A summer release is expect- 
HATE ETERNAL were involved in a van accident on 
Wisconsin en route to a show. The band's van slid 


ice on the highway and hit a tree, causing 
around and impact the van. Frontman Erik 
injuries, including whiplash and a cracked verte- 
of the band and the tour mana 
)ut injuries. Rutan has been released from the 


be returning home to Florida to recover. 
d recording material for their forth- 
com ease, Darkest Day Of Horror due out on 


PIG DESTROYER's 


cept album with 


thcoming new 2CD set 
ative and prose written 
he album's first disc will feature the band's 
while the second disc will contain one, 30 
RAGE have named their next album 
1 album will be produced by Charlie Bauerfeind 
no studio in Tenerife, Spain, Watch for a summer 
release... The Maryland Death Fest 2000 is confirmed for May 23- 
25 at The Thunderdome in Baltimore, Maryland, So far the line- 
up includes the following: ABORTED, CINERARY, CIRCLE 
OF DEAD CHILDREN, DEVOURMENT, INTERNAL 
BLEEDING, LEUKORRHEA, PYREXIA, SKINLESS and 
SUFFOCATION among others.. A PERFECT CIRCLE 
have brought in former MARILYN MANSON bassist Twiggy 
Ramirez to replace Paz Lenchantin. APC have also lost guitarist 
Troy Van Leeuwen to QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE, but 
so far there's no news on who will replace him... GOSPEL OF 
HORNS, IN AETURNUM and RAZOR OF OCCAM hit 
the road in Europe on May 9th in Belgium. Dates run until the 
25th in Poland. In related news, In Aeturnum have inked a deal 
with Regain Records for their next full-length... UK based metal 
label Killin Time Records Today have signed HUMANITY. The 
band who have an average age of 18, go into Purple Studios UK 


in April to record their debut album, The album has a working 
title of When Silence Calls and is scheduled for release in 
August... HOUWITSER entered Exce: 
Holland this month to record thei 
Assessment. The band’s website has a new address: 
www.houwitsercom... SYMPHONY X head to Europe in April 
for a tour with STRATOVARIUS before returning to the US. 

SODOM have finished mixing their upcoming live alourn, One 


Night In Bangkok, at Harris Johns Spiderhouse studio. A release 
date is yet to be scheduled. The band will tour South America 
and Mexico in May with OVERKILL. SUPERJOINT RITU- 
AL begin recording their second album this month. A late sum- 
mer release through Sanctuary is expected... BLACK LABEL 
SOCIETY's new album, The Blessed Hellride, will be out in 
Japan with the bonus track, FUN. Mike Inez will be playing bass 
for BLS on the west coast US run and Japan tour., CIRCLE OF 
DEAD CHILDREN have entered Austin Enterprise studio in 
to record their upcoming Human Harvest album for Displeased 
Records. Studio owner Steve Austin stated during the recordings, 
“some landmark drumming may have just happened tonight! 
The album is out on April 28th... Columbia's GORETRADE will 
release their new album this May.. VITAL REMAINS new 
opus, Dechristianize, will be out on April 22nd. Original member 
Tony Lazaro (guitar) describes the new album as “more speed 
with a lot more harmonies,” It's got the brutality, but also it's very 
dynamic and textured,"... NIGHT IN GALES’ new drummer is 
Adriano Ricci (ex-BLOOD RED ANGEL, TORTURE 
CHAMBER). The band are now rehearsing on a regular basis 
and will soon record a new demo... Skyscraper has announced its 
partnership with American distributor Crash Music Inc 
Skyscraper titles will be officially available in the United States as 
of this spring.. QUO VADIS are presently adding finishing 
touches to their next effort, From Sequence To Consequence. 
Engineered by producer Pierre Remillard (CRYPTOPSY, 
OBLIVEON), the follow-up to Passage In Time will appear later 
this year.. According to their website (wwwnevermore.tv), 
NEVERMORE!'s forthcoming album, Enemies Of Reality “is 
well underway.’ Frontman Warrel Dane added: “All the drum 


tracks are done. All the bass tracks as well as the main guitar 
tracks are done. Jeff is doing solos as we speak, | have three main 
vocals done and things are going very good. Kelly (Gray - pro- 
ducer) is really easy to work with... so put your fears to rest!" 


Watch for the record on June |7th.. GARDENIAN have 
added two new members: vocalist Appolo Papathanasio and 
bassist Rob Hakemo. >The band are recording their new album at 
Studio Fredman. man goth rockers CREMATORY are 

considering making a comeback following their recent appear- 
ar Blast-produced tribute to METALLICA, 
A Tribute To The Four Horsemen. Even though the band official- 
ly broke up in the summer of 2001, they were approached by 


ance on the Nucl 


the label about doing a song for the tribute and covered ‘One’ 
The sessions went so well that the band has started writing new 
material, the quality of which will dictate whether or not they 


actually go into the studio... MOTORHEAD have scheduled a 
UK tour beginning October 5. In somber news, long time crew 
member Wayne Cossins passed away recently after a long battle 
with cancer. TILES has completed pre-production on their 
forthcoming album, Window Dressing, and have d White 
Room studios in Detroit with oducer Terry Brown (RUSH, 
DREAM THEATER, FATES WARNING). Visit the band’s 
website at wwwtiles-music.com for periodic updates, photos, 
and video clips of the proceedings.. MYSTIC PROPHECY 
have inked a long-term deal with Nuclear Blast. Their new album, 
Regressus, (meaning The Return in English) will be released June 
|6th. The band consists of Greek vocalist R. D. Liapakis (VAL- 
LEY’S EVE), bass player Martin Albrecht (ex- 
STORMWITCH), drummer Dennis Ekdah| (RAISE HELL) 
and guitarist Gus G. (DREAM EVIL/FIREWIND), who 
recently was mentioned in the Best Guitar Player worldwide Top 
Ten list in Burrn! and Young Guitar magazines... CALLENISH 
CIRCLE's upcoming album, My Passion //Your Pain, is due out 
‘on May Sth. The limited edition digipak version will contain the 
PESTILENCE cover ‘ Of The Body’, The band and 
CRUSTACEAN will be part of the Dutch Thrash Attack tour 
package which will occur in May and June this year., AGENT 
STEEL have inked a deal with Scarlet, The band's new album, 
Order Of The Illuminati, will be released in Europe and Asia in 
May.. Crash Music has signed an exclusive Jicensing deal with 
Japan's World Chaos Productions for Cleveland Ohio's SOUL- 
LESS. Crash will release the band’s new album, Agony’s Lament, 
this spring... NAPALM DEATH bassist Shane Embury revealed 
recently that he and Kevin Sharp of BRUTAL TRUTH fame 
are discussing the idea of a new project... HEIR APPARENT 
recently added Mike Blair (ex-ETHERIA) as their new vocalist. 

BLAZE have announced a string of UK dates that begin on 
April 25th in London, UK and run until May Sth in Northampton, 
UK... According to a recent press release, HORIZON is stil 
looking for a lead singer: “The successful applicant will immedi- 


je How fear of Lygf By Aaron Small 


After the success of last year’s The Cold White Light album, Sentenced have 
taken a temporary vacation, mainly due to the fact that guitarist Sami Lopakka 
and his wife have given birth to a baby boy. Sentenced will return with their per- 
formance at Wacken Open Air 2003. In the meantime, Sentenced vocalist Ville 
Laihiala has formed Poisonblack and released the album Escapexstacy, on 
Century Media. 


Ville is adamant about the fact that Poisonblack “is not a project band. The idea has been in 
my head for two years. | don't do this with my left hand.” Although Ville is the singer for Sentenced, 
you will only hear him doing backing vocals in Poisonblack. His main role is that of both lead and 
thythm guitarist. J.P. Leppaluoto from Charon was chosen as lead vocalist. “I've been playing guitar 
for almost 20 years,” says Ville. “I’m in a lucky position that | can enjoy music by singing, and now 
by playing the guitar. It was not even an option for me to sing on this album because | just wanted 
to play guitar. Even though | wrote all the lyrics, | know that J.P. does an awesome job of giving a 
voice to the band and feeling to the lyrics. Without sounding like a selfish asshole, this is more like 
my own thing, to show another side of myself.” 

Initially, Poisonblack were called Shadowlands. A two song demo containing ‘All Else Is 
Hollow’ and ‘The Kiss Of Death’ (both tracks appear on Escapexstacy) was released before Ville 
decided that “the name Shadowlands didn’t really fit with the lyrics or the whole theme surrounding 
the band.” The meaning behind the name Poisonblack is rather elementary. “My two favourite col- 
ors are red and black. To try and create a different word for black. there isn’t; black is just s fucking 
cool word. Red reminded me of poison, so Poisonblack.” 

A correspondingly simple explanation to the album title, Escapexstacy, is given. “It's kind of 
hard to analyze yourself and the way you write, but if you think about Sentenced, Sentenced’s lyrics 
are more about real life. This is just to let my imagination flow, writing about my fantasies, fears and 
cravings. Escapexstacy was a perfect name for it. There's a lot of death in the album too, but it does- 
n't mean the ending of anything. Death is more or less symbolizing escape. There’s a lot about 
women, sex, lust. Some higher force put women on this Earth for us men to worship and fear, | like 
to write about that.” 


Ornve 


Not The Same Ol] 


Personal demons are a recurring topic in songs like ‘The Glow Of The Flames ‘and ‘The State’. 
“I'm the kind of person who goes from despair to joy in a blink of an eye,” admits Ville. “My demons 
aren't necessarily bad ones. They ‘re just fucking up my head. When | listen to the album now, | feel 
kind of relieved. The only way | could describe it is that | exorcised some of my demons. It might 
sound cheesy but it’s the way | feel.” 

Poisonblack also marks Ville’s debut as producer. “It’s a pain in the ass when you try to pro- 
duce your own music. | don’t know if | want to do it again. | had such a strong vision about the music 
and how | wanted the songs to sound, that | didn't want to use anybody else. It sounds like a job 
well done. The main thing is that I'm really proud of the album. If it takes off, that would be fucking 
Killer.” 

Alongside Ville and J.P. in Poisonblack are Janne Kukkonen on bass, Tarmo Kanerva on drums 
and Marco Sneck on keyboards. In the album credits, Tarmo and Marco are listed as session play- 
ers and were not present for the photo shoot, Ville explains. “Everything happened kind of fast. 
Tarmo and Marco are good friends of mine and we've been rehearsing together. We are a full band 
now. | don't want to do it the way Yngwie Malmsteen does it; every album there's different players 
That's not a fucking band, that's a circus. We're already writing new stuff. | have six new songs on 
my computer so there will definitely be another album. The new material is a bit heavier and maybe 
a bit faster but still melodic with good choruses. They're raw ideas right now so | can't really say 
what they're going to sound like. It will be dark and erotic; it will make the ladies wet.” 2 


Digger 


tory +++ by Carl Begai 


A traditional old school metal powerhouse Grave Digger may be, but they are anything but a 
simple three chord band. When they make a new album they often go all out, the conceptual 
ideas behind the music just as important as the music itself. They are storytellers, not just 
musicians, and like bards of old they take great pleasure in presenting their stories to apprecia- 
tive followers and curious strangers. So it was in a nameless German town, journalists from all 
over the world gathered around a long dining hall table at Grave Digger’s request and feasted on 
sizzling meat straight off the bone (no plates, no forks, just daggers), tankards of ale (big) and 


wine (bigger), and the sweet sound of their new conceptual meisterwerk, Rheingold. 


In the spirit of their previous concept-oriented victories such as Tunes Of War and 
Excalibur, Rheingold was inspired by myth and legend. In this case, singer/mastermind 
Chris Boltendah| turned to The Ring Of The Nibelungs by Richard Wagner for inspiration, a 


tale about an evil dwarf that forswears and curses all love for power, resulting in death and 


destruction in the realm of the Norse gods. The tale, divided into ten chapters, is expertly 
woven into Grave Digger's trademark metal attack, tracks like ‘Rheingold’, ‘Valhalla’ and 
‘Liar’ guaranteed not to disappoint the band’s faithful legion of fans. Rather than coming off 
as being simply more of the same, though, the songs on Rheingold possess an energy most 
bands pushing 20 years don’t have. , 

“I think one of the main reasons we sound fresh on Rheingold is because of Manni 
(Schmidt/guitars),” Chris says. “When we wrote the last album (The Grave Digger) Manni 
had been in the band only two months. We wrote songs, put them on CD and that was it. 
Manni has been in the band for two-and-a-half years now, we've done a tour and festivals 
together and everything fits. There’s more pressure on us now than there was two years ago 
but we have a very good relationship in this band, and we took that fresh atmosphere and 
that friendship and put them into the music. 

Grave Digger has done more than simply rehash themselves on Rheingold. From 
adding trumpets to the middle of the up-tempo ‘Giants’ to some dynamic and totally unex- 
pected Sava-touched arrangements in ‘Maidens Of War’, ‘Murderer’ and ‘Twilight Of The 
Gods’, the band has created an album where the music bends to the story rather than the 
other way around. The fans’ personal tastes will decide if Rheingold matches up to or sur- 


passes the classic Tunes Of War - the benchmark of all Grave Digger concepts - but it can 
be said that the new album makes the last one pale in comparison. 

“When we made the last album we were tired of the concepts about Tunes, Knights or 
Excalibur,” Chris admits. “We decided to do an album which is different, and for some fans 
it was more dark, dirty, perhaps more rock ‘n’ roll. It was a risk to leave the concept ideas 
behind but it worked for us. And, it made us hungry to do these concepts again. | think this 
concept thing is true Grave Digger. | can’t deny that this is what | love most about doing 
Grave Digger; telling stories with our music.” 

An astounding amount of work went into the writing of Rheingold, both on a musical 
and lyrical level. The CD booklet will contain excerpts of the Rheingold legend summarized 
by Chris to explain the plot illustrated by the song lyrics, much the same way Savatage has 
done with their own conceptual works. It almost seems like too much of an effort has been 
made to get the point across when many metal fans are often more concerned with music 
and image than lyrical substance. 

“It's just easier for us to work with a concept,” Chris says of this passion. “We're 
used to it. If people fall in love with the concept, that’s great, but you can always listen to 
Grave Digger without knowing or caring about the story. It’s like, ‘Oh, here’s a song called 
‘Rheingold’; what's that? | don’t give a shit...’ but it's got gold and guardians and maidens in 
it, big riffs and big drums, so for them that’s a cool song. There are a lot of fans that recog- 
nize the intelligence behind what we're doing, too. We write for both types of fans because 
we know they all enjoy something of what we're doing.” & 


ICED EARTH 
A Burden In The Hand! 


ICED EARTH mainman Jon Schaffer posted at the band’s web- 
site (www.icedearth.com) that the band “will begin recording 
around the first week of April.” Titled The Glorious Burden, 
Schaffer says he’s “never felt so good and excited about a 
record before. This will really be a special one.” 

One song in particular will appease US historians. 
Schaffer explains: “A while back | was working ‘on a song 
called ‘Gettysburg’ and it was a nice piece of music but it real- 
ly wasn’t giving me what | felt | needed to tell the story of what 
went on there 140 years ago. It’s nearly impossible in five, 
minutes of music. It has, without a doubt, been the most chal- 
lenging subject matter and emotionally taxing undertaking 
that I’ve ever tackled. It will be just about 30 minutes long and 
told in three parts, one for each day of the battle. It will be 
called ‘Gettysburg (1863)’ but will consist of three songs enti- 
tled ‘The Devil To Pay’, ‘Hold At All Costs’ and ‘High Water 
Mark’. | will be hiring the Prague Philharmonic Orchestra to 
perform on it, as well as a few parts on a couple of other 
songs. | am working on’string sections and the other sympho- 
ny parts now and finishing up lyrics on it and on some of the 
other tunes,” 

Due out in September, The Glorious Burden will also 
contain the following tracks: ‘Declaration Day’, ‘When The 
Eagle Cries’, ‘The Reckoning (Don't Tread On Me)’, 
‘Greenface’, ‘Red Baron/Blue Max’, ‘Attila’, ‘Waterloo’, 
‘Valley Forge’, ‘A Gift Or A Curse?’ and‘Hollow Man’. 

Schaffer adds: “This release will take up’ nearly every 
available minute on the CD format, because you deserve it!” 


TESTAMENT 


“Get Out There And Enjoy Life; 
YOU’RE DONE!” 


TESTAMENT frontman Chuck Billy posted the following health 
update at the band’s website (wwwW,testamentlegions.com): 
“On Valentine's Day | had my FINAL two operations and both 
Surgeries were.a complete success..| saw my*surgeon, .Dr. 
Sweezer, the \coolest cat out there, and he said ‘Get out there 
and enjoy life; YOU'RE DONE!’ We said ‘Thanks and hope we 
hever have to-see you again,”\He.laughed and said ‘Only at 
your concerts.’ So we are in.full swing ahead.” Guitarist 
Eric Peterson added that the band are about to embark on the 
European No Mercy Festival in April. “Due to (drummer) Jon 
Allen’s personal family issues, he will not be able to, partici- 
pate in the.tour at this time. Our thoughts and prayers go out 
to his family. Filling in on this tour and possibly more will be 
Asgeir Mickelson from the bands BORKNAGAR, SPIRAL 
ARCHITECT and VINTERSORG, Asgeir is. aelong. time 
Testament fan and is ready to tear some shit up with us! 

As for new material, Peterson reports; fe arein. heavy 
writing mode and:are demoing up-songs; so.far about Seven 
have been‘Horn! All Lcan say that it’s in The Gathering and old 
school thrash vein! We will-finish up early simmer, and 
record hopefully in @arly fallin between all of this, we will be 
on the.road here and there, once again to get our vibe back.” 


SIX FEET UNDER 


With Full'Force Appearance To Be 
Filmed For DVD Release 


SIX FEET UNDER are confirmed to play this year’s Graspop 
(Belgium): and With Full Force (Germany). “More European 
dates surrounding the festival dates will be added soon,” 
leader Chris Barnes says. “Werwill also be filming the With 
Full’Force show for-an upcoming live DVD due to the killer 
response we've‘had with Double Dead! More on that later.” 

SFU is currently beginning to write their next CD. 
“We've got some great ideas for this next release and are 
really gonna concentrate on making this the best CD we've put 
out - for real! Other than that, | don’t wanna give too much 
away - you'll have to wait for the final product!” 

Recording was slated for this month. The band will be 
heading ‘into Morrisound studios in. Tampa, Florida to begin 
tracking the drums and guitar. Vocals.will be tracked in Miami 
as well.as the mix. “Right now, we're going over our options 
as far as producers. Metal Blade is looking at a summer 
release date for the CD. We'll let you know more as wé-get 
things movin’.” ° 


ately enter the studio to record the band’s new album due for 
worldwide release on Massacre Records." For details head to 
www.horizon et... END OF GREEN are in the studio 
recording their fourth full-length, Last Night On Earth. The band 
plan to record ten tracks for the album, due out through 
Silverdust Records on May 26th... ROB ROCK’S RAGE OF 
CREATION, featuring Rob Rock (ex- IMPELLITTERI) will 
release the album Eyes Of Eternity on May 26th. Guests on the 
release include Roy Z (guitar - BRUCE DICKINSON, HAL- 
FORD), Butch Carlson (drums - JAG PANZER), Rick 
Renstrom (guitar), Mistheria (keyboards - EDGE OF TIME) 
and Ray Burke (bass)... STRAPPING YOUNG LAD's "SYL" 
has entered the Billboard Heetseekers chart at #97 during its 
first week of release... Norway's HELHEIM have also signed 
with Massacre. The Pagan/Viking metal band already got a discog- 
raphy of four albums and one mini-CD, Their fifth album should 
be out as you read this., POWERGOD | 
contract with Massacre Records for another three albums and 
are in the middle of their next album, which will again consist of 
cult metal cover versions. Title of the Powergod tribute is 
Practice What You Preach - That's Metal Lesson 2, A tracklist will 
be announced shortly... EPHEL DUATH have finally recorded, 
mixed and mastered their second album The Painter's Palette, 
Watch for the record in May on Elitist Records... WOLVERINE 
are presently laying down their new album, The Cold Light Of 
Monday... Darkseed have inked a deal with Massacre, Their new 
album, Astral Adventures, is being recorded now, Release date 
will be April 28th... CATTLE DECAPITATION have filmed a 
video for the title track of their debut album, To Serve Man... The 
X-Mass Festivals 2003 will feature HYPOCRISY (headliner), 
DESTRUCTION, VADER, NILE, DEW-SCENTED, DIS- 
BELIEF, MISERY INDEX. The dates run from December 7th 
at Camden Place in London and run to the 21st in Tilburg, NL 

Form Ball Vj Riki Rachtman has resurfaced 
as the host of “The Ball,’ a two-hour hard rock/heavy met: 
clalty show airing Saturday nights on 97.1 KLSX from midnight 
2 am, E-mail Rachtman at theball@clubcathouse.com with your 
requests... FULL STRIKE, the project formed by HAMMER- 
FALL guitarist Stefan Elr ex-LOST HORIZON vocalist 
Niclas Jonsson and ex-CRAWLEY bassist Chris Savage 
Goldsmith, is in the final songwriting stages for phom 
album, which will be recorded in the spring for a late st 
release through Spitfire Records... REBELLION, the ba 
turing former GRAVE DIGGER guitarist Uwe Lulis, t 

finished work on its second album Born A Rebel, The 

due out April 28.,, French thrashers NO RETURN ha 
ed ways with keyboardist Malko Pouchin, No 
for Pouchin's departure. In other news, the 


ve renewed their 


menced the songwriting proce 
Three tracks have thus far been completed for th 
last year’s Machinery, tentatively due 
through Nuclear Blast (in France via 

Ozzfest press conference ebrua OZZY 
OSBOURNE revealed that ind BLACK SABBATH 
bandmate Tony lommi have been collaborat ta 
songwriting... PAUL DI’ANNO tly recordin 


for their ne 


acoustic album of Maiden class HIRAX g 
their new album, tentatively titled The New 

band are confirmed to play this year’s E lead festival 
Germany  (www.bang-your-head.de tm) RAISE 
HELL's new lead s Jimmy F DRIFTAWAY) 
Former vocalist Nilssor foc 


the f 


playing guitar in 
pre-production for 

to enter the studio d 
ing the effort 
EDENBRIDGE 
track... EMPIRE’ 
this month. Tr 


have released 
2 LP with a bonus 
Lion Music 
Martin, Neil Murray, 
2s and Gerald Kloos. The 
ty of touring Europe... New 
upergroup SECTION A, featuring singer 
(LION'S SHARE), drummer Andreas Lill 
(VANDEN PLAS) guitarist Tor Enevoldsen and special 
guests DEREK SHERINIAN and Gunter Werno (Vanden 
Plas), will release their new album, The Seventh Sign, through 
Lion Music in May... WINTERLONG are back with a 
up and improved sound. Their new album, The Second Coming 
is out through Lion Music in May. Two drummers are featured on 
the album, Anders Johansson (MALMSTEEN, HAMMER- 
FALL) and Andreas Lill (VANDEN PLAS).. TODAY IS 
THE DAY are set to return to Europe for the first time'in three 
years, The trio will headline an extensive European tour kicking 
off on May Ist at Old Angel in Nottingham, UK and wrapping up 
on May | 8th at Knaack in Berlin, Germany... DEFLESHED's 
Royal Straight Flesh is available in Europe on LP and picture disc 
LP.. EVEREVE's Enetics album is available in a limited edition 
2CD set featuring six remixes and a DVD with video 


ito th 


ine- 


8. 


LAKE OF TEARS' new CD single, ‘Sorcerers’, is cut now in 
Europe.. EIDOLON drummer Shawn Drover took a brief 
moment from recording to give BW&BK this latest studio 
update." Things are really flowing along smoothly for this record, 
Coma Nation had a good balance of covering a lot of the metal 
spectrum, and we wanted that to continue with (the forthcom- 

album) Apostles Of Defiance. We 
ate different forms of met 


e lucky in that we can cre- 
ie it speed metal, melodic or more 
complex/weird stuff and get away with it. This new record really 
takes on that c cal curveballs 
udio-land!” 
s OF 


pt, with a couple of new mv 


thrown in for good measure. Alll is good here in 
the new record will include, ‘ 
wisted Morality’, ‘Final Descent’ and ‘Detaine: 

Hypocrisy’... DREAM THEATER hit the studio on March 
10th, to write and record a new studio album. Meanwhile, front- 
man James LaBrie is currently on his new MULLMUZZLER 
disc and will be recording at Power Plant Studios in Barrie, 
Ontario by the spring.. ANIMAL have confirmed the following 
US tour date - Vnuk's Lounge - Cudahy, WI, 5 - Nite 
. 3 - Blue Cat - Springfield, OH, 17 - 
Connections - Clifton, Nj, 18 - Don Hill's - New York, NY, 19 - 
ts - Rock - Detroit, MI. Animal 

features guitarists Chris Holmes and Randy 
Piper. WOLF w Studios with producer Peter 
(DIMMU BORGIR, PAIN, HYPOCRISY) this june 


take a short break from record- 


for 


ing to 6-Pack Weekend, taking place at 
The € 13/14, The new album will 
be re 3 tour and the release of a new 


‘elease will come from Holm (MER- 
CYFUL FATE, KING DIAMOND). Reports say the album 


will be “even t ce Heavy Metal than the two pre- 


CORNERSTONE , featuring frontman Doogie White 
YNGWIE MALMSTEEN commenced work on their 
third KRISIUN have begun recording their new as-yet- 


nit tudios in Sao Paulo with producer 
CRYPTOPSY, KATAKLYSM, 

will include two instrumentals and 
f VENOM 's ‘In League W'th Satan’ 

h hares that after 
and 
ost aggressive death metal, 


GORGUTS 


€ keep pre 


es: 


the r 
which claim to be the best, fuck 
weak new metal. Death metal is 
album's gonna be just KRISIUN 
{ originality delivering the real 
CIRCLE Il CIRCLE, featuring ex SAVATAGE 
their Ybor City gig on February 28th 

VD, The debut album, Watching The 

8th through AFM Records, DEW- 


SCENTED heir next album with Andy 
t n Bohne, Germany. The band start 

r April and then proceed with 

y record in the fall. PRIMAL 

FEAR | NO New cover songs for forth- 
oming Ni Blast tribute albums, ‘Die Young’ (BLACK 


SABBATH) ind ‘Two Min To Midnight’ (IRON MAID- 


Iso started the 


riting process for 
tival season in Europe, 
many, Spain and Portugal, 


tart work on their fifth album. 
da with SPV, The label previously 
parc alblmns but noi Rhapsody will appear on 
SPV's own label, Steamhammer, through an arrangement with 
Magic Circ sic. Rhapsody’s next album will be self-produced 
by Luca Turilli and Alex Staropoli, Sources sa 
sition" of the album is done. The disc is scheduled for a 
‘ed out in August... OSI, 
the new side-project featuring guitarist Jim Matheos (FATES 
WARNING), keyboardist Kevin Moore (CHROMA KEY, ex- 
Dream Theater) and drummer Mike Portnoy ( 
TRANSATLANTIC) became InsideOut America's top selling 
act in their history recently as the album, Office Of Strategic 
Influence, made the following chart positions: #9 on the 
Billboard Internet Sales, #| at Uni #12 atAmazon.com 
and #61 on the Billboard Heatseekers chart... MNEMIC have 
signed with Nuclear Blast and have entered AntFarm Studios to 
begin recording their debut album. The band describe their 
sound a and have been compared to 
MESHUGGAH and FAITH NO MORE. “The new tracks 
eavy and tight, with grooves that turn into atmos- 
pheric choruses supported by both dirty and clean vocals, says 
Mircea, the band's guitarist... DEREK SHERINIAN has been 
hard at work putting the finishing touches to his upcoming third 
solo CD e1 Black Utopi ich will be available April 22nd, 
Guests on the release will include: YNGWIE MALMSTEEN 
(guitar), AL DiMEOLA (guitar), ZAKK WYLDE (guitar), 
STEVE LUKATHER (guitar), SIMON PHILLIPS (drums), 


distributed the 


“basic compo- 


September release, with a single 


eam Theater, 


CORPORATION 187 


PARADISE THRASHYFO! 


“T hate your paradise!” screams Corporation 187 singer Filip Carlsson in the chorus 
to ‘Religious Connection,’ the first track from the Linkoping, Sweden-based thrash- 
ers’ sophomore album, Perfection In Pain. Not an atypical sentiment for extreme 
metal, but Carlsson isn’t pushing the blasphemy button for its own sake, not here: 
His lyrics have a specific and personal meaning. 


Carlsson, who also plays bass with Satanic Slaughter, explains how the song came about, 
“Corp. 187 and Satanic Slaughter were doing a European tour, and we gave an interview to a local 
newspaper. We discussed religion, and that we aren't Satanists - it’s only a band name. | have a 
relative who read the newspaper and wrote me a letter to try and convince me I should be a 
Christian. She is working in an organization to make people Christian, and she thinks | am lost to 
Satan. | don’t think that she’s worth the time to talk to, so, that song’s my way of dealing with her 
letter.” 

Not that Carlsson’s relative would have had more sympathy with the band’s origin as a Slayer 
cover band known as Divine Intervention; at any rate, the quintet are anxious to shed that legacy. 
“That was in ‘95, and we have done a lot of stuff since then,” Carlsson says. “But it’s inevitable 
that people are still going to ask about the Slayer thing.” 

Divine Intervention came together when guitarists Olof Knutson and Magnus Pettersson 
hooked up with drummer Robert Eng to enter a hometown battle of the bands. Carlsson signed on 
as bassist but soon quit to pursue a one-man project called Autumn, in which he sang for the first 
time outside of “screaming drunk in pubs,” as he puts it. Two years later, Corporation 187 grew 
from the germ of Divine Intervention. When vocalist Pelle Severin left after a tour in support of the 
band’s Wicked World debut, Subliminal Fear, “the guys didn’t know what to do,” Carlsson recalls. 
“Pd recorded a demo at Studio Helltower (owned by Pettersson and Eng). They’d been without a 
singer for about a year and a half, so | asked if they'd like to use me. We tried it out and it worked. 
We started making new songs because they hadn't been doing any songs since Pelle left the band, 
and we started making songs as fast as we could.” 

While the first record had been recorded entirely at Studio Underground, Corp. 187 decided 
they would save some money on the second go-round. As a result, they recorded vocals, bass and 
solos at Studio Helltower, which left cash over to have the album properly mixed by Peter Tagtgren 
at Abyss. “We are very satisfied with the sound,” Carlsson says of the production. 

With Carlsson as frontman, the band’s songwriting process has changed as well. “The former 
singer had more tonal range, and | really don’t have much of a tone in my voice - | just scream. | 
think they have tried to make songs in another way than before, not so much just going ahead with 
the riff. Now we try to build the song like a song, to have more of a chorus riff and a verse riff.” 

On the surface, it's easy to compare Corp. 187 to New Wave of Swedish Thrash outfits like 
The Haunted and Carnal Forge, all bands with a similar knack for speed, precision and brutality. 
Carlsson, however, doesn’t see the connection. “Maybe we have the same guitar and drum sound, 
they're mixed in the same way, so musically we are similar; on the other hand, you can have’a 
record that sounds very good, but if you don't have great songs, what’s the point? | actually heard 
Carnal Forge for the first time one week ago! We don’t try to do music like the other guys. I like 
black metal and death metal; we have influences from every part of hard rock ‘n roll.” 2 
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RaprTuce 


Finland's Next Wave? 


By Martin Popoff 


Second record in for these frost-hearted Finns and what a brilliant piece 
of work they hath wrought. Songs For The Withering follows ‘01's Futile 
with a bang and much adjustment. Clean vocals duel with those from 
death, production pounds seductively, and the songs stick like the emo- 


tional highs from Sentenced, Amorphis, Katatonia and Opeth strung 
together like tiny white Christmas lights spiked right ‘round your heart. 
And all of this is delivered headbangingly in a rock ‘n’ rollsy 4/4 context 
that is more Black Album than it is black metal, 


“The main difference is that the new material is a lot more diverse than what 
we had on Futile,” begins co-vocalist Petri Eskelinen. “The first album is very 
unified, a unified package, so to speak. All the songs are very, very heavy 
and the atmosphere is almost suffocating, suffocatingly heavy (laughs), And 
on the new one, we weren't trying to make this huge wall of sound with lay- 
ers and layers of guitars and a lot of keyboards, We took all the keyboards 
away and now we're just trying to rock out a little bit. And with the vocals, 
well, that was just a case of trying to search for new ways of bringing 
dynamics to the sound and a bit more expression to the music. I'm doing all 
the clean vocals now and Henri, the new guy, is doing all the death vocal 
stuff. But when we play live, I'm still able to do the death metal stuff, so 
we're still going to do a bit of interplay between those two things, And Aleksi, 
our guitar player, he can also do the clean stuff. He can sing the clean har- 
Monies with me, so that should be something really good, But it’s just a 
question of dynamics. 

Ah yes, Aleksi (also new to the band), who with co-guitarist Tomi, 
weave heaving, sobbing riffs into songs that stick to the point of happen- 
stancing obsession, “They wrote the material pretty much 50-50, together 
and they just click perfectly,” agrees Petri with respect to this valuable team. 
“With our previous guitar player, Jarno, they had problems with the way 
Rapture should sound and they really couldn’t come to terms with that, so 
Jarno decided that it was best for him and best for us, if he concentrate on 
Shape Of Despair (ed. Tomi and drummer Samu also play with Shape Of 
Despair, Samu also doing duty with Finntroll). But Tomi and Aleksi work per- 
fectly together. Aleksi is a bit more of a rock ‘n’ roll guy; he listens to old 
Motley Crue and Hanoi Rocks. But they have a mutual understanding, their 
own language. | feel really fortunate to be playing with these guys. There's a 
strong sense of trust within the band. Although we haven't had a rehearsal 
place, we always know that we could go to the studio and just put somebody 
in the vocal booth or whatever and press record, and what comes out just 
sounds like Rapture. We all know what the band should sound like.” 

And another person who seems to know what the band should sound 
like is the producer of Songs For The Withering, Tuomo Valtonen, the result- 
ing album, quite simply, being one of the best sounding metal records I’ve 
heard in years. “Tuomo is an old professional,” says Petri. “He's been work- 
ing in the music scene for 20 years or so, and he’s produced a lot of semi- 
nal and important releases in Finnish music. | think, he’s been getting into 
metal more in the last maybe five years. But Finntroll did both of their 
albums there, and we did, so he’s been doing a lot more metal lately than 
ever before, The sounds he creates are very strong, very powerful. And you 
can definitely tell he’s been doing a lot of work outside of metal before 
because he has the knowledge and the insight that a good producer has. He 
definitely knows what the band needs and he knows what the band wants 
and he’s a very easy guy to work with; we're definitely going to be working 
with him in the future as well.” 

“We've done two shows in our entire career,” states Petri in closing 
with respect to the band’s almost total live inexperience. “As for the future, 
| hope we can do some tours. But the way sales have been going, | don't 
think we'll be getting any too high-profile tours for years (laughs). But now 
we have a place to rehearse and we're rehearsing once or twice a week and 
trying to build up a set list to play some shows this spring or summer. For 
all you Americans and Canadians out there, you should start bugging 
Century Media right now (laughs).” & 


KREATOR 
Glory To The Brave! 


KREATOR’s first ever double DVD, Live Kreation (Revisioned 
Glory), has been completed. Leader Mille Petrozza spent 
three full months in the studio, editing and mixing the materi- 
al. The track list is: ‘The Patriarch’, ‘Violent Revolution’, 
‘Reconquering The Throne’, ‘Extreme Aggression’, ‘People Of 
The Lie’, ‘Lost’, ‘Coma Of Souls’, ‘All Of The Same Blood 
(Unity)’, ‘Phobia’, ‘Black Sunrise’, ‘Pleasure To Kill’, 
‘Renewal’, ‘Servant In Heaven - King In Hell’, ‘Terrible 
Certainty’, ‘Riot Of Violence’, ‘Terrorzone’, ‘Betrayer’, ‘Flag Of 
Hate’ and ‘Tormentor’. 

The DVD, mixed in 5.1 Sound, will also include behind- 
the-scenes material from the Violent Revolution tour, plus a 
detailed history that contains all the official video clips from 
1987 to 2001. 

Due out at the same time, the CD version of Live 
Kreation contains all of the tracks on the DVD plus the follow- 
ing: ‘Second Awakening’, ‘Under The Guillotine’, ‘Golden 
Age’, ‘Awakening Of The Gods’ and ‘Leave This World Behind’. 

Also, a Deluxe Edition containing the DVD and the CD 
will come as a 4CD/DVD.box. For the vinyl lovers there'll be a 
limited 4LP. box, containing a large size format version of the 
$2 page booklet. The release date should be sometime this 
Summer, 

All formats feature recordings from Greece, France, 
Brazil, Korea and the Wacken Open Air Festival in Germany. 


SOLITUDE. AETURNUS 
“Still Together!” 


SOLITUDE AETURNUS guitarist John Perez annaynced recent- 
ly that the band is still together and that they have nearly.com- 
pleted 13 songs for their new album. Perez stated: “So far the’ 
songs are sounding more classic than ever withthe usual 
twists and turns that makes SA what it is..We've incorporated 
some more ‘traditional metal’ elements to a greater degree 
than before as well as keeping thé:slow motion ‘evil. doom 
Intact,.Live shows are planned for later this.year,’ most notably. 
in-Greece, where’ we have been invited to play.two stows. A 
possible short European tour as well and. who knows - maybe 
a U.S. tourragain? 

Avfe-rélease of our-first and second album is planned on 
my label Brainticket Records. Into The Depths Of Sorrow and 
Beyond The Crimson Horizon have now been out of print for. 
‘several years and the demand is high, so we'll get them/out in 
tle late spring as well. We'll include some bonus tracks 
(demo versions of songs, plus one or two unreleased) and 
some new liner notes as well. 

Speaking of Brainticket Records, we’ve also released 
my new side project THE LIQUID SOUND COMPANY = Inside 
The Acid Temple. It's a complete psychedelic*music yoyage 
into sound. Most SA fans loved the first one ahd the same 
seems to hold true for this as well. If you fhaven't'checked it 
out yet please do’so at the Brainticket Records*webpage - 
www. brainticket.com.™ 

Solitude Aeturnus plan.to release their.new album later 
this yéar through Massacre-in Europe and through 
Olympic/Century Media in North America. 


VIRGIN. STEELE’s 


David DeFeis 
New Metal Opera On The Way! 


VIRGIN STEELE vocalist David DeFeis is currently lockedin his 
newly built’stidio, named The Wrecking Ball Of Thor, record- 
ing music-for his new metal ‘opera based on: the ‘ancient 
Sumerian character, Lilith. The works will premier on the the- 
atrical stage (performed by The Landestheater Schwaben), 
this June in Memmingen, Germany. The resulting soundtrack 
album, which will be issued sometime after, plus all subse- 
quent Virgin Steele albums, will bear the following: “A 
Hammer Of Zeus Production - Recorded At: The Wrecking Ball 
Of Thor Studio.” 

David describes the music as “the next stage in devel- 
opment from The House Of Atreus. It is bombastic, epic, 
romantic, barbaric, complex and yes, also quite uncompli¢at- 
ed at times. It can be aggressive and tender and perhaps 
sometimes comes across as House Of Atreus meets The 
Marriage Of Heaven & Hell!?” 

Also, a live CD/DVD is still being discussed for release 
over the next year. This will feature.a historical perspective 
and various live material. 


16 | Hot Flashes 


BILLY SHEEHAN (bass), TONY FRANKLIN (bass), 
BRIAN TICHY (guitar) and JERRY GOODMAN (violin)... 

Upon returning home from they're recently completed US tour, 
MALEVOLENT CREATION has replaced touring drummer 
Ariel Alvarado. His replacement for the upcoming European tour 
(which begins on April 4th in Katowiche, Poland) and South 
American tour (which begins on July 4th in Curitiba, Brazil) i 
NILE drummer Tony Laureano. Tony has toured the US and 
Europe with the band for their In Cold Blood tour in 1997. 
Interested drummers can submit promo material or contact 
band at Ualldie¢ 
cate and have an open schedule for a lot of touring. In other 
news, on April Sth and 6th Malevolent Creation js finally filming 
and recording shows for their first live DVD release at the 
MetalMania Festivals in Poland and Czech, to be released in 
just before their appearance at Wacken Open Air Festive 
Party Sans Open Air Festivals in Germany. FIREBIRD's 
album, No.3, is out in Japan through JVC with the bonu 
‘Mistaken Again’. AL ATKINS JUDAS PRIEST four 
member) releases his Heavy Thougt g 
Square label on May Sth... BLOODFLOWERZ 
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CROWN tarist Marcus Sunesson will collaborate with 
DARKEST HOUR on a track for their forthcoming album.. 
VICTORY ginal line-up have reformed and will release a 


b t ugh SPV Summer.. DANZIG js headlining 
The Black shows on May 2nd (Mesa 
, AZ) and May 3rd (Universal 

eles, CA) with SUPERJOINT RITU- 
AL OPETH NILE LACUNA COIL and BEHEMOTH 
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nloads currently available include a live ver 
and demos of ‘Azrael’ and ‘Astronomica’ 

0s for ‘Lonely’ and ‘The Chant’, and a live video 
ction’. News bits at the site include mention of 
bassist JEFF LORDS, called G-Lock, due this 
MENTAL HOME have fished pre-production for their 
next album, Synaesthesia, which will feature a cover of 
DEPECHE MODES ‘In Your Room’, Mental Home is looking 
a late 2003 release through a yet-unknown-label.. DREAM 
THEATER keyboardist Jordan Rudess is currently negotiating a 
new record deal for the RUDESS MORGANSTEIN PRO- 
JECT, his two-man instrumental outfit with DIXIE 
DREGS/WINGERIJJELLY JAM drummer Rod Morgenstein, 
The group's self-titled debut album was released on Domo 
Reca in 1997; look for the follow-up in late summer.. MIS- 
ERY INDEX's forthcoming album, Retaliate, will be recorded at 
Wild Studio in St-Zenon, Quebec from March 28th to April | 8th 
with Jean-Francois Dagenais (KATAKLYSM). The album will be 
released through Nuclear Blast on August 25th. One new demo 
track will be appearing on an upcoming Nuclear Blast compila- 
tion. As well, the band is seeking a full-time second guitarist to 
join the band as touring commences this spring. If interested, e- 
mail Sparky at miseryindexbooking@hotmail.com... FLOWING 
TEARS have parted ways with singer Stefanie Duchene. 


SON GLORY + 


D 


Interested parties contact mail@flowingtears.com. The band says 
that they'll “definitely record the new album within this year and 
we'll back on stage with our new singer as soon as possible” 

ARTISAN (featuring ex-DESTINY’S END guitarist Perry 
Grayson) have found a new drummer: Justin Bouchee (ex- 
COLD MOON) from Tucson, AZ. The band is currently mixing 
its four song demo, and they hope to have it out in spring, For 
more info on Artisan head to wwwa 
KATAKLYSM have secured the co-headlining 


Partysan Open Air show in Germany on August 9th. 


‘isanmetal.com... 
the 
will also 
play the BW&BK 6-Pack Weekend in Cleveland, OH on June 
14th and Germany's Wacken Open Air on August Ist.. Former 
CRIMSON GLORY/SEVEN WITCHES singer Wade Black 

currently working on a new project called TIWANAKU 
up with ex-NOCTURNUS bassist/vocalist 
ecord a four song demo, the drums to be f 
ICED EARTH drummer Richard Christy so long as 
k, 
vocal arrangements. It's very creepy stuff, and 
also be making an appearance on guitarist 


s team 


It's really dark, aggressive music," says Bl 


RICK BENSTROM 
|4th 


upcoming solo album, which is due out 
Mascot Records, Black shares vocal leads 
ider ‘Towers Of Babylon’... There will 
0 Open Air in 2003. Festival organizers had found 
tt 
ecause of a newly installed European environ 
e town can not give them a permit. In short, this 
ds events like Dynamo in the breeding season, 
from March |5th until July 15th. According to their 
website, wwwithresh.net, THRESHOLD secretly gathered at 
Thin Ice Studios recently to record some acoustic songs. The 
of the sessions will be released on a fan club album called 
eless - Acoustic Sessions in a couple of mor 


n the shred 


town of Nuenen (five kilometres from 


s. The selection 


of material spans the band's entire back catalogue, including two 
previously unreleased songs written before Threshold signed 
their first recording contract. The track listing is as follaws 
‘Fragmentation’, ‘Consume To Live’, ‘Seventh Angel’, ‘The 
Sheltering Sky, ‘Part Of The Chaos’, ‘Innocent’, ‘Falling Away’, 
‘Conceal The Face’, 'Lovelorn’, ‘Narcissus’... STORMHAMMER 


have parted ways with drummer Django.. DEEDS OF 
FLESH's new album will be called Reduced To Ashes and will 
feature eight new tracks clocking in at over 40 minutes, 
Recording begins at the end of February, The band have con- 
firmed they'll take part in a European tour with DYING 
FETUS and HATE ETERNAL scheduled for late Summer 

SOiL’s next album will be produced by Johnny K, who mixed the 
cars album... STRATOVARIUS guitarist Timo Tolkki 
red Finnvox studios in Helsinki with Mikko Karmila to 
ngs for Elements Pt 2. Some vocal overdubs will still 
be recorded as well''.. Spain's RED WINE has finished the 
recording of their new album and the record will be mastered at 
Powerhouse Studios by Piet Sielck (IRON SAVIOR)... AXEN- 
STAR is writing their next album which will be released in the 
fall... DARK MOOR's Between Light And Darkness will be 
released in April. The first edition contains four acoustic tracks 
recorded exclusively for this release, an orchestral version of the 
track ‘Dies Irae’ and three other unreleased tracks. The band has 
written most of the songs of their next album which will be 
recorded in June and released in October.. TOURNIQUET's 
new album, Where Moth And Rust Destroy, is out through Metal 
Blade now. The release features guest guitarists Marty Friedman 
(ex-MEGADETH) and Bruce Franklin (TROUBLE). In other 
news, the band's first DVD, Ocular Digital, is available through the 
band's website, http://www.tourniquet.net/ now, The disc includes 
two live concerts and clocks in at over 75 minutes. Concert #1 


band's 
“has ent 


mix the 


was recorded live at the Flevo Festival in Eindhoven, Holland on 
August 17th, 2001. Concert #2 was recorded live at the Kit 
Carson Amphitheater in Escondido, CA on June 29th, 1991 (the 
band's first show ever). Also included is the ‘Ark Of Suffering’ 
video... SLAYER's first ever live DVD, War At The Warfield, has 
been delayed until April 29th. The DVD, which was recorded at 
The Warfield in San Francisco on Decer r 7th, 2001, features 
a huge selection of tracks and a 50 minute documentary on 
Slayer fans, plus the promo video for the banned ‘Bloodline’. The 
full trackli list for the DVD is as follows: ‘Disciple’, ‘War Ensemble’, 
Stain Of Mind’, ‘New Faith’, ‘Postmortem’, ‘Raining Blood’, ‘Hell 
Awaits’, ‘Here Comes The Pain’, ‘Die By The Sword’, ‘Dittohead’, 
‘Bloodline’, ‘God Send Death’, ‘Dead Skin Mask asons In The 
Abyss’, ‘Captor Of Sin’, ‘Mandatory Suicide’, ‘Chemical Warfare’, 
‘South Of Heaven’ and ‘Angel Of Death’... SILENT FORCE's 
new album, due out later this year; has the working title Line Of 
Attack, Recording will take place at Karlsdorf, Germany's House 
Of Audio studio with producer Dennis Ward (ANGRA, PINK 
CREAM 69)... EDGUY are currently finishing work on their 
upcoming live album, due out in May. Vocalist Tobias Sammet 
comments: “It's gonna be two discs, over 100 minutes with a 40 
page photo-booklet of the tour, featuring 150 pictures, stage, 


Lullacry 


SHHH! NO ONe WILL NOtICce... 
By Martin Popoff 


Finnish rock ‘n’ rolling melodic metallers Lullacry are back with their second album, a follow- 
up to Be My God called Crucify My Heart, which finds the band switching lead singers: Tanja 
replacing Tanya. Yep. But it sounds like the boys are happy with the new girl, who really does 
sound like the old girl, because the new girl will be much more of a contributor come... well, 
the NEXT album. 


“Of course, the new singer,” answers guitarist Sami Vauhkonen obviously, when asked about the main differences 
between the band’s two crushing but sweet records. “And | think the new album, when it comes to the sound, is a 
little heavier. We put more effort into the lyrics this time than before. But the main themes are the same: joy and 
sorrow, love and hate. As well we concentrated on the arrangements of the songs, so | think it’s more compact. 
We're very happy about the new album and | think we found our way to do music. Basically there are the same 
elements that were on Be My God, the melodic singing style, big choruses along with heavier riffs and so on.” 

The plush and muscular production job on Crucify My Heart comes courtesy of Mikko Karmila, who's twid- 
dled for Nightwish, H.I.M., Moonspell and Children Of Bodom. “Mikko mixed Be My God, and this time Mikko was 
the producer for the whole album, so this time we spent all the time in the studio with Mikko, from the beginning 
And this time we recorded the album in Helsinki, Because | live in Helsinki, we spent much more time having fun, 
drinking beer after working in the studio, because it was easier to go to bars and restaurants, so it was a much 
more relaxing session (laughs). | very much like Mikko's approach to the music. If there's something wrong, he 
will say it very straight and direct, and I've always appreciated his style of mixing albums. This time | wanted him 
to come to the studio from the very beginning. It’s always a difficult situation when you record an album with 
someone else and then you just take the master tapes to the studio and say, ‘Here it is, please mix it.’ That's not 
the best way to work,” 

And what shall we make of the dueling Tan(y)(j)a’s in the band’s professional life thus far? 

“With the old Tanya, we had quite a different style of making music and we didn’t get along so well. We 
wanted to have more effort put into the writing of the music. We want to be ready with our songs, and when we 
had a song that we were ready with, then we would ask Tanya to come to rehearsals and she sang a couple of 
times and that's it. And she never did lyrics and so on. But that's one reason. The second reason, Which is the 
biggest reason, is that we didn’t get along so well, It was best for all of us. | think Tanya is happy now with her 
projects and | can say we're very happy now with our situation. It’s too long of a story. There were some very bad 
feelings about some members and so on. The new Tanja is very impressive in terms of learning songs, singing 
them in the studio. Overall, it's easier to work with new Tanja because we can discuss a lot more with her about 
writing and arrangements. Both of them though, are very talented. Both girls are very quick to learn. | think it's a 
big thing for a vocalist, that you can show them the melody once or twice, and then she can sing it and put her 
Stamp on it quickly. | think Tanja will take part writing music and lyrics; | think very much she can take part. She 
Plays a little bit of guitar, which is good, because it makes it much easier to work on vocal arrangements if you 
can play along to the songs.” 

The infectious, Sentenced-esque ‘Don't Touch The Flame’ has been chosen as a single from the album, 
explains Vauhkonen. “We had three or four songs to choose from, and our record label Spinefarm took that song, 
And | think the main reason is that, you know, if you take those heavy crunchy guitars away from it, it would 
sound like a pop song; so it might be easier to get radio airplay with that one.” 

Lullacry plans to tour Finland shortly, logging 25 dates or so, after which German, Swedish and Finnish fes- 
tival dates are planned, followed by, hopefully, a support slot on another European jaunt. For more info on the 
band, see www.lullacry.com. 2 


a 
v | 
/ 


a » : 
ee = 


As 
“ey \ 


SOLACE 


by Alex S. Johnson 


When Solace cofounder, guitarist Tommy Southard, calls me from his 
New Jersey home, he’s barely audible. A loud racket - the sound of 
objects heing destroyed, the petulant wail of a small child - explodes 
around his voice for a few minutes. As the noise settles, Southard 
explains: “We had some pipes burst overnight, and'we had some work- 
ers here who destroyed half the shit in our kitchen! It's like the cold= 
est winter can remember in quite a long time.” As for high-pitched, 
insistent chatt That’s my little boy!” 


halfan hour to go before a gig, the doom axeman has just 
enough timerto fill me in on the “trials and tribulations” behind 
Salace’s:sophomore disc, 13. First, in the grand tradition of Spinal Tap, 
there’s been instability in the percussion section. “I think we’re on our 
eighth or ninth drummer at this point,” Southard says. 

The.album title emerged from “some problems members‘in 
the band,” Southard says, side-stepping ahy specifics. “We didn’t even 
know if the album was-evergoing to see the light Of day, at feastwith 
the line-up that-we had. We wanted to keep the line-up from the first 
album; but trying to do,thatseemed like an‘impossibility samehaw.”. 

Impossibility.of not, 13 has arrived, with John Proveaux smacking 
the skins and former Glueneck singer JaSon-on vox. “It was a long.peri= 
od of time betweenalbum.releases,” Southardsays. “Furthat (etl. the 
band’s debut) came out in 2000,.and this one’s justseeing the light of 
day now. 13’s kind this weird tag to it, so we kindof wanted, to convey 
that a little bit- 13 béing unlucky, and wé seem not to have the greatest 
luck!” He laughs, adding that “I think all bands reach some point where 
{here’s some kind of internal conflict. We just tend to go over the top. 
It’s that way in your job - personalities can kinda rub people the wrong 
way injany situation,” 

Southard explains'that doom indie Meteor City doesn’t seem like 
a Stepdown,from his golden years with Godspeed, a band that toured 
with the likes of Black Sabbath and Dio,and recorded a cover of 
“Sabbath Bloody Sabbath’ for the Nativity imBlack tribute albumwith 
Bruce Dickinson on Vocals. “On,Atlantic’you could get on a tour bus 
instead of driving yourself to gigs: Evénjso; | kind of like the grass 
toots, starting ftom the’bottom, doing it yourself vibe; Me and (ed. for- 
mer Godspeed, now’Solace’ bassist) Rob Hultz come ftom a hardcore 
punk background where it was all-do'it yourself anyway. Meteor Gity is 
actually a better label than Atlantic, becatise | think they give a lot 
more attention to their bands, as, opposed fo being a tiny guppy in-avbig 
Sea. For Atlantic, they'll throw you out andjif you’don’tstick, it’s a tax 
write-off.” 

Along with two covers - Agnostic Front’ss‘With Time’ and 
Pentagram’s ‘Forever'My Queen’, 13 also featiires a legendary guest on 
‘Common Cause’ - former Obsessed, St. Vitus and Spirit Caravan vocal- 
ist Wino. When Southard wrote the riff for ‘Common Cause’ “it just 
reminded me of Obsessed; it had the same sort of vibe.“1 was just 
thinking, man, wouldn’t it be awesome if we could gét this song.to 
Wino somehow? The dude drove all the way up from Matyland, would- 
n't accept any gas money from us, wouldn't'take dinnertrom us.- it was 
an awesome experience. The only,thing that could have been better 
would be to have Ozzy himself!” 

Bucking trends from nu-metal to emo, Solace core members. 
Southard and Hultz maintain a fierce touch for their-roots. “We’ve-been 
together for'so long, we're like brothers,” Southard says. “We have all 
these varied influences - the old school punk rock hardcore, NWOBHM, 
metal - and we just take it all’and.putit into this package that is 
Solace. If one day this stuff.that we do becomes popular and all of a 
sudden there's a’ doom'metal show on MTV, that'd be great. But we all 
have regular jobs:and lives;we all get out of bed and go to fuckin’ work 
inthe morning, there’s'no fuckin’ limos picking us up and taking us to 
gigs. Seriously, -we just.do it ‘cause we can’t do anything else; this is 
what's inside of us.” & 


GAMMA RAY skeleton Crew! 


GAMMA RAY have been mixing their new live album, Skeletons 
In The Closet, tentatively due out at the end of April through 
Sanctuary. 

“The live recordings sound fantastic!” says guitarist Kai 
Hansen. “I'm really glad:that we decided to do this live album. 
It’s going.to be a fantastic document of some really special con- 
certs!.We Wanted to have the album out in late March, but now 
we've had to push the release back to late April. We recorded the 
shows at Barcelona and Strasbourg. We’re using parts of both 
shows, some songs are taken from here and some from there. 
Actually most of it is taken from the Barcelona show, and about 
three or four numbers are from Strasbourg.” 

Skeletons In The Closet will be released as'a ‘double CD 
and will.contain the entire tour set. It will include a booklet with 
many exclusive photos from the tour. Gamma Ray are booked to 
perform on the Friday night at this Summet's'Wacken.Open Air 
festival in Germany. They are also booked for the Torres Rock ‘ 
Festival in'Spain on May 24th and at Gates Of Métal Festival’in 
Sweden on August 2nd. The latter will see one more exclusive 
performance of the Skeletons In The Closet set. 

In further news, the” much-anticipated book written by 
Mark Brauneis which the concept for Gamma Ray’s No World 
Order album is partly built upon, ‘is finally‘out "now. At the 
moment, there is only a German version available but as Mark 
Says, negotiations, are underway and it looks good that an 
English version will be.released in the hottoovdistant future: 


LYNCH 


In stores May 6" 


George Lynch’s Lynch Mob returns with REvolution! 
hand-picked by George Lynch and 
famous Henson Studio: 


sic Dokken and Lynch Mob hits 


entirely rerecorded with the Lynch Mob at the 


This record will not disappoint! 


Hot Flashes 


MOB: 
REVOLUT PON 


backstage, sightseeing, drinking, soundcheck, 


ling 


Son their new studio album is progressing: it will be 
out in early 2004.,, NEURAXIS has signed a European-Asian 
license deal with Morbid Records/SPV Distribution, The band’s 


new album, Truth Beyond, 
and in parts of Asia. Becau: 


is available now throughout Europe 
e of the deal, Neuraxis' chances of 
ae THE 
h to begin 
xpect work to be 
early September 


touring Europe are looking more and more cer 
CROWN will enter Studio Fredman on May 
recording and mixing their new album. The: 


June 15th. The album will be out 
ing goes as planned and will include the following 
tracks: ‘No Tomorrow’, 'Face Of Destruction/Deep Hit Of 
Death’, ‘Are You Morbid?’ ‘Cold Is The Grave’, ‘Kill ‘Em All’ 
Natashead Overdrive’, ‘Dawn Of Empt and ‘Crown Of 
Thorns’, Bassist Magnus Olsf 
heading for the ultimate al 
The new material is prett 
have more POWER. Harc 
more natural flow. So that the ener 
CYDONIA’ 
out through Metal Bla 
guitarist in Pete Di dt 
THE BLACK LEAGUE: 

Man's Ruin Revisite ji 
24th, KATATONIA 


‘omr his time we are 
far it sounds very promising, 
¢ but in general the songs 
straight forward, with 
>mes straight 


and force 
1 The Da 
‘ydonia's new rhythm 
is Stefan Ray. 
v album has the tentative title 
begin in April. On March 


back to you’. 


Flower; is 


eir new drummer 


th studio effort on 
ness, A three track CD 
ecede the album. A com- 
tarts in Finland on April 2nd and 


tockholm, Sweden. Support on the 
LULLACRY and PORNOR- 
s TO/DIE/FOR and 


following tracks wil 


PHANS. 
DAYLIGHT DIES 
ear CRYPTOPSY 's forthcoming live album, None So 


emainder of the tour 


upporting.. The 


‘White Worms’, ‘We Bleed 
‘Cold Hate, Warm Blood’, ‘Phobophile’ 

aves Of The Fathers’, ‘Drum Solo’, 'Defenestration’ 
ur Guts 


The album was recorded live at the Medley 
Ne during the Week-end Extreme and fea- 
Martin Lacroix (ex-SPASME), v 
1e| DiSalvo in 2001. The band 

new material due out in late 2003/early 2004., 
ade Records have signed BALLISTIC featuring vocal- 
Gattis (ex-WARDOG/DEUCE/TEN- 
SION), Rikard 
Stjernquist and guitarist Chris 


Broderick (both JAG PANZER) 


are currently 


Tom 


drummer 


and bassist Tim O'Conner The 
group are set to begin work on 
their self-titled debut full-length 


CD at a Phoenix studio in March 
with longtime co-producer John 
Herrera before traveling to 
Germany to mix the effort with 
Achim IMPIOUS' new 
The Killer, Is due out 
Hammerheart 
read this, and it will include four 

cks unavailable on the 


Kohler. 
album, 


through as you 


ropean pressing, The bonus cuts 
remakes of 
METALLICA's ‘Trapped Uni 
Ice, RUNNING  WILD's 
Of Hell’ and MOTLEY 
Wire’... CHIN- 


ve finished recordir 


include 


‘Soldiers 
CRUE's 
CHILLA 
their fourth album, Madtropol 
the House Of Music Studios, 
Germany. Produced by the band 


‘Live 


in 


and Achim Kohler, Chinchilla 
recorded | tracks for the 
release. MOTORHEAD's Fast 


Eddie Clarke plays a solo on the 
track ‘When The Sand Darkens 
The Sun'.T Ibum is due out ir 
Europe on May 5th via Metal 
Blade... EXCITER are involved in 
intense rehearsals with their new 
line-up that features new bassist 
Paul Champagne, __ recently 
acquired vocalist Rob Degroot, 
long time guitarist John Ricci and 
drummer Rik Charron. The band 
ing new material 
for a record that may appear late 
this year through Osmose... PRI- 
MAL FEAR are mixing the 
audio tracks for their forthcoming 


have begun wr 


DVD, The History Of Fear.. MOONSPELL 
producing their new album in Portugal at thei 
Ini tudios with Waldem ychta (Wolfhear 
and Sin producer). The band says:"‘As for the directi t! 
he greatest, 
wrote. The ambi- 


rently pre- 
very own 


speculating too much, we can only say it is 
ost personal songs we eve 
d by an intense lyri- 
a clash between 


strongest and 
ent is both very classical a 
pport mainly focu! 


horror and beauty and wha 


d spiritual ser 
in horror 


in between t 


sions,” In other news, Moonspell will contribute to the 


track of the Portus 
Dreams. They 


or movie, I'll See You 
standard that giv 
the film. For more on this go to: http/wwwiillseeyouinmy- 
dreams,com/.. INCANTATION has announced that John 
McEntee has taken over vocal duties., SEPULTURA's new 
album will be called Roorback, ac ing to their webs 
wwwsepultura.com.br). The title refers to “a fal 
ous story used for political advantage.’ The albun will be 
released in May by SPV and will feature the following tracks: 
‘Come Back Alive’, ‘Godless’, ‘Apes Of God’, ‘Corrupted’, ‘The 
','More Of The Same’, ‘Activist, ‘As It Is’ ‘Urge’, 
Out’ and ‘Mindwar’, The songs are being mixed by 
Steve Evetts at Mosh Studios in Sao Paulo, Brazil 

cord, Rebel You Love To Hate, is finally mixed 
ly "Buzzard" Milano and Dan Korneff mixed it 
at Watermusic in Hoboken, Nj. Mastering took place February 
Sth at Masterdisk in New York with Roger Lian (SLAYER, 
POWERMAN 5000). Following the release of Rebel You 
Love To Hate (tentatively scheduled for June), MO.D. will tour 
as part of the “Killith-Fair” both in Am 
www.BillyMilano.com will be up and running soon... According 
to singer Tomas Lindberg (ex-AT THE GATES/ex-THE 
CROWNI/LOCK-UP) GREAT DECEIVER should be fin- 


ished 


guese | 


will cover the j 


or slander- 


‘Leech 


and mastered, B 


ca and Europe. Also, 


their forthcoming album as you read this. Watch for a 
PENANCE are 3/4 
their new album, due out this 
‘eformed and have posted MP3s at the fol. 


spring release thi Peaceville 
ished recordin 


PYREXIA ha: 


wing site: http//www.mp3.com/pyrexie 


a, The band are cur 


rently consulting labels about re-releasing their catalogue: 
Sermon Of Mockery, Hatred Anger And Dis 
OfThe Animal... BAL-SAGOTH are writing tr 


album and there are plans to 


set within the mythological world of 


and System 
ir sixth studio 


lease a series of phic novels 


he Bal-Sagoth lyrics, and 


1 film studio based in Burbank, California is interested in pro- 
ducing an animated Bal-Sagoth-b antasy film.. SINERGY 
announced a at the 


uela on May 31 


Tamanaco 
AS WE 


EP on 


have 
(Estacionamiento) in Caraca: 
DESTROY have announced the r 
Fowley’s (DECEASED, OCTOBER 31) 


ards, The E 


ec P consists of original tracks, and a co 
recorded by BLOOD FEAST. The cover 
Eddie Shahini, the guitarist of DEAD 


email the 


Evil’ originally 


art was created by 
BRAIN CELLS. 
AsWeDestroy666@aol.com for 
POWER QUEST is |oc or a guitarist 
is into the melodic power metal scene and has strong rhythm 
and lead-playing ability, Someone UK-based who is 
rehearse in London at least two or three times a mont 
ir more info... BYFIST featuring 
and Nacho Vara of Seattle's REVEREND have 
welcomed new bassist Jay We (Revered/ex-HEIR 
APPARENT) into the fold. The band's new album, Preserving 
The Past, is out now through Met ELEND have 
inked a deal with Prophecy Productions and are current 
recording their reunion album, due for 


iu can band at 
more info., The UK's 


‘someone who 


to www,power-quest.co.uk/ 


Davey Lee 


Records, 


will be the group's first release in over five years.. HEARSE, 
+ ARCH ENEMY vocalist Johan Liiva, re! 
album, Dominion Reptilian short! 
ProgPower 


The first three bands for this year‘: 
event in The Netherlands, Europe, are confirmed: CHROME 
SHIFT (Denr ). MANIGANCE (France), PAGAN’S 
MIND (Norway), The event will be held the first weekend of 
October in JC SJIWA, Baarlo, The Netherlands, just like last year 
Expect more bands to be announced during t 
weeks. Head to wwweprogpowercom/ for more updates. 

TARAXACUM features Rick Mythiasin (vocals, ex-STEEL 
PROPHET), Tobias Exxel (guitar; EDGUY), Danny Klupp 
(guitar), Ferdy Doernberg (keyboards, ROUGH SILK/ALEX 
RUDI PELL), Shaker Elmosa (bass) and Franky Wolf (drums). 
The band play their first live gigs in March and April in Germany, 
The band are currently recording their new album, Rainmaker, 
due out in September.. PRAYING MANTIS’ forthcoming 
studio album, The Journey Goes On, will be released in Europe 
through Frontiers/Now & Then in April, Praying Mantis’ current 
line-up features permanent members, brothers Chris Troy 
(bass, lead and background vocals, keyboards), Dennis Stratton 
(ec IRON MAIDEN - guitars, lead and background vocals), 


Hammerheart. 
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is 


DEFACED 


Kecushed BY 
Karma 


by Carl Begai 


Domination Commence, the debut alhum from The 
Defaced released in late 2001, was treated as just 
another dose of over-the-top Swedish death-inspired 
metal designed for the sole purpose of crushing heads, 
In other words, in such a busy metal scene it did noth- 
ing more than get the band’s name out in the open. In 
stark contrast, the follow-up, called Karma In Black, is 
bound to do much more. For starters, The Defaced will almost certainly he accused of ripping off fellow 
hometown bashers Soilwork and Darkane to some extent in light of their new and rather impressive melod- 
ic thrash direction. Particularly since Soilwork’s Henry Ranta and Darkane’s Klas Ideberg and Jorgen Lofherg 
are all members of the band. 


“There are always going to be voices screaming ‘Sell out!’,” says guitarist Matthias Svensson, “but we 
didn’t plan this album out, that we would go in a melodic direction that some people might feel is similar to 
Soilwork. We talked about the things that we liked about Domination Commence and separated them from the 
things we didn’t like about the album. For example, I'm not a fan of this really heavy and extreme death metal; 
''m more into the Bay Area thrash sound of the ‘80s, and | think there’s more of that kind of thing on Karma In 
Black than on the last album. And, like Soilwork, you can’t do the same album over and over again. It’s like hav- 
ing sex with your mom; who wants to do that?” 

If anything, Karma In Black is probably closest to Darkane’s last album, Expanding Senses, in terms of 
sound. The Defaced have lessened the brutality of their previous album in favour of Swedish melodic thrash 
metal. 

“We made the new album more dynamic compared to the last one,” insists Svensson. “We don’t really 
have an up-tempo half-time song on Karma In Black, and that was the only thing that we really set out for our- 
selves. We decided that we didn't want any really fast songs on the album because it’s already been done. The 
Haunted does that sort of thing so fucking well, so why even bother? We focused on the things that we knew we 
were good at.” 4 

No question that Karma In Black is a risk for The Defaced. Fans of the debut album are likely going to 
accuse of Svensson And Co. of ripping the heart out of the band with their new melodic, dynamic approach, and 
the ballad (!) ‘Forever Winding’ is sure to make some people lose interest completely. Still, Svensson offers no 
apologies. 

“That track, ‘Forever Winding’, is probably the most honest song I've ever written, but risk or not, it was 
bound to be written,” he says. “It had to get out. It sounds stupid in an artsy-fartsy kind of way but it’s the truth. 
I know people are going to be accusing us of all kinds of things, but | hope that they'll take the time, listen to the 
message and appreciate the music for what itis.” 2 


oir hedgehog 
tHe LeGeND CONTINUES... 


By Alex S. Johnson 


Roll into a ball at the first sign of danger? Not these lordly 
heasts from Vancouver, BC. Sir Hedgehog are much too busy 
grinding out tasty licks and piercing vocals straight from rock’s 
golden ‘70s. Guitarist Paul Slater lays out enough doom chordage 
to satisfy hardcore lommi freaks, and Jonas Fairley’s soul-stirring 
vox compares favorably with Robert Plant. 


The point being is that Sir Hedgehog, who've lately made their 
self-titled official debut, rock hard, well and to the point. Thename’s 
Still’a bit odd, and Slater's explanation sounds fanciful; “Itwas loosely 
inspired by Monty Python, the ‘Dinsdale Piranha Vs Spiny Norman (the 
giant hedgehog)'sketch. We had also just gotten into Sir Lord 
Baltimore at.the time, so that might've had something to do with it, 
too, We were/Hedgehog atone rehearsal, then rechristened Sir 
Hedgehog at the next! The name sticks out, for better or worse. | think 
the Python. bit might’ve been overstated (though we are fans) - it's not 
like We come-onstage, wielding rubber chickens!” 

Pythonesque props or no, it’s a lucky’stoner rock fan who catches 
Hedgehog Jive: “There's ahandful of clubis to play,-but it’s not likelit 
was ten years ago. There used to be more clubs with better-sounding 
rooms, but what-can you do? Canned music-rules the nightclub, scene. 
We'usually do a gig @very couple of months,or so, but we’haven't 
played in a while. Therevaren’t really any:bands that sound similar to 
us, So we end up playing with,all sorts-of bands.” 

On the other hand, thefe’s the obvious Sabbath compatison, 
although Slater downplays this angle: “I'd like to think we havé enough 
of our'own sound within the style of music we play. | don'tmind the 
Sabbath comparison, but we're not an outright copycat band. You cari 
do-a lot within this genre without being just a Sabbath clone.” 

Sir Hedgehog’s birth in 1995 makes them the néw kids of doom, 
yet they've Matured at an alarming rate. “I-think the songwriting has 
been the most obvious improvement; the riffs are stronger and the 
arrangements are tighter,” Slater says. “With the whole ‘stoner’ scéne 
becoming over-crowdedy you really have to make yourself stick out that 
much more - thestermy‘stoner rock’ didn’t even exist when We formed!” 

Their biggest line-up!change to date.came in'1999, when bassist 
Simon Oliver (drummer Steve Oliver’s*brothet) passed the bottom end 
to the able Brendy Marklinger. 

Slater's chops have years of/schooling behind them, but it’s the 
axe masters of metal who've imprinted his playing with soul: “I had 
formal training when I’started:playing:guitar as a little kid. When | was 
a teenager, | learned more from just playing’along to albums. My 
biggest inspiration would have to’ be lommi, just for his tone alone! | 
don’t try to emulate him, but! do try to go‘for that raw feel that he 
always hail. Guitar sounds these days can be pretty over-processed 
(same with record productions in general for that matter), and | think a 
players’ personality can be lost sometimes. | try to take elements from 
different guitar players.| like and incorporate them:into my own style. 
Some other players | dig are people'like Wino, Tohy Bourge, Frank 
Zappa; Brian May and Josh Homme.” 

Slater recalls Hedgehog’s strangest.Hour'as an afternoon 
Halloween concert at Scrape Records. “The audience was just sitting at 
our feet looking at us, which is almost'unnerving without the ‘bright 
lights of a club (laughs). Plus we had to play a bit quieter.than normal 
(which is hard) because of neighbors, and about halfway through, this 
little old lady, the landlord, comes walking in, shaking her head-in.dis- 
approval! | remember the song’sort of slowed down a bit, while we all 
looked at each other, shrugged-and sped up again.” 

Seems there’s some history here: “I was with another band play- 
ing a wedding, and we cleared the room in about one and a half songs! 
The bride, who’d-hired us, was screaming, ‘You're driving my guests 
away! You’redriving:my guest away!’” 

Current plans for the band'remain modest: “Right now, I'd just 
like.to do a bit of touting to get our name out there,” Slater sez, wrap- 
ping the interview. “That,"and write‘a really good second album.” & 
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ENSLAVED 


The End Is Near! 


ENSLAVED’s new DVD/video release, Live Retaliation, is out 
now through Metal Mind in Europe. The set includes the follow- 
ing live tracks: ‘Intro’, ‘Convoys To Nothingness’, ‘Jotunblod’, 
‘The Voices’, ‘As Fire Swept Clean The Earth’, ‘Heimdallr’, 
‘Loke’, ‘Queen Of Night’, ‘Mardraum’, ‘Ridicule Swarm’, 
‘Wotan’, ‘Retribution For The Dead’ and ‘Slaget | Skungen 
Bortenfor’. It also features the following audio tracks: ‘Sleipnr’, 
‘Starte Vidder’, ‘Wotan’, ‘Gylfaginning’, ‘Jotunblod’ and ‘Viking 
Metal’. 

In other Enslaved news, The End Records will release the 
band’s new album, Below The Lights, in North America on May 
20th. The tracklisting: ‘The Crossing’, ‘Havenless’, ‘A Darker 
Place’, ‘Queen Of The Night’, ‘A Dead Stare’, ‘As Fire Swept 
Clean The Earth’ and ‘Ridicule Swarm’. 


LIMBONIC ART 
Call It A Day! 


According to the LIMBONIC ART website, www.limbonic.com, 
the band have split up. A posting at the site reads: “We feel that 
we have reached as far as we could in our collaboration, and do 
not feel as inspired as we should when it comes ‘to producing 
new quality music. There is no reason to go on making music we 
would not be comfortable with, and we fulfilled our contracts 
with NAP (Nocturnal Art Productions). Everything is set for a new 
beginning for the both of us (guitarist Morfeus and 
Quitarist/vocalist Daemon), and we desire to explore other 
aspects of our musical interests, so it is time to stop now. The 
Circle is complete, begin another!” 


Garm Quits ARCTURUS! 


In an exclusive interview with BW&BK, ULVER founder Garm 
(aka Tricky G) has announced that he has left ARCTURUS. “I no 
longer sing in Arcturus. We haven't made the decision public 
yet, it’s still somewhat of a secret. | guess you guys will be the 
first to make it known.” 

Garm reveals that there are no hard feelings regarding his 
decision to quit the band, and the move is simply due to time 
Constraints. “I had to choose and down-prioritize a few things. 
My record label, Jester Records, has 30 CDs in the catalogue 
and | really want to work with my artists first hand, because | 
believe in all of them. Arcturus was OK as an offspring project, 
but the other members have tried to get serious about it now. 
They want to rehearse three times a week and | can't commit to 
that. I’m not happy with this move, but it’s something that has to 
be done.” 

Garm also reveals that Ulver’s next album will be called 
Utopian Enterprises and will be “filthy. It won't be violent musi- 
Cally, but it will be violent in other ways. We're returning to 
more conventional song structures, but we’ll still be trying to 
take the sound of things further.” 


Hellhammer Leaves 


THE KOVENANT! 


According to an Official Press Release released by Nuclear Blast 
Germany, drummer Hellhammer will be leaving THE KOVENANT. 
The release stated: “So another chapter in the band’s history has 
come to an end. It has mutually been decided that Von Blomberg 
(aka Hellhammer), will be leaving the band. And a new replace- 
ment drummer will be taking his place. New members for the 
band are also being auditioned, and will be revealed shortly. 
With the imminent release of the fourth album, SETI, things are 
looking very good for the future of The Kovenant. And being more 
dedicated and headstrong than ever. | can only predict greater 
things in store for us. We would like to thank Von Blomberg for 
the years of mischief and friendship, and wish him well on his 
future escapades. Wherever that may be. And that he will always 
remember that together we have made history more than once.” 
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FINNTROLL/ 
IMPALED NAZARENE 


Guitarist Passes Away! 


FINNTROLL/IMPALED NAZARENE guitarist Teemu ‘Somnium' 
Raimoranta died on Sunday, March 16th in Finland. A statement 
from the band read as follows: "This is a extremely heavy blow 
for us and everyone who ever knew this man. He died in Helsinki 
in an alcohol-related falling accident. We are very devastated 
for this loss. Not only did we lose a great guitar player, but we 
also lost a very good friend." Somnium's history included stints 
with THY SERPENT, UTUK XUL and BARATHRUM. He would have 
heen 26 on May 19th. BW&BK passes condolences to his family, 


In MORBID ANGEL news, guitarist Trey Azagthoth is writing 
material and the band is gearing up for recording the new 
album soon and release should be around September of 2003, 
on Earache... DISSECTION’ Live Legacy album is available in 
Europe on LP through Nuclear Blast... SATYRICON's Volcano 
was nominated for Osloprisen, two Alarm Awards and the 
Norwegian Grammy and they won them all. The band stated: 
“We must have done something right with Volcano as everyone 
seems to like it regardless of their background”... DARK 
FUNERAL's Lord Ahriman posted on the band’s website 
(www.darkfuneral.se) that the band have been “holding audi- 
tions in order to find a replacement for Dominion who left the 
band some time ago. It looks like we finally have found the 
“right” guy for the job. But there's really no hurry to reveal his 
name as of yet, but we will give you all a full presentation on 
him shortly. We have also begun to discuss plans for the next 
full-length album. We will intensify the working process during 
the spring and summer 2003... MORK GRYNING have begun 
recording their new album with Daniel Bergstrand at Dugout 
Studios. They promise this will be ‘‘the best production ever 
made by Mork Gryning. The new material is heavier, more pro- 
gressive and very varied, both lighter and darker and also more 
psychedelic.” The new album is tentatively titled Pieces Of An 
Expressionistic Avantgardism and will be released in the middle 
of July in Europe... Four years after their last album, 
Slaughtersun (Crown of the Triarchy) DAWN are finishing up 
their as-yet-untitled new album, due out this fall. Sources say 
that "the new material is marked by a permanent quest for new 
sonic landscapes and contemporary musical techniques”... 
MORRIGAN now have a website up at www.morrigan.org... 
USURPER's new album, Twilight Dominion, is out through 
Earache on April 22nd... Italys HANDFUL OF HATE are 
currently in Fear Studio recording their new album,Vicecrown, 
due out through Code666 in late spring. The release will come 
in a black leather package... Mike Browning (ex-MORBID 
ANGEL, NOCTURNUS, ACHERON drummer/vocalist) 
has a new band, AFTER DEATH, and they have finished 
recording a new demo. They also have a website at www.after- 
death666.com... The final routing for the forthcoming CRA- 
DLE OF FILTH North American tour has been decided. 
Dates begin on Tuesday May 13 in Washington DC and run 
through to June II (at either Norfolk, VA or Winston Salem, 
NC)... MYSTERIUM release their new album, Soulwards, this 
spring through Prophecy. Markus B (AUTUMNBLAZE) is a 
uest vocalist on the release. MP3 samples from the album can 
be heard at: www.prophecy.cd... ENTHRAL will release their 
Displeased Records debut in June. Guest vocals on the release 


friends and fans. 


come from Martin Walkyier (SABBAT, SKYCLAD)... SOUL 
OF DARKNESS is currently writing new material for their 
Skyscraper debut full-length album... TIDFALL have entered 
Akkerhaugenlyd Studio in Norway after almost a year of work 
writing new material... SATANIC SLAUGHTER have part- 
ed ways with bassist Fillip “Fille” Carlsson and have replaced 
him with Simon Axenrot, the brother of the band’s drummer 
Martin... GORGOROTH's new full-length, Twilight Of The 
Idols (In Conspiracy With Satan), is now complete. The final 
mastering took place at Polar Studios in Stockholm, Sweden. 
Bassist King of Hell says, “The result is eight grim and atmos- 
pheric tracks that are guaranteed to satisfy new and old fans.” 
The tracklisting includes:'Procreating Satan’,‘Proclaiming Mercy 
(Damaging Instinct Of Man)’, ‘Exit Through Carved Stones’, 
‘Teethgrinding’, ‘Forces Of Satan Storms’, ‘Blod Og Minne’, ‘Of 
Ice and ‘Movement Domine in tua Laetavitur Rex’. Look for the 
record in May 2003... AETURNUS’ new album, A Darker 
Monument, will be available in April through Nocturnal Art 
Productions (Candlelight in the US). It was recorded at 
Grieghallen Studios in Bergen, Norway and was produced by 
Pytten (EMPEROR, MAYHEM, ENSLAVED)... 
MARDUK's World Funeral album is out now in Europe on LP 
and picture disc LP The band have also released a 7” single for 
‘Hearse’. It's available on regular and picture disc vinyl. In other 
news, the band will be recording two promo clips in February 
for an upcoming DVD, It will also include live appearances and 
‘other tour footage which will be recorded during the upcom- 
ing World Funeral Tour, The DVD will come some time in the 
fall... FALKENBACH are currently recording their second 
album for Napalm in Prosecco Studio, Karlsruhe, Germany... 
The upcoming Generation Armageddon Festivals will consist of 
12 gigs taking place in Europe during May.The dates will feature 
performances from six Hammerheart bands; ANCIENT 
RITES, THYRFING, SEPTIC FLESH, PRIMORDIAL, 
BLOOD RED THRONE and SKYFIRE. For exact tour 
dates and venues go to: www.crushconcerts.com... INFER- 
NAL are back with a brand new line-up (featuring all ex- 
DARK FUNERAL warriors) and a five track MCD, featuring 
two brand new tracks and covers of MORBID ANGEL, 
VON and BATHORY.The MCD, Summon Forth The Beast, is 
mainly an appetizer for the band’s new full-length album, which 
will be recorded early this year... ABADDON INCARNATE 
have signed to Dave Rotten’s (ex-Repulse boss) Xtreem Music 
label. A full European tour is planned for April. They will also 
record their third full-length this October in Sweden with pro- 
ducer Mieszko (NASUM) at the helm... BASTARDSUN 
have inked a one album deal, in blood, with Sentinel Records.A 


new full-length album will be out before summer. The band fea- 
tures Stuart Anstis (ex- CRADLE OF FILTH) on guitar and 
Ross Adams (ex-THINE) on bass/vocals... DEICIDE drummer 
Steve Asheim says work proceeds on new material and fans 
should expect a vicious and brutal release from the band some- 
time this summer. He says the new disc will contain brand new 
material with maybe a little surprise or two in store... 
Rockdetector A-Z of Black Metal is being amended and updated 
for publication later this year. The original book was 390 pages - 
this new version will be 600 pages plus (possibly two volumes) 
and will include a free compilation CD, Relevant bands are urged 
to go to www.rockdetector.com... OLD MAN’S CHILD’s In 
Defiance Of Existence has entered Norway's National Chart at 
#34... Swedish Death/Black metallers STORMRIDER are 
recording their first album at Abyss Studios. A May release 
through Destructive Records is expected... LEUKORRHEA are 
currently writing material for their new album, Breeding Salvation, 
due out in June. The band have written 14 songs for the disc, 
which will clock in at about 45 minutes. It will likely feature a re- 
recorded track from their Hatefucked And Tortured release and 
possibly some video footage and CDROM material... SEPTIC 
FLESH have parted ways with drummer Akis and keyboardist 
George Z and have replaced them with CASUS BELI members 
Fotis and Bob Katsionis. The group have also recruited touring gui- 
tarist Alex Haritakis (ENSEMBLE)... SOULREAPER will 
release their new album, Life Erazer, in April through 
Hammerheart. According to guitarist Stefan Karlsson the new 
album is way more mature in arrangement: “The fast parts are 
faster, the heavy parts more heavy and the brutal parts are crush- 
ing everything that has been done. A killer album for sure”... 
INCANTATION will soon announce dates for their Upheaval 
Of Blasphemy South American Assault Tour... ANCIENT will be 
recording their fifth album for Metal Blade this summer in pro- 
ducer Jacob Hansen's studio in Denmark, The band line-up 
remains the same as on the last album, Proxima Centauri. They 
will take a few breaks from the writing process to do some shows 
in Europe this spring, The band will also perform in South America 
where some live recordings will take place... USURPER are cur- 
rently seeking a new drummer to replace Dave Hellstorm. 
Interested parties can contact @usurperus or 
mgmt@usurperus. Guitarist Rick Scythe has stated: “After five 
years of dedicated service which included recording three albums 
and various US/Euro tours, we have decided to part ways with 
Dave Hellstorm. There are no hard feelings. Dave was, and is still 
is our metal brother, it was just time for us to get some fresh 
blood in the band. Dave informed us that he was unsure he want- 
ed to continue with Usurper after the mini tour we did with 
MANOWAR back in March 2002.” Earache will release their 
new album, Twilight Dominion, on April 22. 


DIMMU BORGIR 


BORKNAGAR 


“Controlled Musical Expression” 


Currently on the promotion trail to push his new SOLEFALD 
album In Harmonia Universali, BORKNAGAR keyboardist Lars 
“Lazare” Nedland gave BW&BK some insight as to what is in 
Store re: Borknagar. The band have started recording their 
new album in Toproom and Fagerborg Studios in Norway with 
producer Borge Finstad (MAYHEM, Solefald). 

“Yeah, the new one is going to be a reggae album,” 
Nedland laughs. “Actually, it's going to be a continuation of 
Empiricism, but | think there will be more of the traditional 
acoustic passages. And, there will be an even bigger focus on 
the vocal melodies this time, now that we have the time to sit 
down and really work things out. We’ve got about 12 or 13 
songs written and we're picking out the ones we like best for 
the album. We're entering the studio in the middle of March, 
and | figure we’ll be finished by the middle of the summer, 
which means an autumn release.” 

Although guitarist Oystein is the creative force behind 
Borknagar, Nedland reveals that he and the other members of 
the band contribute fully to the songwriting. For Nedland this 
means a welcome dose of structure in his compositions. 

“Borknagar and Solefald are very different bands, but 
1 do in fact write for both. Solefald is just me and (singer/gui- 
tarist) Cornelius doing everything, and Borknagar is a full 
band. Oystein is the core of the band, so he decides on the 
basis for all the songs and we work out all the different parts 
together. The inspirations for both bands are different, which 
means that all my madness comes to the surface in Solefald 
while Borknagar is a more controlled sort of insanity 
(laughs). | have lines that set for myself that | don’t think | 
should cross in Borknagar. Of course, because ideas for both 
bands are coming out of the same person, | think you can 
hear things in Borknagar that make their way into Solefald 
and vice versa.” 

“It's funny, though. Most Solefald fans also enjoy 
Borknagar, but not all Borknagar fans can enjoy Solefald. | 
think that’s because Borknagar has a much more controlled 
form of musical expression.” 

In other news, guitarist Jens F. Ryland is leaving 
Borknagar. The band’s website (www.borknagar.com) stated 
the following: “His decision is based on various personal rea- 
sons, but we would like to state that there is no conflict nor 
“bad blood in relations to the break. On behalf of Borknagar, | 
wish him all the best for the future. This will have no effect 
on the recording of our new album. Expect a late year 
release!” 


Special Report By Aaron Small 


To Commence Recordings - WorldExclusive!!! 


DIMMU BORGIR lead guitarist Galder (also in OLD MAN’S CHILD) gave BW&BK exclusive insight into the currently untitled fol- 


low-up to 2001's Puritanical Euphoric Misanthropia. 


“We go to the studio on March 3rd, the same studio (as last time) by the way, Studio Fredman, We have 14 songs, but 
they're all over five minutes long so the album will be like an hour and five minutes. We may have to cut out a few songs. 
We're going to use a bigger orchestra, the 46-piece Prague Orchestra; that should be quite interesting. We will stay in the stu- 
dio for three months. It should be pretty similar to the last album. We’re going to experiment a bit more with sampling and stuff 
like that. | don’t think Dimmu has been as prepared as we are now. We've done pre-production, and mastered the pre-produc- 


tion. Everything is very well organized.” 


Galder talks about his role in songwriting: “I was there, arranging all the songs and wrote the riffs for two or three. | 
made all the drum patterns on the album. Of course, Nick will come up with his own ideas as well, But he lives in England 
so he can’t come over every time we practice because we do that two or three times a week. The flights would be pretty 


expensive.” 


How will the clean vocals stack up against harsh vocals? 


“There will not be as many clean vocals on this album, I’m afraid. But | think actually Shagrath will do some clean 
vocals as well. There’s a lot of experimentation with the vocals this time, perhaps even more than the last album. Simen 
(a.k.a. Vortex) sings on three or four songs. There might be more or there might be less; I’m not sure as we haven't been to 


the studio yet.” 


Finally Galder shares the song titles: ‘Demighted Allegiance’, ‘Vredesbyrd’ (a Norwegian title that means Wrath Burden), 
‘Unorthodox Manifesto’, ‘Cataclysm Children’, ‘Eradication Instincts Defiant’, ‘His Inexorable Excellency’, ‘Hilehelgems Dod | 
Heveds Reke’ (a Norwegian title that means All Saints Death In Hell's Kingdom), ‘Lepers Among Us’, ‘Progenies Of The Great 
Apocalypse’, ‘For The World To Announce Our Death’, ‘Heavenly Perverse’. Tracks two and seven will be sung in Norwegian. 


“It’s been awhile since Dimmu’s done that,” Galder adds. 
Watch for a September release through Nuclear Blast! 


GOATWHORE 


Sunless Days! 


GOATWHORE’s Funeral Dirge For The Rotting Sun is 
scheduled for an early April 2003 release on 

Rotten Records. Head to www.rottenrecords.com 
and click the MP3 link to download the track ‘Blood 
Guilt Eucharist’. The band hits the road in June with 
IMMOLATION, GRAVE and DECEMBER. In other 
news, Goatwhore has recorded the CELTIC FROST 
cover ‘Into Crypts Of Rays’ for a split 7" with EPOCH 
OF UNLIGHT who has covered KREATOR’s 
‘Betrayer’. It will be released through Bloated Goat 
Records (www. bloatedgoatrecords.com) soon. 
Finally, the band also has a new member - second 
guitarist Tim Holsinger. 


ZYKLON 


Commence New Album! 


ZYKLON, featuring former EMPROR members 
Samoth (guitars) and Trym (drums), have posted the 
following update at their website (www.zyklon- 
tribe.com): “The new material is completed and the 
band has started recording the new album at 
Akkerhaugen Lydstudio. The mix will be done in 
Sweden in May at Fredman Studios with producer 
Fredrik Nordstrom. The new album is to he entitled 
Aeon and will include such tracks as ‘Psyklon 
Aeon’, ‘Core Solution’, ‘Two Thousand Years’, ‘The 
Prophetic Method’. The band is very excited to 
finally hit the studio. The material is more varied 
and the songwriting in general is much stronger. 
The new material is also said to be way more heavy 
compared to the debut, probably not as intense in 
terms of actual speed, but aggressive no doubt! 
Aeon is scheduled for worldwide release through 
Candlelight Records on September 9th.” 

In other news, Nocturnal Art Productions will 
release a special limited edition split 7” EP with 
Zyklon and RED HARVEST. It will feature remixes of 
both bands done by VOID mastermind OCD. Set for 
release as you read this, it is strictly limited to 1000 
copies. It can be ordered online via www.plastic- 
head.com. 


AKERCOCKE 


Album Recording Complete! 


AKERCOCKE have finished recording their third 
album, Choronzon. Mixing is yet to be completed. 
The band have yet to decide where the album will 
be mixed. Tracks set to appear include: 
‘Scapegoat’, ‘Praise The Name Of Satan’, 
‘Bathykolpian Avatar’, ‘Becoming The Adversary’, 
‘Leviathan’, ‘Entering The Valley Of The Crucified’, 
‘Enraptured By Evil’, ‘Prince Of The East’ and ‘Son 
Of The Morning’. 

Akercocke’s Jason comments on the new 
material: “Choronzon is the guardian of the abyss. 
With the tirade of pure sonic evil that we have 
recorded, we shall perhaps summon him and 
unleash hell hahahaha. The new songs feature all 
the classic Akercocke hallmarks - crushing holo- 
caust blast beats, cacodaemonic vocals, apocalyp- 
tic guitar traumas and hideous bass and electronic 
rancor. But the band have developed the backbone 
of the sound by including new textures and ele- 
ments to create new shades of darkness within a 
vortex of Satanic dissonance.” 
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GREAT WHITE 
Worst Tragedy In Rock History! 


The worst tragedy in rock history happened on Thursday, February 
20, when 99 people died and nearly 200 were injured in the midst 
of a GREAT WHITE show, when an indoor pyrotechnic display 
quickly set fire to The Station, a club in West Warwick, Rhode 
Island. 

Among those killed in the fire was Great White guitarist Ty 
Longley, 31. 

Club owners said Great White did not have permission to 
use pyrotechnics in its stage show. Fire officials said there was no 
permit for the pyrotechnics display. The band's lawyer, Ed 
McPherson, said the owners approved their use. McPherson said 
the band's tour manager, Dan Beakley, would routinely discuss the 
use of pyrotechnics with club managers about a week before Great 
White played a particular venue. Paperwork outlining the band's 
general use of pyrotechnics were destroyed in the fire. 

“I just couldn't believe how fast it went up," lead singer Jack 
Russell told CNN. "I'm so saddened; it's such a tragedy. There's no 
words to express how | feel right now. It's the most horrible expe- 
rience of my lif 

A statement issued by Great White, Manic Music 
Management and Knight Records said: "Our thoughts and prayers 
are with those that have passed away, those that are suffering and 
to the families and friends thereof. There has been a tragic acci- 
dent affecting a lot of people in a terrible way; we are deeply sad- 
dened as to what has happened." 

Meanwhile, CNN also reported that relatives of victims have 
begun to file sui Rhode Island Superior Court, seeking at least 
$1 million for each of the families. The following parties are 
named in the suit: 

American Foam Corp., which manufactured and sold the 
foam insulation to the Station, is named for failing to warn the club 
owners that the product they sold them was not flame-retardant. 

Great White and their tour manager, Dan Biechele, are 
accused of negligence for using the pyrotechnics, while Station 
owners Michael and Jeffrey Derderian allegedly failed to obtain a 
license for the use of pyrotechnics; neglected to install fire-resist- 
ant soundproofing material; and didn't maintain, inspect and man- 
age emergency lighting and exit signs at the club. The suit also 
claims that the Station manager Paul Vanner warned the Derderians 
of the dangers inherent in using pyrotechnics at the club. 

West Warwick and its fire inspector, Denis Larocque, are 
being accused of not indicating the presence of flammable sound- 
proofing material during previous fire inspections. Larocque, a 25- 
year veteran of the West Warwick Fire Department, last inspected 
the club in December and cited the owners for a series of violations 
that were subsequently remedied. 

Finally, Knight Records is going to release a CD that con- 
tains music recorded by deceased GREAT WHITE Ty, with various 
different musicians. All the proceeds from this CD will go to the 
newly formed Ty Longley Foundation. This foundation will con- 
tribute to many needy causes, including the fire relief funds that 
will benefit the victims of Feb 20. This CD is available for pre- 
ordering now at www.knightrecords.com. Check out 
http://www.tylongleyfoundation.com for the official news and how 
to make donations or do benefit concerts for Ty Longley. 


RATT Former Frontman Kills 
Reunion Rumours! 


Rumour has it that former RATT men, frontman Stephen Pearcy 
and guitarist Juan Croucier are currently in negotiation to rejoin 
RATT and that the band will hit the road with ALICE COOPER this 
summer. 

Former frontman Stephen Pearcy reacts saying "There is no 
truth to the reunion rumours at all. Juan and myself have been in 
contact for quite awhile and | firmly expressed my feelings on the 
band and I have no intentions of going back to that Ratt hole. | hope 
they are doing proper business and accounting for Uncle Sam. Ya 
know, I've got interest in that unfortunate mess. Next!" 

Meanwhile, Pearcy has re-recorded ‘Round And Round’ for 
2003. “Wait until you hear it," he exclaimed. "This version will kick 
you square in the ass and rock your socks off!" BW&BK sources say 
that he may also redo ‘Lay It Down’ for a NASCAR DVD. 
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According to www.melodicrock.com, VAN HALEN haven't 
called it quits, but don't hold your breath for new music. Word has 
it that it could be at least another 12 me 
into gear again... Jeff Rader, a long time road crewmember and 
friend of TESLA died in the Rhode Island fire. The San Francisco 
Chronicle also added: "Rader, 32, who had toured with the band 
Great Whi a sound tec! iting Rhode Island last 
week when decided to take his girlfriend to the Station on 
to meet the band"., BOSTON have scheduled the fol- 
lowing US dates: July 6th - Summer bration - Muskegon, 
Michigan, | th - Moondance Jam - Walker, MN and 20th - Valley 
Rock Festival - Cheppewa Falls, WI. More dates will be announced 
soon., HUGHES/TURNER PROJECT guitarist Akira Kajiyama 
and former ANTHEM singer Yukio Morikawa have formed a new 
id called GOLDBRICK. The self-titled debut album was 
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ward after the depé of Neal Morse in October 
02.. BLUE OYSTER CULT will be returning to England, 
Wales and Scotland in June of 2003, BOC wil also be performing 
with other classic rockers such as FOGHAT, MOUNTAIN and 
MARK FARNER at selected locations all through the year: Fans 
can click this link for all the information for tickets, showtimes and 
venues: www.blueoystercult.com/Road-main,html... Pr i 
VOX TEMPUS have reported that their new drummer is she 
Bissonette (DAVID LEE ROTH/JOE SATRI- 
ANI etc..!). Greg comments:"''m really excited to be playing with 
Vox Tempus. This is gonna be a lot of fun!" After getting off tour at 
the end of this month, Greg will join Vox Tempus at Erik 
Norlander's studio, The Tank, to lay down drums for the new album. 
Head to www.vox-tempus.com to download audio and video c 
from the new album. In related news, Bissonette will be taking part 
in a number of upcoming TV appearances with RINGO STARR 
AND HIS ALL-STAR BAND... CRY HOLY are currently in 
the studio putting the finishing touches on their debut release, 
Alienation... TRAGIK’s debut release, Poetic Justice, is out soon 
and features the multi-talented Phil Vincent... BRUCE KULICK 
will be playing in Austi in May... THIN LIZZY has confirmed 
their new line-up as follows: John Sy! (guitar/vocals), Scott 
Gorham itar), drummer Michael Lee (ROBERT PLANT, 
THE CULT, LITTLE ANGELS) and bassist Guy Pratt... RAY 
WILSON (ex-GENESIS, STILTSKIN) will release his first 


solo album, Change, through SPV. The title track can be heard at 
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spv.de... QUIET RIOT drummer Frankie Binali has a new website 
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Rock Fest takes place July 17th - 20th in Cadott, Wisconsin. 
nfirmed to perform at the festival include: TWISTED 
SISTER ALICE COOPER, SAMMY HAGAR, GRAND 
FUNK RAILROAD, HEART, .38 SPECIAL and 
BOSTON... HELLOWEEN bassist Markus Grosskopf has a 
side project 2 go called KICKHUNTER that feat a clas. 
t of BAD COMPANY, AC/DC and 
it album, Hearts & Bones, was pro- 
duced by Grosskopf ar itarist Stefan Aurel and is available 
through Rude Record: ub-label of Remedy Records, Go to 
rude@remedyrecords.de for more information... Ex-RATT bassist 
Juan Croucier's new project LIQUID SUNDAY will release their 
self-titled debut on April 25th through Addiction Records. For 
more info go to Croucier's official website, wwwjuancrouciencom/. 
Juan and former RATT vocalist STEPHEN PEARCY shared 
the same stage for the first time in over 12 years on February | 3th 
at the Key Club in Los Angeles, Pearcy was headlining Gz 
Night when he made the announcement that he had a very spe- 
cial guest joining him for ‘Round And Round’... KHYMERA, the 
long awaited studio project featuring KANSAS singer Steve 
Walsh and Italian instrumentalist Daniele Liverani is ready for 
release in April through Frontiers/Now & Then... Cellsum Records 
artist DAVID ROTER, co-author of BLUE OYSTER CULT's 
Joan Crawford! and 'Unknown Tongue’, as well as DICTATORS' 
material, passed away on February |6th due to complications after 
a bone marrow transplant. Survivors include his wife Vivian, and 
children Jacob, 5, and Benjamin Albert, 2... KISS’ Eric Singer recent- 
ly revealed that he did play on the band's contribution to the 
RAMONES tribute album. Players on the track, 'Do You 
Remember Rock And Roll Radio’, include: Singer - drums, PAUL 
STANLEY - guitar; GENE SIMMONS - bass, Derek Sherinian 
- keys and Scott Paige - sax... An ENUFF Z’NUFF tribute album 
is in the works. Bands interested in participating can contact Kerry 
nash, cdsmash@cink.com... Massacre Records have linked 
in the UK. Z Records will handle all marketing, 
ution for the label... FIREHOUSE’ new 
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Return Of The Boogie Men Part II 


By Martin Popoff 


Racking up five gold albums, a platinum and a double platinum 
award (for seven of the first eight albums!), hard boogie rockers 
Foghat (check out www.foghat.net) saw their light fade through the 
‘80s and ‘90s, the real low hitting when leader and founding mem- 
ber Dave Peverett passed away from cancer February 7, 2000, 
after a reunion album called Return Of The Boogie Men in ‘94 had 
brought the band back to the recording realm. 


The band is now reconstituted, with golden era Ted Nugent singer Charlie Huhn 
on board for lead vocals and guitar, accompanied by Bryan Bassett, and founding 
members Roger Earl and Tony Stevens for an album of 13 originals called Family 
Joules. 

“Yes, we just finished it. It's being printed and pressed as we speak,” notes 
Roger Earl down the line from his Long Island, New York home. “We recorded it 
down in Florida in January, February and March of last year. We built our own stu- 
dio... well, we actually rented and borrowed rooms from some friends of ours 
down there, a big film studio. But they had some rooms we could use. And Bryan 
Bassett our guitarist put the studio together and we just went in for a couple 
months and recorded. It was actually quite a lot of fun. There wasn't a shortage 
of material (laughs). | mean, everybody writes. It's a real group effort. Somebody 
would have words, somebody else would have riffs... everyone wrote on it. We 
ended up with three or four tracks we just couldn't fit on the CD. It was like, pour- 
ing out.” 

What's the style of the material then? 

“Country and western, isn’t it?” laughs Roger. “It’s difficult to say. It's rock 
‘n’ roll music; there's some bluesy stuff on there. I'll let the people judge. We just 
wrote and recorded songs how we liked them and the people can sort of judge. | 
don't really know about pigeonholing it. The band's always been a rock ‘n’ roll 
band one way or another. One of the titles is ‘I’m A Rock ‘n’ Roller’ and another 
one is called ‘Self Medicated’; that was a lot of fun. Another one is a tribute to 
Dave. Our sound... | don’t know really. Actually, Dave put it in perspective one time 
when he said, ‘We're just a bluesy rock ‘n’ roll band. We just turn our amps up.” 

The band’s catalogue is famously one of Rhino’s best-selling from that 
label's spate of reissue ventures. “Yes, they're still selling!” offers Roger, further 
deadpanning with respect to the band’s fanbase that “You know, the kids are 
going to college; it's not a problem. Thank you, Rhino. Thank you, everybody. 
Appreciate it. Hey, here | am, 57 years old this year and I’m earning a living at 
something | love to do. | mean, when | first started playing, | was about 12, 13 
years old. That's all | ever wanted to do, was to play in a blues rock band. And 
here | am, 40 years later, doing it. | mean, how cool is that? Other people would 
give an appendage to be able to earn a living at something they really, really enjoy. 
And it’s not hard like it used to be. We have a great band. Charlie Huhn is not only 
a great human being and very funny, but he’s a real talent. | mean, nobody could 
replace Dave, and we weren't looking for somebody to replace him. But what we 
needed was somebody who could play guitar and sing, and Charlie fit the bill. And 
Bryan Bassett is an incredible slide and guitar player; lovely bloke too. In fact the 
band gets on great; we have a lot of fun together. 

In closing | mention that | got to interview Dave a couple years before he 
died. “He was actually a nice guy, wasn’t he?” asks Roger, sincerely. “Dave was 
very quiet. You had to sort of work to get things out of him but if you started talk- 
ing about blues records or Robert Johnson or Son House or somebody... well, 
John Lee Hooker, Muddy Waters, then he would open up. He could expound on 
people like that. Dave never forgot how to be a fan. That’s what it's all about, the 
love for music. You don’t do this to get rich. Work in a bank if you want to get 
money, right?” 


AC/DC "the Thunder From Down Under!" 


AC/DC were inducted into the Rock N' Roll Hall Of Fame on March 10, at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York 
City. The band performed two songs: ‘Back In Black’ and 'You Shook Me All Night Long’. AEROSMITH singer 
Steven Tyler, who inducted the band, sung on the latter. Tyler called them "the thunder from down under that 
gives you the second most powerful surge that can flow through your body." 

The following evening, AC/DC performed a rare club show at New York City's Roseland Ballroom. The 
setlist included: ‘Hell Ain't A Bad Place To Be’, ‘Back In Black’, ‘Stiff Upper Lip’, ‘Gone Shootin", ‘Thunderstruck’, 
‘Rock And Roll Damnation’, ‘What's Next To The Moon’, ‘Hard As A Rock’, ‘The Jack’, ‘If You Want Blood’, ‘Hells 
Bells’, ‘Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap’, ‘Rock And Roll Ain't Noise Pollution’, ‘Shoot To Thrill’, ‘T.N.T.', ‘Highway 
To Hell’, ‘Whole Lotta Rosie' and ‘You Shook Me All Night Long’. 

Prior to the Hall Of Fame events, guitarist Angus Young and Malcolm Young and singer Brian Johnson 
appeared on The Howard Stern Show and played acoustic versions of ‘The Jack’ and ‘You Shook Me All Night 
Long’. 

In the meantime, Malcolm spoke to Billboard.com recently about their new album which should appear 
later this year through Elektra. "We've always had the idea, every now and then, maybe we should get him back 
involved,” he said about working with Robert John "Mutt" Lange again, the man responsible for ‘DC's legendary 
string of records: Highway To Hell, Back In Black and For Those About To Rock (We Salute You). "But it comes 
down to the songs at the end of the day. If it’s just a good ol’ rock ‘n' roll album, we may go with George, our 
brother, who produced the first four or five albums. There's other new producers around at the moment, but we 
haven't really looked into that ourselves. 

“We'd love to do it really quick," he says about the record. "We'd like to be on the road tomorrow, to be 
honest. That's our real job - that's what we love doing." 


RUSH Future in Question Once Again! 


RUSH made its first public appearance of 2003 on February 27th when they were inducted into the Canadian 
Music Industry Hall of Fame. About the award, frontman/bassist Geddy Lee told Jam! Music: "It's a compliment. 
It's recognition of what you like to consider a worthwhile life, especially for a band that's been around as long 
as we have. It's nice to be reminded that the industry, in particular, doesn't take it for granted.” 

Rush recently released the new The Spirit Of Radio: Greatest Hits: 1974 - 1987 CD and are working on a 
new DVD which was filmed last November in Rio De Janiero, Brazil on the Vapor Trails World Tour. 

“This year, | plan to be with my family," Lee added, “do a lot of traveling, focus on my life outside of music, 
which I've been neglecting the past four years. I'm sure at some point I'll start getting itchy to do some work. | 
don't know what form that will take, whether it will be band work or work on my own, but this year I'm just going 
to try and take a break." 

About the future of the band, guitarist Alex Lifeson had this to say: “At this stage in our lives, it meant so 
much for us to get out on the road and play this tour and we felt so good about it, in some ways. If it were to end 
now | would feel that there was some kind of closure, that we went through a rough period and did it great one 
more time. So the door goes two ways at this point. Either we dive into the next project in a year and repeat the 
whole thing, or we just find that we've had our fill and move on.” 


DEEP PURPLE Producer Speaks! 


DEEP PURPLE producer Michael Bradford posted a rather in-depth report at his website (www.chunkystyle.com) 
regarding the final stages of production on the forthcoming DEEP PURPLE record that will be out in August. 

“What can | say about the album? Well, | can say that these guys play like monsters! They've been on tour 
for two years, so they're tight, but having a break before recording meant that they were well-rested and ready 
to play. They had it all - chops, power, skill and timing. lan Gillan's voice is amazing, and he really stretched out 
his pipes on this album. The young bloods out there would do well to check out a real band like this one, that has 
honed their chops by playing live and jamming together, not working out their moves on MTV. As MARVIN GAYE 
said, ‘There's nothing like the real thing.’ 

“We cut about 14 songs. The band has stretched in many directions. But the sound has gelled in an amaz- 
ing way. Some of the songs are classic 'rockers' in the best DP tradition. Some others are more progressive, but 
they also rock like crazy. There is no doubt that it's a Deep Purple album. This baby really rocks!" 

“For those who were worried that | was going to make the band do rap or nu-metal, you can go back to 
sleep now - this is not a band who chases trends. I've worked with everybody from Kid Rock to Anita Baker. | 
record them each according to what their situation calls for. Deep Purple has been developing their sound and 
identity for more than 30 years. It was my privilege to record this stage in their musical life. | wouldn't have 
missed it for the world." 

Deep Purple bassist Roger Glover gave his take on the recording process: “It's an odd business, this 
recording. You go through an intense period of writing the stuff, playing it over and over again, changing, improv- 
ing, laughing and crying about it, getting it right - then in the studio, you play it once, more or less, and that's 
that - it's all over, You always want to do it again, not to get it any better necessarily, but because you just want 
to play some more." 

“It was pure joy to record with a classy producer (Michael Bradford), especially for me. | watched him deal 
with the pressure, the stress, the heartache, the loneliness of the long distance runner. It was a relatively quick 
recording. Michael Bradford did some writing with us, and he engineered the recording as well as produced. He's 
very good with menus. There is no rapping and we don't sound like KID ROCK." 


LYNYRD SKYNYRD Delay New Record! 


LYNYRD SKYNYRD have delayed the May 6 release of Vicious Cycle on Sanctuary Records. The band’s first new 
studio album in four years will now come out in late June as founding lead guitarist Gary Rossington has under- 
gone open heart surgery. A full recovery is expected to take two to three months. AL the same time, the band will 
be rescheduling all stateside and overseas tour dates that were confirmed through May 25 for later in the year. 

“Fortunately,” says Martha Smith, M.D., Gary's cardiologist, "he came in for a routine screening and was 
found to have severe coronary artery disease. He was taken immediately to surgery and had a successful quin- 
tuple bypass. He is doing extremely well and a full recovery is expected within two to three months." 

Lynyrd Skynyrd added the following statement: "Gary is doing fine after his surgery, and we want him to 
take the time to properly recover so he can return to his first love, which is the band he started 30 years ago. For 
all the fans who've bought tickets to the upcoming shows and who've been waiting for the new album, hang in 
there - we'll be back soon.” 

In more upbeat news, as Lynyrd Skynyrd begins its 30th anniversary year, Gibson's Custom division pays 
tribute to one of the key elements of the Skynyrd sound with a new Gary Rossington Signature SG model. The 
new guitar was unveiled at NAMM. Although Rossington is usually identified with a Gibson Les Paul Standard, 
his double-cutaway SG models have played a prominent role in Skynyrd history. “Lots of songs that | wrote in the 
early days were written on the SG," Rossington recalled. "! played it on ‘Freebird’ and | still play it always on 
‘Freebird’ 
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GENE SIMMONS 


Record Label Reborn! 


KISS’ GENE SIMMONS is in the process of resurrecting his label, Simmons Records, 
which was distributed through RCA/BMG in the ‘80s. Simmons now has a new joint 
venture partner which is rumoured to be Sanctuary. In the meantime, talented acts 
can now send material to the label for consideration at: Simmons Records - P.O. Box 
15097 - Beverly Hills, CA. 90210. 

Meanwhile, according to a fan post at KiSSonline.com, the KISS Symphon' 
show in Melbourne, Australia on February 28 was "so awesome it's beyond word: 
Here was the full set list for the show: 

Act One (Full blown KISS) - ‘Deuce’, ‘Strutter’, ‘Let Me Go Rock & Roll’, ‘Lick 
It Up’, ‘Calling Dr. Love’, 'Psycho Circus’. Act Two (Acoustic set with the 60-piece 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra) - 'Beth', ‘Forever’, 'Goin' Blind', ‘Sure Know 
Something’, 'Shandi'. Act Three (Electric Set with full MSO) - ‘Detroit Rock City’, 
"King Of the Night Time World, 'Do You Love Me’, ‘Shout It Out Loud’, 'God Of 
Thunder’, ‘Love Gun’, ‘Black Diamond’. 

Simmons said the “event was a spectacle. The fans loved it. The band loved 
it. A grand time was had by all." 

Finally, Simmons and singer Paul Stanely were asked by The Associated Press 
about the use of pyro at their shows following the terrible events in Long Island. 
“People want a thrill, people love spectacle and people love to be entertained," 
Stanley stated. "That's why people go to horror movies, why they go on roller coast- 
ers, and why a band like us has been able to be around as long as we have. But you 
have to be extremely careful with anything that has to do with fire. The thrill of a flash 
pot or some pyrotechnic device becomes very small when you take into account the 
risk. The unfortunate reality is you're dealing with extremely dangerous materials.” 

Bassist Simmons, who has accidentally set his hair ablaze a half-dozen times 
while breathing fire onstage, said he “would no more ban pyrotechnics at rock con- 
certs than | would on the Fourth of July." 


NIKKI SIXX 
"If You Read This Book, You Will Never Do Drugs." 


MTV.com reported on the forthcoming book of journal entries by MOTLEY 
CRUE/BRIDES OF DESTRUCTION bassist Nikki Sixx called The Heroin Diaries. "If you 
read this book, you will never do drugs," Sixx states. "Shitting your pants and throw- 
ing up all over yourself, and the detox, and the psychosis, and a lot of the other stuff 
in this book is just not glamorous." 

Sixx is also working on the film version of the Crue's best-selling biography 
The Dirt. MTV added that the film's production company recently hired Rich Wilkes 
(XXX, Airheads) to write the screenplay, and Sixx met with Jackass Johnny Knoxville, 
who wants to play Sixx in the film. The Dirt should be out in 2004 and it will be 
accompanied by a Motley Crue reunion to 

“It's gotta be the full band," he said. "I'm not gonna put together a half-assed 
version. | just know that when all four of us are onstage something magical happens. 
If everybody wants to experience that magic one last time behind the movie, | think 
that would be great." 

Regarding forthcoming BOD tour activities, Sixx says that the band has been 
“speaking with some major acts about having us as support. We're close to making 
a decision. We would have to tour without an album being finished which is fine with 
us. I'm embarrassed that Crue members tour and don't stand on their own musical- 
ly. | support playing a couple songs, but for God's sake, try to have some kinda of 
Class and not play 99% Motley music. | have no ill feeling towards any of the guys in 
the Crue. | simply have a belief that running the songs into the ground while the band 
is off the road is a huge mistake. | understand some of you would love to hear Crue 
songs all night long but when doing solo stuff, | believe you should mostly stand on 
that material and salt and pepper the set with Motley's music. When | saw JOE 
PERRY on his solo club tours in the early '80s he didn't do a whole set of AERO- 
SMITH, he did two songs. | use that template for myself as has Tommy and would 
Mick. In the end there is a Motley Crue. We need not a Crue cover band. | love Vince, 
but if you ate turkey and stuffing every day how excited would you be for Thanksgiving 
dinner. No bones about it, (we) always will be proud and hope to do the name and 
the music justice for generations to come. 


POISON Frontman To Release Solo CD! 


According to his website (www.bretmichaels.com), singer/songwriter Bret Michaels 
will be releasing his first full-length enhanced solo CD, Songs Of Life, on April 22, 
2003 on his own Poor Boy Records. Written and produced by Michaels, all 14 tracks 
On Songs Of Life are exactly that, song: pired by events in his life. The music tells 
a strong story and the CD booklet is a pictorial, loaded with photographs and images 
of Michaels' life, including a never before seen photo of Michaels after his horrific 
Car crash. 

As far as the music, Michaels says, "This is my sound and these are my songs. 
Love it or hate it, Songs Of Life is me, a straight-up rock record, and the fans are get- 
ting the real deal. Always have and always will. | don't know any other way.” 

The CD will also include two bonus tracks, ‘Party Rock Band! from the film and 
soundtrack, A Letter From Death Row (written, directed by and staring Bret Michaels 
and Martin Sheen), as well as ‘Stay With Me’, an acoustic piano track from the 
album, Ballads, Blues and Stories, a unique storytellers CD made available only 
through Michaels' fan club. 

Michaels, who turned 40 on March 15, 2003, has been an insulin-dependent 
diabetic since the age of six. The vocalist has suffered and survived the complica- 
tions of this deadly disease. "In many ways, diabetes is as much a blessing as a 
curse,” says Michaels, “It's taught me that even if I've had to work twice as hard to 
get half as far, it has shown me to never give up, no matter what the conditions." 


Rock In A Hard Place 


bassist is Dario Seixas (ex-MONKEY BUSINESS). 
GARY HUGHES (TEN) spent 2002 writing 
recording a rock opera, Once And Future King. The m 
rial, based on the myths and legends of King Arthur, wil 
be released over two CDs. Guests on the album will 
include: Harry Hess (HAREM SCAREM), LANA 
LANE, Sean Harris (DIAMOND HEAD), Dougie 
White (RAINBOW, PRAYING MANTIS), Bob 
Catley (MAGNUM) and Arjen Lucassen (AYREON) 
yboards. The album will be mixed this spring in 
Germany by Tommy Newton.. Legendary frontman 
GLENN HUGHES has commenced the mixing of his 
forthcoming solo effort, Songs In The Key Of Rock. "I 
have just finished singing the album,” he wrote. "We are 
in mixing mode, I'm extremely excited the way the songs 
sound and | 


have turned out. | was going for a specific 


co-producer for helping 
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Kar 05 
snd TOOL’, During the SCORPIONS February 2nd 
f >a, Florida the band were joined by 
ACIDC's Brian Johnson for a rendition of Rock You Like 
Hurricane’. GOTTHARD and KINGDOM 


COME will tour Europe together this spring... Ir 
TAKARA news, Frontline Records in Brazil will be 
releasing a JOURNEY Tribute CD in May. The band 
have contributed ‘Any Way You Want It. In other news, 
guitarist Neal Grusky participated in the Lion Music 

ibute CD to ULI JON ROTH, playing on the classic 
SCORPIONS song ‘Pictured Life’. The tribute will be 
the banc 
10 their last release Perception Of Reality 
due out in late 2003... PLANET US, the supergroup 
uring Sammy Hagar Neal Schon, Michael Anthony 
id Deen ¢ ‘0, have added JOE SATRIANI to 
the line-up turned down the gig, Still no word 
e date for their debut album... HOUSE OF 
LORDS have begun recording their next album in LA 
which has the working title, The Power & The Myth, 
Recording will wrap up in June with a fall rel 


ut in May, Meanwhi en busy working on 


‘onov 


se expect: 
ed. A single from the album will also be released with 
unreleased material... RAMOS (featuring TWO 
FIRES/HARDLINE guitarist Josh Ramos) have finished 
recording their debut album, Living In The Light, with pro 
ducer Kelly Hansen (HURRICANE), The album has 
been licensed in Japan to Marquee/Avalon Records and 
E 1 Frontiers in July... Billy 


Brock (THE SIGN) per- 
jacking vocals on the album. A fall release is 
expected thr Former BUCKCHERRY 
frontman Josh Te irst solo album, after a 
failed attempt at becoming the frontman of a new group 
featuring three former GUNS N’ ROSES me! bi 
Slash, Duff M: Matt Sorum and Buckcherry gui- 
tarist Keith Nelson. Todd told wwwrollingstone.com that 
the five-piece worked five days a for a month and 
t was amazing; the ban 
then Slash just came 
thing, He said,"| can't 


Special guest Terry 


pers - 


do this anymore! And we were like, ‘What? It was a real 
drag ‘cause the energy in that room was so amazing, and 
it could 


have 


e been a really great thing if the egos would 
it be" Meanwhile, Slash and company have taken 
their vocalist search to VH1, which will document the try- 
outs for a new TV, show... The Metal Sludge Xtr 
Summer Tour 2003 has been announced and will featiire 
FASTER PUSSYCAT, BANG TANGO, ENUFF 
Z NUFF and special guest STEVEN ADLER.. Dates 
for LA GUNS upcoming tour with ENUFF Z’NUFF 
have been posted at Enuffznuff.com. The tour kicks off on 
April 7th in London, UK. Confirmed dates wrap up on 
April 23rd at Aqualung in Madrid. More dates will be 
led to the end of the tour.. FARO have inked a 
with MTM Music, The band, which features voc 
Chitral “Chity” Somapala (AVALON) and drummer 
Daniel Flores (MINDSCAPE), will release their new 
slum, Dawn Of Forever; in June... JACK BLADES Inks 
Deal With Frontiers! Frontman/bassist Jack Blades 
(NIGHT RANGER/DAMN YANKEES) will be 
g his forthcoming solo record through Frontiers 
cords in Europe and Asia, Blades stat 
ed about havin 
afte 
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months have the 


"| always see how the 


egin 


California in a couple 
CD finist 
scheduled 


and hop 


1 by early summer for a release tentatively 
or the end of this year.. LYNCH MOB 
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he new LYNCH MOB record, REvolution, will be 
out in late March/early April. Guitarist Georg 
DOKKEN) hand-picked 13 of his all time gi 
(spanning his career with both t Dokke 
Mob) and headed into Hollywood's Henson Studios with 
his fellow Mobsters: vocalist Robert Mason, bassist 
Anthony Esposito and drummer Mich 
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early prc 


due out through Spitfire Records this summer, "Look for 
the new CD to be re-titled, We were going to go with 
Heavy Elements but that is off due to a different di 
tion with the artwork! Th 


ork is being 


right now and Tommy (P: 


als/guitar) is mixing 
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ent. We will have the new 


title and a picture of the front cc 
t within the next few we 
same time frame of late July, early August 
cords! | know that seems like forever but Spit 
three to four month turnaround after we hand the 
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h DORO. 
He will be back home in a week or so." In other news, 
RAZAMANAZ' debut (featuring BF gi 
Kelly Smith) should be out as you read this through Pe 
Records. Y&T frontman Dave Meniketti's other project, 
MENIKETTI, are set to + 
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drums) is overseas this week doing show 


um, Live 
on January 
3st, 2003 on the group's Japanese tour: Live In Japan 
includ following tr ‘Angel On My 
Shoulder’, 'Storm’, "Take It Like A Man’, ‘All In This 
ether’, 'Say Goodbye’, 'Lay Me Down’, ‘Tough Li 
Avenue’, ‘Tell Me (Why | Should Wait)', 'Mister Blister’ 
and ‘Until The Next Time’, Meniketti spoke with 
On The Rocks recently and said that "| have 
more emotional outpouring with my solo material, Every 


in,on March 26th. The set was 


ks: 'No | 


Germany's 


room to open up as a musician for im 
and spontaneity." In other news, Y&T have been added to 
the upcoming Monsters Of Rock UK tour They join 
headliners WHITESNAKE and GARY MOORE The 
dates begin on May |2th at the Brighton Centre and run 


until the 23rd at Newcastle Arena, & 


“You can always get another one,” jokes Randy Piper. “I’ve had a lot of different guitars 
and there’s nothing like a new one. They're like cars; when one breaks down, you say, 


fuck this piece of shit, | want a new one.” 


Funnyman and former W.A.S.P. guitarist, Piper appeared 
on W.A.S.P. and The Last Command before leaving the band in 
late ‘86. Now he has realigned with the infamous Chris Holmes, 
also an ex-W.A.S.P, guitar player, in Animal. Their album 900 Ib. 
Steam, out now on Perris Records, is being touted as the repair- 
ing of Randy and Chris, although Holmes does not play a single 
Note on the CD. 

Piper explains, “We had finished the record when | heard 
that Chris left W.A.S.P. and | thought it would be perfect to recruit 
him. He's the missing link we always needed. | finally got hold of 
Chris, after getting his number from Blackie (Lawless). He came 
out for a few weeks and we tried it. He seemed to like it and we 
liked it. We were going to redo the record but we ran out of time. 


is. Chris has made a career out of being Chris. He'll never change; 
that’s who he is. You've got to love him for that. Chris is a great 
guy; he really is. When it comes to business, Chris is all business. 
Everybody's worried about Chris drinking and Decline Of The 
Western Civilization and all that. When it comes to partying, he 
parties just like anybody else. But when it’s time to play or record, 
Chris has always been there. He's got his head screwed on 
straight.” 

The name of the band seems rather strange, as ‘Animal 
(Fuck Like A Beast)’ is the most notorious W.A.S.P. song. “| did- 
n't name the band,” admits Piper. “Burn, the bass player came up 
with it. | stopped for a second and thought about it; | just started 
laughing, oh my god, what a trip. It wasn’t really planned or any- 
thing, it just happened. | thought it was funny that no one had 


hens, 


By Aaron Small 


“Guitars Are 


forgot to put them in; I'm serious. Somehow it got lost in the mix. 
Burn, Rich (vocals) and myself wrote those songs. Pretty much 
anything goes. With Chris in the band now, he's already brought 


Like Women. 4 


Chris had already committed to going out with L.A. Guns for a few 
shows. We decided to let this one go the way it is and start on a 
fnew one cause we've already got half of it written anyway, with 
Chris. So we put this one out and let everybody know that Chris 
is in the band and we'll be touring with this and start on a new 
one. That's pretty much where we're at right now.” 

Would rerecording the songs with Chris have made a dras- 
tic difference? “It might have but it might have lost the continuity 
we had,” ponders Piper. “It ‘s more geared for live than it was for 
recording anyway. It’s real powerful live and there's a lot of ener- 
gy there. Chris adds to that of course, the crazy, wild guy that he 


Yardbirds 


Flying High Again! 


By Martin Popoff 


meaning it really has.” 


Seminal ‘60s guitar hero act The Yardbirds, at various times, sported Eric Clapton, Jeff 
Beck and Jimmy Page as guitarists within the band. And after the band’s last album 
Little Games, Jimmy took a few ideas from the ‘birds, renamed his new act The New 
Yardbirds, and then quickly remonikered the situation Led Zeppelin. That's a lot of his- 
tory, history that is being re-celebrated first on a reissue of Little Games (note the 
early rehearsal version of ‘Dazed And Confused’) and on a NEW Yardbirds album called 
Birdland that includes original members Jim McCarty and Chris Dreja, along with a 


hevy of guitar greats - Steve Vai, Slash, Brian May, Joe Satriani included - guesting 
and paying homage to this crucial pre-metal act. — 


“It all originates from a blues sound,” opines drummer McCarty, when asked to articulate 
the Yardbirds sound. “What happened in the old days, is that we started as a blues band and we 
just expanded into areas that the band contributed to. | would say there’s a certain moodiness 


about some of the stuff which | guess comes out in like ‘For Your Love’, ‘Heart Full Of Soul’. | sup- 


pose we had a certain melancholic feel to some of the stuff we wrote, some of the minor key 
things.” 

“We were a vehicle when Jimmy came in, a vehicle for what he wanted to do,” remarks 
McCarty on the band’s vital Zeppelin connections (witness the acoustic instrumental ‘White 
Summer’). “He had a pretty free rein, as all the guitar players did and he pushed the Yardbirds 
sound into more of a heavy metal context. He really was the master of the riff (laughs).” 


On Brian May's contribution to Birdland, Jim says that “he did his session in his own studio, 


on his own time. But he did actually come to see us when we played last year at the Albert Hall in 


London, which was nice. And he’s obviously an old fan of the band. He actually went to my school. 


| think he was in the first form when | was in the sixth form (laughs); we were that far apart, so | 


thought of it earlier. Blackie did of course, when he wrote the 
song. Maybe Eric Burden did in the ‘60s with The Animals.” 

An equally simple explanation lies behind the album title, 
900 Ib. Steam. “We were rehearsing in this warehouse and there 
were these 50 gallon drums filled with toxic waste. There was a 
sticker on one of them that said 900 Ib. Steam and it was cool 
looking. Then we wrote the song around it and thought it would 
be a good title track, | don’t know how much significance or 


Noticeably absent are the songwriting credits. “I think we 


a whole different style. Everybody always liked the first and sec- 
ond W.A.S.P. records. A lot of people really liked the guitar work 
~ back and forth. | imagine the second Animal album will be a lot 
different from the first. Chris hates ballads. He likes straight- 
ahead rock ‘n' roll; he doesn't want to do any slow songs. | think 
the next record will be high energy with probably a lot more fast 
songs. There were a couple of ballads on the first record; | doubt 
that there’ll be any on the second. Chris sounds like Chris, He's 
pretty identifiable. | think the two of us together again are a pret- 
ty good team. We get along really well; we always did.” 

For tour dates and updates visit www.Animal.101Main.com 


didn’t know him in school. But every time | met him, he’s always been very nice. And I'm so glad 
he played on it, because he sort of made up the English contingent, really. 

On making records in 2002 versus 1965, Jim says that “the technology was really easy 
because we had the use of ProTools, so we could mess around quite a lot. A lot of it was played 
live, though. The great thing was working with the producer, Ken Allardyce who's actually Scottish, 
but he’s lived in California for a long time. But he’s definitely got that English feel about him; we 
could relate to him quite easily. He brought out the best in us, | think. He's a big Yardbirds fan and 
he realized what he had to-do.” 

Along with two separate three to four American tours (June and then late July/August), the 
band will be traipsing around Europe, promoting the two new records (the Little Games reissue 
contains 15 bonus tracks; Birdland comprises eight reworked classics and seven new tracks), 
dates that are sure to result in a few hefty guest stars paying their respects. See www.theyart 
birds.com for more info. & 
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MARTY FRIEDMAN ‘beth Defying 


Way back in BW&BK #49, MEGADETH frontman Dave Mustaine went on record with regards to 
guitarist Marty Friedman's controversial departure following the Risk album, snarling that “he 
(Friedman) didn’t want to make heavy music. One of the areas that Marty wanted to pursue was 
more melodic pop, mainstream, alternative music.” 

That was April 2001, and nary a peep has been heard from Friedman in the press or on 
the record story shelves until now. His new instrumental solo stab is called Music For Speeding, 
featuring a much heavier edge than people like Mustaine were expecting. But, Friedman’s new 
album is not a return to the thrash and flash of his Rust In Peace days. 

“I left Megadeth because | didn't want to be on the nostalgia circuit,” says Friedman. 
“We got off a tour with Iron Maiden and there was talk about going on the road with Motley Crue, 
so that was it for me. | love Motley Crue, | love Maiden, but | wanted to branch out and not be 
buried in the old school. No question that nobody can touch Megadeth when it comes to the mid- 
"80s thrash thing, but | grew out of that. Honestly, | don’t think what Megadeth did with Cryptic 
Writings or Risk was heavy, but | guess that’s because Dave and | have different definitions for 
the word ‘heavy.’” 

“When | left Megadeth | had a lot of time to think, to try and figure out what my strong 
points are,” Friedman continues. “You know, ‘What the hell do | do best; what do people want 
to hear from me?’ which was odd because | normally just ignore people when they tell me they 
want to hear me play a certain style. It seems to have paid off, and I’m really glad that | didn’t 
go off the deep end and make a really strange record.” 

Friedman says that the ideal situation is to be in a band “with a great singer who writes 
great lyrics,” but until such a deal comes around he'll continue as an instrumental artist. He 
will take Music For Speeding on the road later this year with a back-up band that includes for- 
mer Megadeth bandmates Dave Ellefson (bass) and Jimmy DeGrasso (drums), and a second 
guitarist. 

“Yeah, this is where the talk of me joining a band with Ellefson, DeGrasso and Al Pitrelli 
came from,” Friedman says. “This has been planned for a while. We're going to take Music For 
Speeding out to anyone and everyone that'll have us. It's going to be fun, and | know that the 
calls to play some Megadeth tunes are inevitable, so we'll deal with that when we get there 
(laughs).” 

Friedman releases his Music For Speeding album on Steve Vai’s Favored Nations label 
on May 20th in North America. The record is out now in Europe and Japan. 


BLACKMORE’S NIGHT 
Announces Spring Tour 


BLACKMORE’S NIGHT has.announced the Ghost Of A Rose - Spring Tour. The group will be 
appearing in Poznan, Poland, Warsaw, Poland, Riga, Latvia, Tallin, Estonia, Turku, Finland, 
Haugessund, Norway, Bergen, Norway, Hell, Norway, and the only Danish performance of 2003 
in Arhus, Denmark on June 9 at the Musikhuset. Ticket information will be available on March 
10th - watch the site for information. 

The band’s summer German Castle Tour - Ghost Of A Rose - Acoustic/Electric German 
Castle Tour 2003 - will be starting in Wuppertal, then on to Burg Wilhemstein, Fulda - 
Schlosshof, Bremen-Die Glocke, Rothenburg-Burggarten, Glauchau, Friedrichshafen, Trier. The 
tour schedule is not complete; additional shows will be added for the summer tour in other 
European countries. Those in Renaissance garb will get preferential front rows seating at all 
shows! 


JOE SATRIANI 


The Susan Lucci Of The Grammys! 


CNN's website, http://www.cnn.com, recently ran a report on guitarist JOE SATRIANI. In the arti- 
cle he was compared to soap star Susan Lucci, due to his 13 Grammy award nominations never 
resulting in a win. Joe wasn’t expecting to break his losing streak with this year's nomination 
for best rock instrumental performance for ‘Starry Night’. 

He comments: “Since 1988, I’ve gotten nominations for every record. About five or six 
years into it, somebody brought up Susan Lucci and it sort of stuck. Now every time Grammy 
time comes around, my friends start saying ‘It's Susan Lucci time.’” 

When asked about his next album, Joe states: “The last record had me exploring an 
organic rock ‘n’ roll band sound with sort of hyper-melodic songs. | want to maintain a rock ‘n’ 
roll vibe. A lot of the songs I’m writing now are heavy in the rhythm guitar department. So the 
next record may be a stronger, harder, more gritty kind of thing from the guitar part of it.” 
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Riff Notes 


GURD . , a, 
— Encounter ~*~ “4 

‘Encounter is a crushing listening experience 

Combining musical brutality and acitlic lyrics. 


The perfect mix of heaviness and intelligence! 
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2TON PREDATOR — 
— - Demon Dealer 
Third! attack by the Swedish power groove 
predator The musical equivalentto Heing 
knocked out hy a blow from Gouizilla’s tail! 
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—Boogie -InThe Shallow Waters 

“Afeast for every head- Between Crowbar, 
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5 > Soundcheck:#2.— “Kick up your own storm 
2 Rock Hard (0) with this,” Terrorizer (UK) 
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ginle@cieharcmusic.com 
Www. diehardmusic;com 


WIZARD 


t 


5 


Tree Power Speed Metal 


The first concept album Wizard's about the nordic 
Géttervater tops every one of WIZARD’s releases 

as far as songwriting and sound are concerned, 
WIZARD have remained true to themselves - and are 
the only real choice for anyone searching for the true 
Metal spirit, Produced by Piet Sielck (Iron Savior, 
Heavenly, Blind Guardian, Gun Barrel, Paragon). 


CD: SPV CD 085-65472, 


Ltd. Digipak CD: SPV CD itd. 088-65470 
(incl. 2 bonus tracks, video clip, 
personal liner notes, poster, sticker) 


Ltd, Vinyl Picture LP incl. poster: 
» SPV itd, pic LP'080-65471 


BOUND BY METAL 3 


re-release incl, bonus track |» 2 
sPv cp 086-65672 |! 
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BLACK HEART 


Melodic Power Metal - 


The french group INVICTUS weave progressive and 
symphonic parts into an atmopspheric tight sound 
full of elegance and musicality and they convince 
with a powerful and bombastic production, 

With “Black Heart", we experience the pure 
renaissance of French Stainless Steel! 


SPV CD 085-65462 


FEEDING 
THE FLAMES 


Classic Power Metal 


BURNING POINT'S musical style is @ unique blend of 
Classic Metal (Accept, Priest, Black Sabbath, Yngwie 
Malmsteen) and the unfettered energy and musicality 
of Children OF Bodom. Power Metal with a high level 
Of song-writing and a huge portion of talent ~ 
"Feeding The Flames” is currently Scandinavia's 
hottest metal export... 


He BLesseD HeLLRiDe Is the BRAND New BLack Lasel society album; It HIts 

stores ON apRIL 22ND via Spitfire RecoRDS. JUSt PRIOR to HeaDINg to Las vegas 

for a sHow witH “tHe Boss” ozzy osBouRNe, Zakk wyLpe calls Bwésk from HIS 
Home. Before tHere’s eveN a CHaNce to BeGIN tHe INterview, Zakk asks, “you want to 
HeaR some suit? cHeck tuis out!” He pRoceeDs to BeLt oUt a BRAND New, as yet UNtI- 


tLep sONGg ON tHe piaNo, compLete witH vocals, tHat He Has JUst written. wow! 


28 | Black Label Society " . 


ZAKK WYLDE UN-FUCKING-CENSOREDI! "=== 


Not one to worry about profanity, Zakk swears just as 
much if not more than Ozzy does; watch an episode of The 
Osbournes for evidence. Unlike MTV, Brave Words does not 
believe in censorship, so Zakk’s replies to my questions are 
printed word for word, allowing you to truly get a sense of the 
man behind the legend. Beginning with ‘Stillborn’, the first 
single from The Blessed Hellride, a track that features Ozzy 
doing guest vocals, Zakk tells how he finally, on the fourth 
BLS studio album, came to sing with Ozzy, who Zakk has 
played guitar for since 1988. 

“The wife fucking hooked that one up. Barbaranne 
(Wylde) called Sharon (Osbourne). Sharon would always ask 
Barbaranne, ‘Why doesn’t fucking Zakk ever ask fucking Ozzy 
to sing on any of the fucking Black Label records?’ The whole 
thing is, | don't want to be mooching off the motherfucker 
because, what more can he do for me? | can do it on my own 
If there’s anything | learned from Ozzy it's to suck it up and do 
what the fuck you've got to do and get it on. Now that the TV 
show is fucking big, get him on the fucking record - fuck that 
shit! | said | ain't going to fucking call him up. | told my wife 
that if she was that fucking into it, she had to call him up. The 
motherfucker is so fucking busy, I'm not going to ask him to 
sing on a goddamn fucking song.” 

Was ‘Stillborn’ written with Ozzy in mind? “No. That's 
what | think is so fucking funny. Dude, that’s just the way | 
write fucking songs. People have said | sound a lot like Ozzy 
on this record; well he's my favourite fucking singer. He’s the 
Godfather of my fucking son - I'm a fucking fan forever! | love 
Randy Rhoads, | love Jake (E. Lee); that music ain't bullshit, 
it's important to me. When | write a song, | don’t try to write 
this kind of fucking song. Since | was 11 years old I've been 
listening to Black Sabbath. | remember the day Diary Of A 
Madman came out (1981), we were like, Jesus Christ! Dude 
I've got pictures of Randy Rhoads in my fucking house. | 
don't kind of like the guy, | fucking love him. Even back in the 
day, | had pictures of him on the refrigerator - I'm not fucking 
joking. My mom said, ‘he'll never die ‘cause he’s in you now,’ 
When | met Randy's mother, the weird thing is, my mom's 
gone, whenever | go back east I'll visit my dad's and my 
mom's grave. But Randy's mother lost a son and | lost my 
mom and now | end up in the Ozzy Osbourne band.” 

Continuing to talk about Ozzy, Zakk says, “I don't know 
how he does it, man. Think about it, he ain’t fucking stopped 
since he’s been fucking 18. Sharon's been sick and Ozzy is 
like my dad, everyday | was thinking, was she going to be 
dead? He doesn’t need any excuses to get fucking wasted but 
Sharon can’t be stopped; the cancer is terrified. He was say- 
ing, ‘Zakk I’ve got to be honest with you. If it was me, I'd fuck- 
ing kill myself. Just give me a shit load of pills, a shit load of 
booze, you know what guys, it was great hanging with you, | 
love you but I’m fucking out of here. See ya. But Sharon will 
get back from chemo, dead tired and says she’s going shop- 
ping.’ He was a fucking wreck for a while. Ozzy told me that 
he doesn't remember the whole last tour. The whole thing is, 
whenever he shows up, he’s always sober for the shows, 
except for once when we were in Japan where we got really 
fucked up. We're talking No Rest For The Wicked type shit, 
where Ozzy was pounding booze before we did the show. The 
shows over there are earlier, at six in the evening, and he 
threw back some cocktails. But aside from that, Ozzy doesn’t 
drink, he doesn’t do fuck all before the shows. Once the show 
is done, then woah, it’s fucking on motherfucker. He’s doing 
good though. He's fucking hysterical.” 

A bonus track, ‘F.U.N.’ was recorded for the Japanese 
version of The Blessed Hellride. The explanation of this song 
is something only Zakk could be capable of. “It's the biggest 
piece of shit you've ever fucking heard in your life. It’s terri- 
ble. It's beyond fucking unbelievably bad. We were trying to 
combine Bon Jovi meets all the worst ‘80s fucking shit fuck- 
ing bands we hate and we made this fucking song. Craig, 
the drummer, was smashed on Jack Daniels and he said 
“What the fuck are we trying to do here?’ | said, let’s just 
have some fun.” 


Zakk sings, “‘Last night we were going out, we're 
gonna have some fun.’ It’s beyond gay, fucking horrendous. 
We tried to fucking outdo Bon Jovi as far as suck. We can 
out-gay them. We tried to make the worst motherfucking 
song we could and we were crying laughing when we 
recorded it. When we listened to it and were playing it for 
our friends we would say, ‘Dude, you've got to hear the new 
shit,’ and we would play that song. They lost their fucking 
minds. It's the worst! It sucks beyond terrible. | said we've 
got to put this on the fucking album. The rest of the record 
we really care about. This thing, | didn’t double the guitars, 
I'm fucking singing flat, sharp. We just stuck it on the album 
- fuck it. Bon Jovi, think they suck? We're going to out-suck 
them motherfuckers. It's the gayest motherfucking song 
you will ever hear.” 

Zakk's tirade against Bon Jovi continues when | ask him 
about what inspires his lyrics. “The lyrics have got to be cool 
but you have to sing how you fucking feel. These are the lyrics 
| fucking write, end of fucking story, that's it. | ain't singing ‘| 
was hanging out at the high school and looking at Julie.’ Are 
you fucking high? Are you going to get Layne Staley to start 
singing ‘Living On A Prayer’? Jon Bon Jovi’s got no fucking 
problem doing it. As far as I'm concerned, | don't give a fuck 
how many records they sell, that fucking band is not real 
music. It's pathetic. That is the epitome of fucking pure shit! 
Numbers don't lie; they sell lots of records. | don't give a fuck. 
I'd rather listen to Gregg Allman sing some motherfucking 
songs than Bon Jovi. Who's better, Jon Bon Jovi or fucking 
Gregg Allman? If anyone says fucking Jon Bon Jovi, | swear 
to fuck I'll smash their fucking face in! How can you not lis- 
ten to Gregg Allman? You ask any real fucking musician, and 
I'm just one of them, they'll fucking tell you the same moth- 
erfucking thing.” 

Calming down and comparing The Blessed Hellride to 
the previous BLS albums, Zakk offers this, “| don't know. The 
way | look at it is like what's your favourite Zeppelin record? 
It's like what mood are you in? They all sound a little bit dif- 
ferent. Obviously the drums aren't that big on Led Zeppelin 
Ill. IV is the biggest selling one. The mark of a really great 
band is that the records sound different. You don’t want a 
repeat of the last motherfucking album. Listen to Sabbath - 
the first album has a lot of jamming going on. The second 
album has a lot of hits, ‘War Pigs’, ‘Iron Man’, all that shit. Vol 
4 has ‘Snowblind’. I've always loved Sabotage; Ozzy is 
singing his fucking balls off on that album. They all sound dif- 
ferent.” 

Most recently, Zakk filmed a guest spot on the TV show 
Angel. The lowdown goes like this. “My wife just told me to 
fucking show up and | fucking did it. We started drinking beer 
at about fucking five o'clock in the fucking morning - that’s 
fucking comedy dude. It was fucking funny as fucking hell 
We kicked ass on the fucking set; we had a good time man. 
The star of the fucking show is at a podium and I'm right next 
to him. He's like Satan or whatever preaching to all these 
motherfuckers; they just wanted me to start wailing on the 
guitar - cool, no problem.” 

Finally, the much anticipated Black Label Society DVD, 
tentatively titled Broozed, Boozed & Broken Boned: Live With 
The Detroit Chapter has been pushed back and is undergoing 
a severe reworking as Zakk explains. 

“We're talking about doing that right now. We're just 
compiling a whole bunch of shows together. With the Detroit 
show, why just put the one motherfucker on there when we 
can put a batch of shit together? I’ve got black and white 
footage and all this other shit that we can put on the fucking 
thing instead of one motherfucking show. Behind the scenes 
shit... why do we have to rush this fucking thing? We'll come 
up with it. The record company wanted it out now but we've 
got a new fucking album out, what the fuck are you talking 
about? We'll put the DVD out after the fucking record. If 
you're going to put something out, give people a reason to 
buy it. Anybody can see the fucking show; you've got to have 
cool footage. To only have the show is fucking boring.” 


The Guitar God 
Revered... 


As one of the greatest guitarists of our time, a true master of his 
instrument, Zakk Wylde has numerous endorsements and has 
graced the cover of virtually every guitar magazine on the plan- 
et, Yet he takes it all in stride, not believing the hype, 

“Let's get one thing straight. I'm not even a pimple on 
Randy Rhoads’ ass. He's a fucking God, dude. If anything, | 
aspire to be a pimple on his ass. Out of all the guitar players in 
the world, it’s a brotherhood and I'm just one of them. It's like 
you and me being 15 years old and somebody else is 25, we're 
looking up to him. It’s no fucking big deal. If you have passion 
for it and you love fucking playing music and you're a musician, 
no one can ever take that away from you, ever. Do you think 
Randy Rhoads was playing guitar because he wanted to be 
famous? That motherfucker will be around forever cause God 
put some serious ass talent into him and he fucking went for it 
Randy Rhoads is beyond great, forget about it. It had nothing to 
do with getting laid and shit like that. All them motherfuckers fall 
by the wayside. The guys that are the real deal, Eddie Van Halen, 
Jimi Hendrix, Dimebag... they all play ‘cause they love music. 
They want to challenge themselves and be great. Real musicians 
love playing music 24/7. Fame, money and all that other shit, it 
has nothing to do with it. | could fucking sleep ina fucking bath- 
room, it wouldn't matter to me, as long as I’ve got a Les Paul in 
there, Flat out, Eddie Van Halen is the greatest rock guitar play- 
er that’s ever fucking lived, Jimi Hendrix couldn't play ‘Spanish 
Fly’ or ‘Eruption’. | mean, dude, | named my son Hendrix - 
Hendrix Halen Michael Rhoads. But what Eddie did for guitar, 
you're not going to get any better than that. Now he's sitting at 
that fucking house... | don't know what the fuck he’s doing? | 
love the motherfucker to death. | don't think he understands 
how great he is. He gave so much to all of us.” 


On The Boar... 


Miles upon endless miles are about to be logged by Zakk as he 
heads out bringing the music to the people. At press time, more 
dates could easily have been added since; Zakk is scheduled to 
do a BLS tour with Nashville Pussy opening from March 28 to 
April 9. Three shows in Japan are lined up April 17-19, then it’s 
a cross-Canada Ozzy Osbourne tour, June 1 - 16. Finally, Ozzy 
headlines the annual Ozzfest festival that dominates the summer 
from June 28 - Aug 28. Spending so much time onstage with 
Ozzy doesn’ t leave much room for Zakk to promote his own 
Black Label Society. 
“There ain't no fucking days off for my motherfucking ass, 
lll tell you that. Bottom line is I'll be in front of 30,000 fucking 
people every night. Eventually | want to do a country band, 
down the road. Me and Dimebag we're going to do something 
‘cause there will come a point where | can’t do this shit anymore 
- the heavy shit. Just retire the bull’s eye (guitar) and step up to 
the next level. It ain't that far away cause I'm 36 fucking years 
old. | ain't going to be 48 and breaking out the bull’s eye, you 
know, ‘Let's see if Zakk can still do this fucking solo?’ Fuck that! 
I'm fucking done with this shit, just move onto the next thing, 
and there’s nothing wrong with that. Is Robert Plant still trying 
to be sexy? We don't really need to see Robert Plant with his 
shirt off and skin tight jeans; how old is he? It ‘s almost like 
sports, like boxing. There comes a point where you can't do it 
anymore. Instead of getting in the ring and kicking the shit out 
of motherfuckers and getting your head pounded in, you train 
other fighters, When you're doing heavy music there comes a 
point where it's almost like you have a shelf life. Otherwise, what 
are you going to do? Stay up there and make a fucking prick out 
of yourself? Let the next fucking regime fucking take over; I'm 
fucking out of here.” 2 
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The Hilling Technology Carries On... 


By David Perri 


: The very mention of this unique namesake conjures up diver- 
gent images. For some, the Montreal-based French-Canadians represent the 
glory days of thrash metal, a time when buzz-saw riffs reigned supreme. For 
others, Voivod is the epitome of progressive rock, a unit whose spaced-out, 
high concept leanings define forethought and technique. And yet for proba- 

f bly the large majority out there, Voivod is a mystery, nothing but a credible 
moniker to name-drop when metal conversations get taken up a notch. In 


2003, however, Voivod represents possibility. With original vocalist Snake 
back in thé fold and some dude calling himself Jasonic (Jason 

Newsted, of course) joining the ranks of metal’s most respected, the 
relative anonymity Voivod has been cloaked within is about to 

: be lifted. BW&BK spoke to both Jasonic and founding mem- 
ber/drummer Away about the past, the futuresand 

Voivod’s current brand of heaviness, namely the new 

self-titled record. 
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“Pve known about Voivod 
since my days in 
Flotsam and Jetsam,” 
begins a candid 
Newsted. “Voivod 
was a bantwein 
Flotsam looked jup 
to. We.were envious 
of them as faras how 
~ they had “thete”’shit 
together@fhey had their 
concept yand/ their vibe 
‘and ‘all that) Iwas really a 
cool thing, VoivodWas quite a bit 
ahead of its time, Anyone Who knew of 
them or spoke Of them always called them innovators. Not a 
whole lot of pedple understood them, fecause they were so 
original and unique. Sometimes Voivod/was even too different 
for people. Thal’§ what attracted me to|them, that’s what 
attracted Flotsam fo them back in the day.” 

Anyone up an their metal history knows that Newsted left 
Flotsam and Jetsamto join Metallica in 1986. During the inter- 
im between Garage \Days Re-Revisited and his departuresifi 
2001, Newsted kept'in steady contact with Away andPiggy (gui- 
tars), jamming frequently. “In 1996 we _first(Started speaking 
seriously about making\the record yousigar now,Wexplains the 
bass man. “This is something we hayé known we Were going to 
do and have talked abolwith some seriousness through those’ 
years. Finally in July of fast year it Started gettingersal. We 
booked studio time, booked plane flights andethiat was it. Then 
in September they came out and We started rockin’. By the first 
week of December, we had an.album finished, Ih two months, 
we put the group together, wrote the songs, recorded, mixed, 
and mastered.” 

The result of that flurry Ofjactivity is the band’s new 
album, simply titled Voivod. A solid dimension of hate from 
Start to finish, the record will pleasé both long-time Voi fanat- 
ics and any new fans that might wantitp experience the leg- 
endary rush for the first time. Making people aware of Voivod’s 
existence is Newsted’s first priority. 

“I want people to give a shit and listén to this music. 
Voivod was always ahead of its time, and nowgis their time. 
People are seasoned listeners in this day and age)They know 
what they're looking for, and there’s a lot of weifd-as-fuck 
music out there. Therefore, people can now grasp whatMoivod 
is about. The bands that a lot of people enjoy now, y'Khow 
Mudvayne or System Of A Down, Voivod invented the kind df 
shit these new bands are playing. I’m talking the sideways 
chords, and the dissonance and so on. | like those bands a lot, 
so | think it's important for people to see where the roots are, 
to see where the originator of these styles came from. If 
we can do that, if we can get people’s attention with 
this album because of my involvement, we'll 
get the recognition that Voivod never had 
before. That’s important to me. If we can 
make something happen by taking the 
music to the people on tour, we can show 
them that Voivod is very alive and very 
powerful. All those things are part of my 
quest.” 

Away continues in that vein, 
acknowledging that Newsted’s involve- 
ment will bring increased attention to the 
band. “Of course, this opportunity feels 
good. Every band wants more recognition and 

_for more people to be aware of what they have to 
say. I’m especially pleased, because we have many 
social messages in the music. Our main worry has always been 
nuclear war, and it’s still our primary concern. It’s still a reali- 
ty and still full-blown on TV, so the fact that more kids are going 
to hear that through our songs is great.” 

Away, a metal veteran and survivor of Voivod’s bus acci- 
dent of the late ‘90s, comes off like the reflective senator to 
Newsted’s excited parliamentarian. The drummer has been 
there and seen what the real world is like, and as such tries to 
remain cautious amidst the growing excitement surrounding 
his band. “We've picked up where we left off during the Outer 
Limits era, prior to Snake's departure. So, there are a couple 
of progressive rocks songs, a lot of rock songs and a lot of pure 
metal. The funny thing is, we were just supposed to record with 
Jason. We didn’t even expect to tour to support the album. All 
of sudden, we’ve been offered so many opportunities and 
everything is happening so fast. We're just going to enjoy the 


year, knowing that.everything other than the)album isépure 
bons.” 

After Newsted’s “departure from Metallica, it Was 
assumed the man would never tour again due to the neck injury 
he sustained while headbanging his way through 250 shows a 
year. However, Newsted is eager and ready to get back on the 
foad, so mith so that he is slated to be doing double duty play- 
ing with/both Voivod and Ozzy’s band this summer (!), One 
thing at atime, though, as Jason guides us through the ature 
Of his condition. 

“IM be touring like a motherfieker this year,/ even 
Though my injury is chronic. It's something that was dofe over 
20 years time. But | was headbanging last night as\We jammed 
on Papa Wheelie (note: PapadWheelie is one of Newsted’s 
Many one-off side projects) loud as Hell until one in 
the morning. Stuff thaf 1 do 1 just have to be 
More careful about now. ve had lighter 
Basses designed for me, and I've got a cus- 
{om strap that’s wider In gertain areas to 
disperse weight. | try tofind a different 
way\to headbang, more from the waist 
thai from the neck! With these different 
things, I've tried to adapt. But, the dam- 
age is done and the damage will contin- 
we to be done but ‘the music is really 
importaht\to me. A lofjof things that are 
hapfiening with the music now is making the 
pain féss.\ Hanging and playing live with 
Voivod, things\don’t hurt as bad (laughs). So, I'll 
be'there When Voivod and Sepultura tour April through 
May in the USA, and then starting June 1st Voivod is going out 
with Ozzy in Canadas, 

Newsted had some surprising news on the Ozzy front, 
news which of course nawis public knowledge. “Ozzy called 
me a week ago. Metallica ha@s.chosen Robert Trujillo (ex-Ozzy) 
to play bass, so Ozzy called méjto ask me to play in his band. 
There’s no auditions and no.one elseis going to play, but | still 
want to go prove mys@lf. Ever since Uigot the call, I’ve been 
playing until my fitigets hurt at night, Sixhours, eight hours, 
ten hours, depénding on what stage Im at leariing whichever 
song. But |ani‘Gaek = titerally + eating, sleeping, @verything 
Ozzy rightQoW At night when Lgo to sleep I've had headphoties, 
on withyOzzy's music playingn repeat, When | take a half-hour 
to eat, | watch Sabbath videos or Ozzy videos. And every other 
waking moment when Mm not on the phone or whatever, I’m 
playing those songs.sThat’s Where it’s at. It's the same thing | 
did With Metallicag Absolutely every moment, whether you're 
sleeping or noig you're into the music. | am determined to get 
this. 1am determined tobe playing with Ozzy this summer, and 
| willjhe performing With him and in Voivod. As for the neck,... 

Whatever dude (laughs).” 

Given Newsted’s newfound commit- 
Tent to a second major band, one begins to 
Wolider if his status in Voivod is permanent. 
“We'TMoivod are going to ride it as long 
as we can fide it. We made that agree- 
ment to each ottiey.,As individuals, all 
that we have to give Is'filihit.in the cen- 
tre and we're hoping for the D@Stolf. 
something good comes out of it, we all 
reap it evenly. I've made sure these 
guys have the best contract they've ever 
seen. It’s a better contract than 90% of 
musicians in this world have. If we do well, 
there’s a good chance to make some dough. 
But I’m not in it for the money. If | was in it for 
the money, | would have walked away from this type 
of music a long time ago. Or | would have never left Metallica. 
That's not what it's about for me anymore. | wasn't stupid with 
my money when Metallica did well. So that’s what affords me 
the opportunity to do what | want to do now.” 

One of the avenues Newsted is currently exploring is the 
land of labels. Founding his own Chophouse Records, the four- 
stringer has released a series of side-projects using this 
means. Most importantly though, Voivod's latest will see the 
light of day via Chophouse’s vision. Newsted confirms that 
there was no temptation to hand over the new record to a major 
label, or even a strong indie. 

“1 wouldn’t go back to Metal Blade,” he admits. “And 
with the majors, in this day and age what I've learned from 
being at the top of the mountain is that it’s way better to have 
your own label. You can get the music to the people without 
forcing it down their throats. Chophouse Records is just me and 


two other people. We do it out of my 
freakin’ dining room. Warner Bros. Is 
helping us| distribute it, but as far as 
having aJtabel that takes the big cut or 
4 label that tellsjus what to do or what 
not to do, that shit ain't gonna play. | 
can’t do that anymore.” 

Any chat with Newsted isn’t complete 
Without the requisite Metallica question. 
The one burning concern | had, dealt with the 
Load and Reload embarrassments. Now that 

more than Six years has passed since the Load state- 
Went was released to the world, has hindsight altered 
Newsted’s vision of that slick, brash, superficial piece? 

“Straight up, [like Kill ‘Em All, Ride The Lightning and 
Master Of Puppets\best,” Newsted empathically states (much 
to the vindication and delight of Metallica fans everywhere). 
“Load and Reload are sonically pleasing, but they weren't peo- 
ple jamming in a room with each other. They weren’t purity. 
What happened was there was a progression of people's atti- 
tudes. And that kind of thing happens when you have so many 
demands on your time. The kind of musig that was made from 
the attitude | just described | don’t like as much as Master Of 
Puppets. But I’m still proud of it. I’m only proud of Metallica. 
Whether | agree with everything that happened, that's my own 
personal shit@Butnow.as a fan once again, Lwantonlytor the 
new Métallica.record to come out-and smoke everybody's 
fuckin’ brain. 1 just want it to crush everybodysiskull. For any- 
body who has any thought of losing hope in Metallica, hope 
those people are all denied and blown out of the Water and 
brought back into the fold. The better Metallica do, the better 
everyone in metal does. That's the only thing to it. If Metallica 
continues fo break down walls like they always hae, thenit 
carianly be good for the guys in the underground. It can only be 
betterfor the people who are on the pages of Brave Words.” 

The business aspect of music is what generally dimin- 
ishes its intrinsic passionate force. For someone like NBWsted 
who truly bases his life around sound but has also seen the Gor 
porate dimension, it’s heartening to hear that cynicism hasn't 
‘taken over. 

“Music is everything for me. The reason | left the big 
‘baiitwas-because of the business part of it. It was killingemy! 
joy. | would not have anyiiorelonthatigomngonin my tife. I've 
dedicated my life to music and everything else comes second. 
It's like something Cliff Burton said a long time ago. When you 
decided to dedicate your life to music, that’s it and you have to 
mean it. A lot of people say it. A lot of people play it. But if you 
mean it, it’s everything.” 

Away also displays a shim- 
mering sense of wonderment, 
equally sharing the passion 
Newsted speaks of. 
“We're trying to be very 
honest with — this 
record. There are 
some high expecta- 
tions, and we've 
worked extra hard to 
meet them. That's 
why the lyrics to the 
first single, ‘We Carry 
On’, mean so much. 
Those words chronicle all 
that we've been through and 
everywhere we plan on going.” © 
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he stakes are high. The Haunted Made - 


Me Do It most certainly brought 


Sweden's beloved bastard children 


into a darker hght and the immense 


amount of touring (Spring Neckbreak Tour ms 
2001 particularly) sealed the deal as count 


less fans saw the former At The Gates 


brothers (guitarist Anders Byorlér, bassist 
Jonas Byorler) and Jensen (Witchery riff 


master) cripple audiences. 


But the stakes are being pounded into the flesh this time 
around. 

Leading off album number three, One Kill Wonder, is the 
instrumental ‘Privation Of Faith Inc’, the first introduction to the 
band in 2003, writer Jensen incorporating Slayer and AC/DC- 
isms in a laid-back, anarchy-awaits motif, the track oozing with 
class as old school meets new school ... not nu metal. The track 
essentially means the “lack of the comforts or necessities of 
life.” A quick look at the gagged-and-bound cover art, one feels 
the five-piece are intent on taking things personally this time 
around knowing that the band’s competitive» scavengers are’ 
watching. 

And with big shoes to fill, Jensen, in his oddly perfect 
English (he is a Swede!), states simply the approach to the 
record: 

“We're trying something different. | don’t know if the 
obvious answer is going back to Fredman Studios but | think fill- 
ing those big shoes was a major part of the thing that stressed 
us out so much, or at least myself ‘cause, you know, you always 
want to top what you've done before. We won the Swedish 
Grammy here, and that helped us out a lot. | mean, a Swedish 
Grammy outside of Sweden doesn’t mean anything but still, 
that’s what you're known for in your home country. You know, a 
third album is always a third album; it’s the kind of indication of 
where this band is going. If you can put out a good third album 
then you've put your foot down and really proven that you are a 
band to be counted. That all was taken into consideration; it was 
a pretty difficult thing to write actually.” 

They say luck comes in threes. But is it bad or good this 
time? 

“Could be either, depending on if you like all three 
albums,” he laughs. “But we also had the weather working 
against us because this past summer was the hottest, driest 
summer we've seen in Sweden for the last 160 years. So, we 
were in the industrial part of town in a big wooden bridge house 
and right under the roof it was angled toward the midday setting 
sun, no windows, no ventilation; we were just up there in our 
shorts or whatever and just sweating. | couldn't even hold my 
guitar pick some days. It was over 100 degrees.” 
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THE HAUNTED. 


And it was literally like hell, working in a pressure cook- 
er of intense rehearsals and recordings. 

“Having the kind of pressure on you have with following 
up the last album and then being there every day for four or five 
hours, just the heat makes you a bit edgy and irritated. It wasn’t 
fun, but | think we managed to pull through.” 

Was this one of you biggest challenges in life so far? 

“Yeah, | would say so, for me, yes.” 

What was the first thing that went through your mind after 
the stop button was pressed? 

“I can’t believe it's over,” he says with a sigh. “And you 
know what? | was home for two or three days and | got sick. As 
soon as all the tension goes away and you cool down... | was so 
sick man, you wouldn’t believe. | caught a nasty thing. The 
Haunted played two shows with Exodus and Tankard in Greece 
(December 14/15, 2002 in Thessaloniki and Athens respective- 
ly) and | caught something from the drinking water or something 
because | was out for four weeks. | lost many pounds, just fever 
and sleeping. | missed all of Christmas, | didn’t even know the 
day was there.” 

Aside from that, “it was awesome,” he says of the Greek 
experience. “Exodus play our kind of music. Just meeting those 
guys and noticing that they were*into what we were doing. We 
played two shows and the first show they were on stage watch- 
ing us from one of the wings, the whole show. The same thing 
when we came to Athens. And we were watching their whole 
show. Everybody in The Haunted stagedived during ‘Toxic 
Waltz’. Marco (Aro - singer) ran out and did some vocals on 
‘Lesson In Violence’. It was oneybig party, probably one of the 
best shows we've ever played. 

Any comments on the Greek culture and winning over fans 
that you didn’t know were there? 

“Well, that’s pretty much the situation with any country 
we go to. Having fans in Canada, Japan or South Africa (they 
played three shows in early March) is also a trip. Who gets to go 
there on tour? We do. It’s crazyButT'll say this much about the 
Greek audience, they are really into metal. Of course a live band 
feeds off the energy of the audience and they give 110%..That's 
one of the things that made that. Everybody was so into it.” 


\ 


One Kill Wonder bleeds with production excellence and 
crushing clarity. The album was recorded with producer Fredrik 
Nordstrom at the Studio, Fredmanein Gothenburg, Sweden, 
between September 6th and October 28th. But the record pur- 
posely distances itself from the trademark Swedish/Fredman 
sound. 

“Well, the ideas we had when we entered the studio were 
that The Haunted Made Me Do It was gteat and people loved that 
album; especially in Germany; they really did call it the new 
Reign In Blood, which | don’t understand. But in-hindsight, it 
was too¢lean forour taste. People all around, the world said, 
‘Man, you guys are great on albums; that album is so good but 
you sound better live.’ And we started to process this and we 
heard it so many times we thought, ‘OK, let's reallyitry:to sound 
like the band does sound.’ So we didn’t use any click track on 
the drums, We didn’t dub any guitars so we had more freedom 
when we were)playing. We.also spent a lot of time on getting the 
right guitar sound going. Of course all bands do this. but.we laid 
the strangest hook up with a few amps. We used Peavey heads 
and | emailed Fredrik the hook up we used with the Peavey amps 
and he was all, ‘What?’ But itturned out great, the guitars real- 
ly jump out from the speakers. Freddie was laughing at us all the 
time; ‘You guys just want to make it sound like your rehearsal 
room.’ But you know, that’s us, that’s the band. So it’s all natu- 
ral drums, it’s just the way the guitars sound and that’s it. And if 
people tell ts that... | meanwthe one country that shall be left 
undisclosed, they start off the interview with, ‘It's not a typical 
sounding Fredman production,’ and | go ‘Thank you,’ and'they 
didn’t understand. Who wants to put out a typical album, |. can’t 
get that kind of thinking: | think.we managed to make a non-typ- 
ical Fredman album.” 

And the-writing is “split right down the middle between 
Anders, Jonasyand/Jensen. And Jensen says it’s “the best mix 
we've Had,so'far. I’m actually happier with my part, or the share 
of the songwriting.credits this time than | was on The Haunted 
Made Me.Do It. Because it was kind of like when we started the 
band, me and Adrian (Erlandsson - drums) came sort of from the 
same direction and the twins of course grew up with the same 
thing; they liked the same ideas and variations. It was kind of 


balanced and then Peter Dolving came in and he was, in polit- 
ical terms we call it the wave master, the small party that can 
fip the scale. But then Adrian left the band and Per (Moller 
Jensen - drums) came in and he was good at arrangements 
and everything but | was kind of left on my side and the twins 
were still two. But on this album we realized that everybody is 
really good at what they do and even if somebody gets down 
voted doesn't mean that he’s necessarily wrong. It's just 
another solution, a different idea. We realized that everybody 
Contributes with their own thing but it’s still good quality stuff. 
So that's why a song maybe like ‘Bloodletting’ that | wrote is 
on the album and ‘Demon Eyes’ that Anders wrote is on the 
album. Especially these two tracks really stand out as some- 
thing that we haven't done before.” 

One characteristic about the record is the presence of 
notable breathing points. In fact there was much thought put 
into where the two brooding instrumentals (‘Privation Of Faith 
Inc’ and ‘Demon Eyes’) were positioned on the record. Jensen 
explains: 

“You know, it might be a sign that we're getting old or 
something but you are a bit limited With what you can do when 
you're just going to the two stroke beats. When you slow down 
there is a lot more stuff you can do.From playing fast since 
‘87, you want to try some other things sometimes. | actually 
think the song ‘Demon Eyes’ is one of the best songs on the 
album. The song ‘Demon Eyes’, it is on the album for a rea- 
son. You know when you bought vinyl back,in the ‘80s/70’s and 
you played the first side, then you got a)30 second break 
before you turned the other side and you were mentally 
cleansed when the first song on Side B came). And when you 
read the reviews of an album it was all about Side A and then 
you go, ‘OK first song on Side B, that means a new beginning.’ 
It wasn’t just ten or 12 songs just in one go. | think that music 
today, especially the more extreme kinds of metal, has not 
benefited at all from the CD format (ed. especially artwork!). 
CD sound sounds great but the format of all these songs in one 
go is not beneficial for this side of music. So, that’s why we 
took ‘Demon Eyes’ and put it right there where it is. It's very 
intense and then you slow down with ‘D.0.A.’, and then 
‘Demon Eyes’ is the real breather. Then when you hit song 
humber seven, ‘Urban Predator’, you go, ‘woahhh.’ That was 
Something you lacked on our two previous albums. When you 
came.to six or seven you couldn't really make out.if it was a 
g0od sony and you couldn't hear if it was bad. So this was a 
very conscious decision to put it where it is. Earache was like, 
“No, 110;,no, it's an instrumental, let's put it at the back.’ | real- 
fyithink the album is better because of that song being where 
itis” 

And The Haunted have concocted a Molotov cocktail that 
takes their mission one step further,.In.factat press time the 
album sat comfortably in the Top 30 on the Swedish Pop 
Charts! What is the key to making a record that willbe remem- 
bered, something considered a true classic? 


ink we're our own worst enemies,” he explains, 
“cause lien if we had headaches and stomach aches with 
writing thi§ album, what are we gonna do next time? Having 
the intention of writing something that would really stand the 
test of time, you can’t do that, you just need to go down and do 
what you do best. | think we're getting more comfortable with 
it; | mean this is the second album for both Per and Marco and 
you can definitely hear that both of them are more relaxed. So 
things can only get better and now with sharing the songwrit- 
ing credits, we now know that this really works, trying the odd 
idea instead of the one that gets the most votes. | think we're 
up for a very cool album next time as well.” 

What was the effect of Anders’ departure/return on this 
record? 

“Well Anders, he never stopped playing the guitar. He 
quit because he was sick and tired of touring and he also got 
admitted to the University to study film. | think there is only 20 
people that get admitted each semester and | think there were 
1,700 applying. So when he got accepted it was a big thing 
and | truly understand his choice to go with that because that’s 
his second passion in life. He realized that he could do both 
because he was so well prepared. He knew everything from 
being a fan of film. He doesn’t have to study all that hard to 
make really good grades. And you don't miss anything until it’s 
gone. It's like your old girlfriend, when she's there it's no fun 
but when she’s gone it’s even worse. Anyway, he never 
Stopped playing the guitar, he wa, actually composing at 
home. He had a bunch of riffs and a few'songs all ready when 
he joined the band. He called me to ask if he could get back 
into the band. We hadn't decided on anybody; we had Marcus 
(Sunesson) from The Crown, he helped us out on all these 
tours. But Anders is one of the original members. It felt good 
to have him back ‘cause without him it would be ‘another new 
guy’ and that would have delayed the progress of the band, the 
maturing process of the band.” 

About bonding as individuals over time, Jensen remarks 
that “we did close to 190 shows on Haunted Made Me Do It. 
That's almost an Iron Maiden number today. So we did a lot of 
shows and it’s inevitable to get close with the people that you 
spend too much time with 24 hours a day. Having said that, 
spending so much time together you also need time apart so 
when we're at home we usually communicate through email or 
phone. But then again it always feels great when we get back 
on tour, do the odd festival and so on. But now we're prepar- 
ing for lots of back to back touring.” 

Another burning question for fans of Jensen's axework is 
the future of Witchery. Where does The Haunted sit in your 
heart? 

“It is my first priority,” he says boldly. “I only.have.one, 
other band and that is\Witcheryandit'sinota project, it’s a real 
band. | knows not much has been happening within the 
Witchery;camp, due to all the rehearsing and recording being 
donevhere. That is something need totendto.” 


Here I Go Again! 
Jensen Speaks About The 
Changing Of The Guard! 


“The most evident thing changing, evident to every- 
body, is the idea of all these old bands recording, 
which is cool | guess. | never got to see Whitesnake 
for instance, so I’m looking forward to seeing that 
band. Even though it’s only David Coverdale and 
probably Doug Aldrich. You know, | don’t mind at all 
as long as they have something to contribute. If 
they're just showing up and they're all lazy and not 
into it, no enthusiasm, then they just disgrace the 
former glory of the band; there’s no point. They 
shouldn't be doing that. Also, here in Europe, actu- 
ally most notable in England, is that nu-metal seems 
to be on its way out, pretty fast. Usually Kerrang! 
and UK Metal Hammer and all those magazines, 
they had Korn and Static-X, whatever band, Limp 
Bizkit, but now those bands just aren’t around any- 
more. | mean, we're getting three pages in Kerrang! 
and they're talking about the cover. Things are 
changing. Definitely | think that major things are 
happening now.” 


One Kill Wonder 
Collectors Beware! 


The Haunted’s One Kill Wonder album has been 
issued in numerous special editions. There is a lim- 
ited edition (10,000) casebox edition which features 
the CD wrapped in Police Line tape, and includes six 
Suspect Cards featuring the members of the band, 
all housed in a box set. This version is only available 
in the UK and Germany. A limited edition vinyl 
Picture Disc LP (1,000) will also be available. 
Swedish fans get an exclusive bonus track, ‘Creed’, 
which is only available on the Swedish Edition 
(5,000) of the CD. Japanese fans can pick up the 
Toys Factory licensed edition CD with another exclu- 
sive bonus track, ‘Ritual’. & 
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Whether you love “em or hai 
dedication and conviction, makin: 
working bands in metal today. They det 
game is played and what’s expected in ot to properly, and 
professionally, get past those obstac! is ever infamous 
business. Their determination is left unsca ed. 

And every time Marduk release a new album, it’s an 
a no-brainer what one can expect. Their latest, World Fu a, 
proves that Marduk still remain untouchable, the band ae 
back on track so to speak seeing that their last effort, 
Grande Danse Macabre, was criticized as being a rushed 
effort. Morgan has had his history within our fine pages 
throughout the years and now it was time for vocalist Legion to 
shed some (un)light. 

“At that time. 


ie} 


of the hai 
ly know ho 


2000, we didn’t even have a whole song written, we 
posed to go in the studio between November and D 
‘Oh fuck!’ It came out alright. But that 
ightmare, basically just to get everything tag 
This time around we had so much more time. The onl 
that dragged us down, that made me feel to not sonst a 
that constant struggle with the States. x an a 
were supposed to go on tour soon... e, ae 
ith thos 


ing us tied with the live schedule Is 


guys all the time... you don’t feel 2s down and wi 
stuff. But since last summer when the Danzig tour didn’t 


the new album.” 
And World Funeral is another the vicious gem. Songs like 
the title track, ‘Hearse’ (the first single), ‘Cloven Hoof’, 
‘Bleached Bones’, and ‘Night Of The Long Knives,’ (the latter 
two heing some of the best Marduk songs ever written), single- 
handedly prove that the flame continues to burn strong. 
“It’s back to more aggressiveness than the previous 
one,” Legion explains. “Because with Panzer Division it was a 


pen, we were like, fuck it, we just a time! 
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added a new drummer, Emil (Dragutinovic), which was fresh 
blood. we were thinking about flying people in from abroad to 
play drums on the new album, but that would have been tricky 
and expensive of course. But we decided already, back in 
2000, that Fredrik (Andersson, previous longtime drummer) had 
to go because he really had some issues. He was always in a 
tough spot and 


~ 
DESCRIBE 


n and we didn’t ita 


ise we would be stuck. So 

e around, it’s like the fit in three 
er had a full concept. We just sat the fuck 
ything that we thought of and then whatev- 
it might be good. It was also because we 


ould take it out on everybody else. So we 
nt with him anymore and he had a lack of 
ing to slack off. So we started to look for new 
Ouldn’t find any, and then we were at a Devil’s 
use show, Morgan’s other band, which plays horror 


punk music, and at that show was some totally unknown demo 
“band. We thought we should just check them out and up on 
stage comes Emil. | don’t think he was even 20, and he started 
‘to blast like 2 fuckin’ maniac. We were like, ‘Who the fuck is 
this guy?’ So we just started talking 
worked really wel 
then when you pushed it he just went as hard and fast as he 
could muster. Whereas Emil is more of a musician; he plays 


: 


ally jammed together in the rehearsal space instead of just 


ith him and everything 
Fredrik had like this button in the back and 


juitar, piano, and this was the first time in ages that we actu- 
deciding beforehand that this and that is it, and then tell 


Frederik to play like this and he would be like ‘Alright...’ This 
time the four of us were creating the songs in the rehearsal 


it is clear that the Marduk sound is built upon a strict 
_ criticizing Marduk for putting out the same stuff 
over and over and... 

“Yeah, but everybody has a different point of view,” 
says Legion. “And we try not to listen too much to other peo- 
ple. We got this thing over here where all these super old 
school guys are against black metal bands doing anything else 


| Ee and it was so much fun to rehearse again.” 


but releasing demos and according to them we suck because 
we do not put out the same song. So no matter what we do, 
somebody will dislike it. We just want to make the album that 
we would want our favourite metal bands to put out. Just basi- 
cally stuff you are really content with in the rehearsal room; 
that material will end up on the next album and that’s the only 
way we judge it. If we got business-smart with the music, we 
would be lost, sounding like shit.” 

“Of course you get more scarred by everything you do,” 
the vocalist continues. “During all those live performances the 
material may be maturing a bit and we may have grown a little 
smarter. Like knowing something about how to adjust an ampli- 
fier to get a good sound whereas in the beginning it was just 
put everything on ten and that was like, ‘Yeaaaaaaaah!’ But 
you always grow up a little bit, and at the same time I guess it’s 
like that childish feeling you had in the beginning when it was 
prime time. In the late ‘80s when I was 13, 14, it was like wow, 
everything was so fresh and exciting and the only thing | real- 
ly wanted was to be black metal. So | guess that feeling is still 
there today in some way otherwise | doubt it would be worth all 
the effort and sacrifices. In some ways then, nothing has 
changed.” 

I have always seen Marduk’s music as a reaction to 
whatever is the trend of the day, something that was sol ied 
when the band released Nightwing, followed by Panzer Division 
Marduk. 

“At that time, | thought that the metal scene, or our part 
of the metal scene was pretty disgusting. It just came about as 
a rebellion against the other bands going soft. And all of a sud- 
den it was the black metal scene that was the softest in the 
entire metal scene because it turned into goth and everyone had 
nail polish and had sad lyrics about sitting in the forest with an 


acoustic guitar with a ton of keyboards and it was like, ungh! So ‘ 


we just figured, fuck it, let’s go the other way and | figured that 
Panzer would be the album that our die-hard fans would love and 
the rest of the people would hate. It then became our highest 
selling album up to that point. | guess we have been one of those 
bands that have taken pride in not licking ass.” 


: We ren 
mgt 4 ‘wa. it’s like a 
hardly checked up on all ti 
many in the 
a a id they'tried to 
do it one year with both deatl and black metal together with 
the gothic bands to just cash in some more and draw more peo- 
ple. But when we got there it was like The Addams Family revis- 
ited (laughs). And all those bands were like blah, definitely not 
for me. | don’t really know too much about it; | don’t care about 
it, and I just stay away from it.” 

World Funeral also sees Marduk working once again with 
longtime producer Peter Tagtgren. With their last album also 
being criticized for having a rushed production (Peter wasn’t 
involved in it), Peter took the initiative to make sure that the 
new one would be done properly. Even if Peter has closed his 
studio (he will only work with Marduk and Immortal at the 
moment), it was a necessary step for the band to take their 
time this round. 

“We spent about a month this time. The last album took 
nine days, including mixing. | did the vocals in four hours 
(laughs). It was so relaxed this time because Peter has shut his 
studio down so therefore it was so easygoing because we know 
how his studio works from being there so many times. So it was 


we would work and work until ev jing was do! 
ye end; he was there for 16 hours a day just 
mean it’s really awesome because it’s our home s' 
Peter knows us so well as persans and as a band. 
It has always been pre clear of course 
come from thematically, the nic relevance 
their strongest characteristics. 
“It’s a base theme thing. 
where; we are who we are. It doesn’t feel as exciti 
obvious about it anymore so basically write about 


* and as soon as we needed eal a Peter woul 


much different stuff. Like ‘Bleached Bones’ is like 
perverted stalker/slasher song, kinda like early | 
stuff. ‘Hearse’ is inspired by the movie Phantasm ani 
Unholy’ is questioning authofities and organized reli 
was good to write what I was just thinking about i 
being so limited. But still, of course, in some wat 
topic that never really differs, just like the music. in and 
me were laughing about it the other day that compar most 
Joe’s on the block, we pretty much exist in a pretty macabre 
world, the dark and twisted, compared to most people.” 
“For me it has always been a rebelling thing,” continues 
Legion on said topic. “The freedom to never have to say that 
you are sorry. That is the cream of the crop. | dunno, all those 
occult things were so fascinating and one thing leads to anoth- 
er and then you wake up and think this and that on how the 
world works, why it does that or whatever. But | think it’s so 
good, the actusing angle of it; you can question whatever you 
want and jusf because some guy who is out there with a book 
and trying to milk you says something, doesn’t mean 
it’s true. It’s like if anyone tries to get me down | just give them 
the finger and feel great about it.” 

In the past, Marduk have been ‘known for dabbling with 
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++ (laughs) well the orig- 
the Third Reich era when they 
eir ranks that ‘they didn’t like and 


‘German guys 
in they heard that 


re oughing up what they were 
le (laughs). But then | gave them 
th it hecause it’s not hased on 
But the title will ting a bell for those familiar with it. 

It’s hasically a song about ambition.” 
an always gets blown out of proportion,” says Legion 


about the controversy. K ave been known for shedding. 

“Bored wives of senators that + always like to stir shit up. But 
it’s different in different Countries as well. | mean being in 
America you could talk -all:the’bullshit you want about commu- 
nists and that will be good. But if you talk about it in Germany, 
they are still afraid of the stuff that was going on the ‘30s so 
they will be intimidated. So people in all these different coun- 
tries ere Norway, orJapan, they all had different 


stuff in their books when they were kids. But | just think it’s 
fu jow everybody can be so touchy about a bunch of guys 
nahn music. In one way, it’s almost amusing that you give so 
little and get so much bac! ighs).” 

So there’s no Chri ‘king anthem on this one? Each 
of the three previous albums had their fan favourites: ‘Slay The 
Nazarene’, ‘Christraping Black Metal’ and “Jesus Christ 
Sodomized’. 

“It was so obvious this time around. But | know what you 
mean, | love those songs too. Especially live, you could see 
when we play ‘Jesus Christ Sodomized’, when the chorus 
Comes on, | just stand in front, hold the microphone up and 
people just scream like a huge choir, chanting the chorus. So 
they have a certain charm to them definitely. But then again, 
how many ways are there to actually mock Christ?” .2: 
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by Mark Gromen 
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aNDS UP, EVERYONE WHO tHINK tHey 

HaD a BaD yeaR, IN 2002. Ok, NOW 

comparep to Boppy ‘BLItz’ 
eLLswoRtH, WHO Was SUDDeNLY Hit By a stroke, 
ONStage IN eUROPe, Was It tHat terriBLe? 
pRobaBLy Not, But tHe affasLe frontman of 
LONG-RUNNING NJ tHRaSHeRS, OveR KILL, CaN 


LaugH apout HIS experience. “I’m tHe experRI- 


ment for all tuis stuff, cuecking out New 


yersey’s Healt pLan, It cost $870 to Have tHat 
stroke overseas. $870, totaL! my Ny coverage 
Is teLLING me I was out of Network WHeN 1 
HaD It, so tuey can’t pay! $870, for Like eigut 
OR teN mRis, Cameras LOOKING at tHe Back of 
my Heart, Looking for clots IN my verns, 
ecHoes, tHe Heap Of NeUROLOgy, INteRPReteRs? 
they tHougut 1 was mick jagger OR some- 
THING, tHey Re-ROUteD pHONe Calls tHROUgH 
someBoby, WHICH tHey cHarge you for Here. 
$870? I'm very Healtny, Not mIND, BUt BoDy,” 


as He Laugus His typical cackLe. 


Killbox 13 is the newest edition to the racks in the O sec- 
tion of the local store, the first studio album for the new 
alliance with Spitfire, “It's been 13 releases, including the (ini- 
tial) EP on Metalstorm. We're considering it 13 studio jaunts 
we've had. The killbox is the little screen in a pilot's cockpit, the 
thing he puts the (targeting) X on. I've always associated it with 
the band, because of the word “kill” and I've kept it in the back 
of my head, for a title to a song or something.” 

Two decades in, don’t expect Over Kill to jump at current 
trends, in fact, there’s evidence the stick-to-it initiative has 
allowed them to survive, while others, with more commercial 
success are long gone. “It’s evident that although we use the 
same formula, it expands through time, and the addition of new 
members. The addition of Dave Linsk (guitar) has allowed us to 
reinvent what we did in '92, as opposed to go leaps and 
bounds in another direction. He was instrumental (pun not 
intended) in bringing that out of us, on this record. Let's call it 
like we see it, shall we? ‘Struck Down’ almost sounds as if it 
could have come off Maiden’s Killers, right? It’s got a different 
vibe to it, apart from that run (he hums melody). DD (Verni, 
bass) is the riff master in this band, always has been. Dave 
brought them to life. There’s a good blend on this one: ‘Struck 
Down’, ‘Crystal Clear’ and ‘No Lights’, which seem to have 
come from other places, but there’s also the contemporary 
“Sound Of Dying’/‘Devil By The Tail’ vibe.” 

Tactfully broaching the subject of the titles, several of 
which reflect a more direct vision of one’s own mortality, the 
inquiry as to when the songs were written, was met with “We 
did it on a Tuesday, when | was having the tubes taken out,” he 
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deadpans. “This was really the first time | sang, since that 
whole episode. | was thinking about it and thought, ‘You better 
NOT think about it, because then we'll get thought about 
tracks,” After the first couple of lousy takes, where | was just 
walking through it, | got down to it. The material itself was 
written since Bloodletting. When we switched labels, the plan 
was for the live DVD to give us a helluva lot more time than 
we've ever had, to write a new record. Bloodletting was 
released in October of 2000. My end of it, was completed post- 
stoke. A little tongue-in-cheek, but you know me, why not? 
“Struck Down’, if anybody has the right! A lot of the word 
choices were done afterwards.” 

Speaking of the visual medium, the night of the filming, 
we talked backstage about three or four older tunes, which the 
band filmed prior to the actual show, yet once the DVD was 
released, those extras were conspicuously (at least for me) 
missing. They weren't even included on the second, non-con- 
cert disc. “It was unusable,” the singer flatly admits. “The idea 
before the show was about placement of the mics. We thought 
we'd be able to use that stuff (for the finished DVD), but the 
room changed. Closed mics shouldn't change that much with 
the room filling up, but it did. It came down to performance. 
We thought we'd filled the plate anyway. Yeah, it would have 
been something even more special, but the rest of the quality is 
really up there. We didn’t want to jeopardize the quality issue 
That's why we pulled (extra footage) back.” 

The aforementioned ‘Crystal Clear’ revives the band’s 
love of primitive sludge: slow and heavy. “You once told me ‘I 
hear Black Sabbath. You son of a bitch,” laughs my longtime 
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friend. “It was 1993. Have we ever been one to deny our roots? 
Those big, chunky riffs are something we've always been par- 
tial to, yet never fill our bag with all the time. It's the spice, as 
Opposed to the entire meal. It's part of us and shows the diver- 
sity of the band. | Hear Black was laden with that type of stuff, 
but it goes back to ‘Skullcrusher’ and ‘Drunken Wisdom’, 
where we had that big, crushing riff. We've continued to do 
them, from time to time, if not full songs, definitely Sabbathy 
parts. Every once in awhile, we get something like ‘Crystal 
Clear’, one of those sledgehammer, mud up to your waist kind 
of riff. It hits you hard in the head and moves slow; that's the 
charm. In my opinion, it's one of the more impact songs on the 
record, one where my eyebrows went up. It’s the one | can 
cruise around in the car and bop my head to, without being 
overly critical.” 

On the opposite end of the sonic, if not tempo, spec- 
trum, is something like ‘Until | Die’ (damn Blitz, stop with those 
references!), a subtle beginning swept aside in a flurry of old 
school riffing. “DD. gave me that one last,” begins Ellsworth, 
“because it was still developing, and it continued to develop, 
even after I'd gotten it. This one came across as something that 
needed help. That came in the form of Dave Linsk. In the mel- 
lower verses, he wrote the vocal lines. It goes from a sway, toa 
full-blown attack, because of those guitars. The guitar becomes 
the vocal line and that was too good to get rid of, so we sat 
down and created the “sway” before it. The heavier stuff is nat- 
ural, but it’s the transition.” 

“| don’t think we've every sat down to write the perfect 
record; we just create the perfect mood for the moment.” 2 
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By Aaron Small 
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It's been ten years/aitte ttypbeginning of Old Man's Child. 
In that time Galder has ffted ap@tired numerous musicians, with 
the one constant being rpytlmn*guitarist Jardar, who has appeared 
on every OMC album wi Ptiéepkcention of IIl-Natured Spiritual 
Invasion from 1998. NN 


“He’s an old tna is Galder. “He's my best friend. 
He knows what | like misipallyjdnd he has the same style of play- 


ing as me. He's always, 


with a couple of riffs 

together.” 
immu Borgir, drummer Nicholas 
the kit for Old Man’s Child on In 


Although a bai 
Barker makes his debit b 
Defiance. Galder is 


Ase to time; we work really well 


about working with one of the finest 
black metal has to‘tfferi7He said yes as soon as | asked him. 
Picking Nick was tea choice for me. | had been thinking 
about using him onmprevios albums as well, but | didn’t really 
know him. But after, f{-10, know Nick in Dimmu it was an obvi- 
ous choice because he Jone of the best aon and | really 
don't know anyone, id do the job betterthan him. It worked 


out great. He is oe who tah do all the different styles as 


well. He can groovt ‘play slow and also do the very extreme 
stuff. That's what I'm ingifor iffa drummer,” 

Comparing Barker to previor OMC drummers was easy for 
Galder. “I think his style is prétty Similar to Gene Hoglan’s (Gene 
played on Ill-Natured Spiritual\in sion). Tjodalv (who appeared 
on Revelation 666, Born Of nm ering and In The Shades Of 


Life) is a more extreme drumm id perhaps not so good at the 

slow stuff, more into blasting and bass drums. Nick combines all 

the different elements.of all the-drummers I’ye had in the past.) 
With two-thirds \ofOld Man's Child al: 

Borgir and both bandswflaying black metal. 

similarities in sountls.“Peopl .” replies 

don’t know-what itjs. We grew up togetier and we've 


been listening to thessame music and gone to the same studios. 
That probably has a lot to’do with it. I've always just done my 


thing. I've had the same “fqn ‘93, ——s had 
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4a big part of the band. He comes up » 


j 


't think | do 


the same style. | don’t think either band steals anything from the 
other band; it's just the way it turns out. I'm used to it because 
everybody says that but | know for sure that | don’t steal anything 
from Dimmu.” 
-- +, In Defiance Of Existence was recorded at the infamous 
Studio Fredman (in Flames, Arch Enemy). “That was also a natu- 
{tal choice since | worked there with Dimmu (on Puritanical 
Euphoric Misanthropia) and | got to know the guys; they were 
great to work with. It's a very good studio, very professional, good 
equipment. Also, Old Man's Child has never been in the same 
Studio twice so it's cool t0 change studios; that made it an obvi- 
oils choice to go there. For three weeks recording, I’m very happy 
with the results.” 

Actually completing ‘n Defiance proved to be rather diffi- 
cult. As reported in BW&BK #66, Galder was quoted as saying, 
“There's been so many fuck-ups with this album!” The majority of 
the problems were with the lyrics; initially somebody else had 
written them. “It's a long story,” admits Galder, but he indulges 
us nonetheless. “There was\this guy - you don’t know who it is - 
who did all the lyrics because | was busy at that period in time. 
He gave me 40 lyrics and } picked out eight of the best and we 
went to the studio. Then we had some problems with him. He was 
actually supposed to play bass-as well, but after he recorded the 
bass we found out that it totally sucked! We told him that we 
couldn't use his bass lines and he fttally flipped out "He didn't 
want us to use his lyrics. Then | had to writevall'the lyrics in two 

jeeks and go back and do the vocals over again. Of course there 
q 4 a lot of stress with this album. | will never do that again - 
trust anybody else. It’s best to do it myself.” 

The problems didn’t end there, the album had to be mixed 
a second time. “The first version was way too compressed and it 
didn’t sound clear. It's very powerful now with a lot of bottom end 
to the music. There are only two guitars on the whole recording. 
Usually bands use four or six guitars.” 

To top it all off, “the album was supposed to be called 
Infidel but that was the other guy who came up with the title. We 
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“| don;t think religion is a very good thing; it just tells people lies.” Galder, the founder as 
well as vocalisi/lead guitarist/keyhoardist and bass player of Old Man’s Child speaks honestly 
and openly on his view of religion, particularly Christianity. ‘Felonies Of The Christian Art’ is 
the first song on the new Old Man’s Child album, In Defiance Of Existence. With lines like, | |) 
“Ignorance, devotion for God/Educated in the art of fraud,” the tone is quickly set. “That lyri¢ 
is mostly about putting religion down,” explains Galder. “It’s about how religion in general 
tries to convince people to believe in it; you have to learn it in school. It’s also about the 
crimes that are committed in the name of religion like planes crashing into buildings and sui- 
cide bombers. Most of the lyrics on this album are about putting religion down. That's a path 
that I'm able to lead, I've always written lyrics like that since the beginning. 1 
it on purpose; it's just the way it turns out.” 
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couldn't use it and had to pick a new title in a day or two. We 
looked through all the lyrics and decided which one would suit the 
album most.” 

This is being touted as the most worked through OMC 
album. “Most of the music was made before | joined Dimmu” (in 
2000), admits Galder. “Then 1 just put it on ice while we did all 
the touring. Usually | spend three or four months making music 
but I've spent three years, in different periods, on this album. 
There are a lot of songs that didn’t make it on the album. There’s 
actually a lot of riffs that date back to Born Of The Flickering 
(1996) on this album. All the acoustic parts were written when I 
was 17 years old. ‘In Quest Of Enigmatic Dreams’, | thought about 
using that many times before. It’s been stuck in my head for ten 
years now so what the fuck, | just put it on to make the album 
longer.” 

Gus G from Dream Evil contributed guest guitar solos to 
“Felonies Of The Christian Art’ and ‘Life Deprived’. “He was actu- 
ally there visiting Fredrik (Nordstrom), the producer, and | didn’t 
know who he was. | was just sitting in the studio listening to the 
album and he asked if he could do some leads? | said, ‘What? 
Who are you?’ He sat down for ten minutes and tried out some dif- 
ferent leads and we recorded them. It was totally spontaneous. 
There weren’t supposed to be any leads on those parts so | decid- 
ed why not? | was pretty impressed when he started playing.” 

How does In Defiance Of Existence, the sixth OMC release, 
compare to the rest of the catalog many ways it reminds me 
of Revelation because it's pretty brutal, but it also has elements 
from Pagan Prosperity and Born gg a It's a combina- 
tion of all the other albums but in the same way, it’s the most 
extreme album as well. It’s got the-most blastbeats. I'm always a 
bit concerned every time I-release an album; | think that no one 
will like it. But the response has turned out to be really good, it got 
on the Norwegian charts (#34) and it's sold quite well so far. I'm 
happy with it; of course there are people who don’t like it and think 
the older stuff is better, but it’s always like that.” 

Visit www.oldmanschild.tk to learn more. = 2 
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heads when it hits the record stores. Already released in their Finnish homeland, the band has 


Hi ate Crew Deathroll, the fourth razor-edged platter from Children Of Bodom, is gonna lop off a few 


received plenty of positive feedback even though the first single ‘You’re Better Off Dead’ was trashed, 
according to founder/guitarist/throat Alexi Laiho, for being too mainstream black metal. Said song was 
released, of course, because it’s the one track that sounds most like the material from the last two Children Of 
Bodom records, Follow The Reaper and Hatebreeder, featuring the typical COB black-metal-on-speed format 
that made them a hit. Clearly not what the fans wanted. Not what Laiho wanted either by the sound of the 
remaining eight tracks on the album, which are heavy on old school thrash (in)sensibility and some decidedly 
sick riff madness. It's a welcome change for some, and one that’s sure to fuel the love/hate relationship metal 


fans have had with the Children since day one. 


Three songs into Hate Crew Deathroll and the sonic 
tweaking begins. The track is called ‘Chokehold’, and the riffs 
are unmistakably Annihilator-influenced. 

“Well, I'm totally into Annihilator and Jeff Waters is one 
of my favourite guitar players,” Laiho says. “I guess | was in 
an Annihilator mood when | wrote that song - definitely - but it’s 
not like | was stealing anything directly from him. This is a 
more traditional metal album because of stuff like that, | guess. 
We never really sat down and decided that we were going to do 
this kind of stuff, that the songs were going to be more straight- 
forward. | know | always say the same shit, that everything just 
comes out naturally, but it’s actually the truth for every single 
album (laughs). | totally agree, though; there’s more old school 
stuff going on this time.” 

“Doing this album, we just didn’t give a fuck what peo- 
ple were going to think,” Laiho explains. “The scene is full of 
whores, these black metal freaks, and of course | want them to 
like our music, but if they don’t what can we do? We're not a 
black metal band; they said we were, not us. We're not gonna 
make an album just to please them.” 

Children Of Bodom’s last album, Follow The Reaper, was 
@ bitch to write according to Laiho. Not so with Hate Crew 
Deathroll, which seemed to write itself. 

“This time it was really easy. Everything just came out 
without me having to think about it. | was put under a lot of 
pressure by certain people - not the band members - because 
it’s been two years since the last album. Those people were 
getting pissed off because after the tour, which was over a year 
long, | did the Sinergy album (Suicide By My Side) and the tour, 
and they were wondering if | even gave a shit about this band. 
| got pissed off at hearing shit like that and it was a good kick 
for me; it made me want to show these people that they can 
fuck off, that | can write this stuff any time | want and that it’s 
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good stuff.” 

“When we went into the studio this time, everyone was 
really confident about the songs,” Laiho adds. “That wasn’t the 
case with the last album. We wanted to make this album sound 
dirtier that the other ones. There are a lot of different styles of 
metal mixed in our music, but there’s also a big punk rock influ- 
ence, and we wanted to get the same feeling in our music. 
Dirty, not hostile.” 

As mentioned, Laiho’s focus prior to Hate Crew Deathroll 
was Sinergy’s Suicide By My Side album. Once dismissed as 
being nothing more than a Euro-flash metal project, that album 
changed people's perceptions of Sinergy with its old school 
approach, thanks in particular to the twin axe assault provided 
by Laiho and ex-Waltari guitarist Roope Latvala. Hate Crew 
Deathroll has a similar feel - light on flash, warm, organic, yet 
still over the top - and one has to wonder if that comes from the 
Laiho-Latvala partnership. 

“I don’t know; I've never really thought about it,” Laiho 
admits. “Playing with Roope has been an education, definite- 
ly, because he’s been around forever and he’s really talented. 
He’s one of my favourite guitar players. I'm sure that playing 
with him and the other guys in Sinergy has had some positive 
effects on the way | write and play now.” 

The songs on Hate Crew Deathroll are a rush, but sever- 
al metal forums on the internet have focused on the song titles, 
which have been deemed ludicrous in many instances. 
Granted, people need something to bitch about, and titles like 
‘Bodom Beach Terror’, ‘Triple Corpse Hammerblow’ and ‘Lil’ 
Bloodred Ridin’ Hood’ are ridiculous, but could it be that the 
Children have something called a sense of humour? 

“Exactly,” says Laiho. “The music is the thing. The song 
titles and the lyrics, | think they're funny. They’re not supposed 
to be taken completely seriously. It's not like, ‘Let's put our 
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hands together and sing for the glory of metal.’ We’re not fuck- 
ing HammerFall. Some people get it, that there’s black humour 
in there, but there’s a lot of whining on our website. | mean, 
come on, if we have a song called ‘Bodom Beach Terror’ it’s 
obvious there’s humour in there. Just the mention of the word 
‘beach’ should clue you in (laughs). Don’t take it so fucking 
seriously. | mean, how is something like ‘Enthrone Darkness 
Triumphant’ any less ridiculous than ‘Hate Crew Deathroll’?” 

Touring for the new album begins in earnest in April, 
when the Children hit the road in Europe with Soilwork and 
Norther. It's a surprise bill not only because of Soilwork’s 
involvement - the band hasn't had time to breathe since finish- 
ing the In Flames tour last December - but also because 
Norther is perhaps the best COB cover band on the planet. 

“Yeah, those guys have been accused of ripping a cer- 
tain band off,” laughs Laiho. “The guys are actually quite cool 
and they're friends of ours, which is why we’re bringing them 
out with us. It’s obvious who they sound like, but it’s funny to 
me that whenever there’s a Stratovarius or Nightwish copy, 
they get a pat on the shoulder. ‘Hey, that sounds fucking cool.’ 
Same thing with gothic bands. But, if someone sounds like 
they’re ripping us off it's a really negative thing. That's 
fucked.” 

Maybe. Then again, Children Of Bodom are special ina 
lot of people’s eyes, and for some fans copying COB deserves 
nothing but scorn. Just like Finntroll, another unique act, it 
could be that COB's fans work on the Highlander principle: 
“There Can Be Only One.” 

“Okay, | suppose you could look at it that way, too,” 
Laiho concedes. “I never thought about it like that.” 

Laiho reveals that the band will once again be filming 
live footage while on the road this year, with tentative ideas for 
a full-blown DVD being thrown around. There is absolutely no 
guarantee, however, that anything will surface before the next 
Bodom album. 

“We have a shitload of live material, plus tons of footage 
of us being drunk and stupid and acting like four-year-olds, but 
we want to get more hardcore stuff together before we put a 
DVD out,” says Laiho. “We don’t want it to be footage from one 
gig and a fucking boring interview about the studio sessions. 
Stuff like Skid Row's Oh Say Can You Scream video... that’s 
cool, that’s what we want to do. We're going to take bits from 
everywhere and mix it all together, so the quality won't be as 
good as if we filmed one gig with ten fucking cameras and tons 
of pyro, but that’s not the point for us.” -°: 
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By Aaron Small 
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tHeRe were 


tHree! 


It Was 1996 WHeN tHe WoRLD 
first took Notice of a BaND 
from finLanp Namep 
apocaLyptica. tHeir pLace IN 
tHe spotLigHt was securReD 
tHROUGH an alpum of 
metaLLica covers, pLayeD ON 
four ceLLos! true musical 
INNOvators, apocaLyptica 
seamLessLy meLDep two gen- 
Res tHat COULD Not Have Been 
fartHer apart - Heavy metal 
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APOCALYPTICA 


Now in 2003, Apocalyptica have issued their fourth 
album, Reflections. This release is significant for several rea- 
sons, the initial one being that it marks the first time 
Apocalyptica has recorded as a three piece, previously they 
were a quartet. Perttu Kivilaakso explains why Max Lilja is no 
longer with the group. “One and a half years ago, there was a 
situation where we almost broke up because the relationship 
between Eicca (Toppinen) and Max was really in a terrible state; 
they decided that they could not continue in the same band. We 
thought, was it better to quit the whole thing or continue on, 
just the three of us?” 

How did downsizing to a trio affect the recording process? 
“Actually it did not affect the recording at all,” answers Perttu. 
“We have always played the tracks separately. If anything, we 
have a better feeling in the studio because Eicca, Paavo 
(Lotjonen) and me have a great connection.” 

Was a replacement for Max ever considered? “No. The 
band will stay as three people because we don’t want anybody 
from outside to disturb the relationship between us. For live con- 
certs we will play as a four piece, Antero (Manninen, who played 
on the first two albums) will join us but he’s not in the band.” 

Perhaps the most notable aspect of Reflections is that 
Dave Lombardo from Slayer plays drums on five songs: talk 
about an attention-getter. How did the Finns manage to hook up 
with such a legendary drummer? 

“We have met Dave many times during the years,” 
answers Perttu. “He has always liked our music. A couple of 
years ago he gave us his phone number and said if we need a 
drummer someday, he’s interested. He’s a drummer who likes to 
try new things, like with Fantomas. He was definitely a good 
choice for us; he may be the best drummer in the world.” 
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Sitting behind the kit for the remainder of the album is 
Sami Kuoppamaki, who Perttu introduces. “He’s maybe the best 
drummer from Finland. He has played with lots of different 
kinds of bands. If somebody is going to play with Apocalyptica, 
he has to be really capable to jump into different situations, and 
Sami is.” 

Expanding their sound to include drums is relatively new 
to Apocalyptica as the first two albums only featured cellos. The 
third album did include some percussion and double bass, main- 
ly provided by Eicca. Thus, Reflections can be seen as a major 
Step forward due to the fact that it includes other instruments 
never before used, namely the violin, piano and trumpet. 

According to Perttu, “there was no reason to stick to our 
old tradition of making all the noises with the cello. We wanted 
the best sounding record we could get.” Reactions have been 
mixed. “Lots of Apocalyptica fans hate hearing the drums and 
piano, they only want four cellos playing but as a band we can’t 
get stuck. We have to go further.” 

Such sonic advancements have led to the coining of the 
phrase cello rock. “It’s really difficult to say what type of music 
Apocalyptica is. It doesn’t belong to any genre. It has influences 
from classical music as well as hard and heavy metal. Cello Rock 
might be the easiest way to tell people because we are not only a 
metal band and not only a classical band; rock is somewhere in 
the middle.” 

The fact that Reflections is the first entirely original 
Apocalyptica album cannot go unnoticed. Cult came close with 
ten originals and three covers, but Apocalyptica wrote all the 
music on Reflections 

“It's wonderful,” exclaims Perttu. “It’s every musician's 
dream to one day create something totally from their own mind. 


We're really satisfied and happy with it; it sounds so much better 
than the earlier ones. We always try to create new kinds of 
music; that is our main motivation, to break the borders.” 

Previously, Apocalyptica’s detractors had claimed the band 
simply copied heavy metal guitar on cello; that cannot be said 
any longer. “That had something to do with playing covers, we 
had to imitate the fast guitars on cello. When we're composing 
new material on the cello, it's our own instrument with a much 
wider scale. Our hands are free and nobody can tell us how to 
play our music.” 

Normally a song title is derived from the lyrics, however 
naming instrumental pieces of music is much more trouble- 
some. “Deciding on titles was the most difficult thing of the 
whole recording process. Everybody imagines something differ- 
ent when they listen to our music and that makes choosing titles 
really difficult. We don’t want to tell too much so that's why we 
use these abstract names (‘Somewhere Around Nothing’, 
‘Conclusion’, ‘Cortege’); it gives a little direction but the listener 
has the possibility to think whatever they feel.” 

Although there are currently no plans to tour North 
America, Perrtu hopes Apocalyptica will play Canada and the 
United States one day as they would love to bring their demand- 
ing stage show to new shores. “We use original cellos with a 
microphone. It’s much more fun for a rock audience to see tradi- 
tional instruments there; electric cellos don't look very cool. We 
use much more power compared to the way classical cello is 
played. We have basically created our own playing techniques to 
use as a rock band. We are always totally dead after the shows; 
every muscle aches, but it’s still fun.” 

Visit Apocalyptica’s official website at 
www.apocalyptica.com & 
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ANDROMEDA 


HEAVEN'S CRY 


Addicted To That Rush! 


by Carl Begai 


It's been five long years since anything has been heard from French Canadian prog-masters 
Heaven's Cry, a band that gained international attention with their 1997 debut Food For 
Thought Substitute, a band that threatened to become one of the foremost progressive bands 
on the planet. At the time, their Rush/Pink Floyd/Yes-inspired sound stood out from the vast 
majority of progressive metal bands that were trying to become the next Fates Warning or 
Dream Theater, and hopes were high that Heaven’s Cry’s decidedly unconventional sound 
would take them to people’s hearts. Mission accomplished, but following the initial buzz, the 
band seemingly vanished. Five years later, they're back with Primal Power Addiction and 
receiving attention reminiscent of 1997. Turns out they have indeed been missed. 


“We've been busy taking care of the business mess that we were in,” says 
guitarist/singer Pierre St. Jean of Heaven's Cry’s five year absence. “We had problems with 
our old record company and management that had to be cleaned up. Not very original, as | 
always say, but that's what kept us away for so long. We just kept writing music while all that 
was going on, and since we weren't happy with the production on the first album, we took the 
time to learn how to produce albums. We lost a couple of people along the way, but the song- 
writing core of the band is still here and we still have two singers. To be honest, though, we 
didn't know if we would be able to put out a second album because of all the record company 
problems, but we wanted to keep going because the songs were there. It's something that 
we've been involved with for so many years that we felt we had to keep going.” 

No thoughts at all about packing it in and calling it a day? 

“Well, two guys did (laughs). Honestly, we all considered quitting at one time or anoth- 
er, but we wouldn’t have quit making music anyway, so rather than simply record things for 
ourselves and let it gather dust on a shelf we decided to go all the way with it. So, we're really 
happy with what's happening right now.” 

“What's happening” is rave reviews for Primal Power Addiction from North American, 
European and Japanese press, the feedback from a gig at the Prog Power Festival in The 
Netherlands and a handful of shows with UK progsters Threshold having elevated Heaven’s 
Cry to near god-like status. Pretty much in keeping with Canadian metal bands outside of the 
melodic AOR rock/metal genre, 

“We're just being true to ourselves and | guess people can hear that in our music,” 


Pierre offers as to why so many people have jumped on the Heaven's Cry wagon. 

“We're not trying to cash in on what's cool or popular on the progressive metal scene, 
So maybe that's us being typical Canadian musicians (laughs). Of course we're all Rush fans 
because we grew up with them, and the whole lyrical aspect of Rush is one of my biggest 
influences when | write lyrics. | kind of learned how to speak Englsih thanks to Neil Peart 
(laughs). We're into a lot of old bands like King Crimson and Yes, which | think you can hear 
in our music, but it’s kind of frustrating when you hear those bands now and they're still mak- 
ing music that’s interesting and original. To a certain point it was like, ‘Well, we have to work 
our asses off to make something worth putting out.’” 

Having learned some hard lessons, Heaven's Cry are not taking their present good for- 
tune lightly. They have a record label that supports them, they've got a serious buzz surround- 
ing them, and they definitely intend to make the most of both. 

“The most important thing is that Heaven's Cry grows from where we're at now, and 
our label (DVS Records) is working hard to try and help us,” says Pierre. “We were only in 
Europe for two weeks but the costs were pretty high, and the album wasn’t even out at the 
time. It was all pre-promotion, We wanted to prove that we were still around that that we 
could play live, and it's quite obviously paid off. We're planning on remixing Food For Thought 
Substitute and releasing it in May, and we're aiming for a new album in 2004, so yeah, we're 
definitely going to try and keep the momentum going.” & 


Talking about ptog metal can be rather boring due to the simple fact that every band deemed worthy of the label is 


compared to-either Dream Theater or Fates Warning, bands still considered the kings of the genre to this day. On 
top of that, the bands in question quite often bitch and moan about being granted entrance into such an elite group, 
Claiming that the progressive label is too limiting in its scope, thus alienating potential fans. So, it comes as a wel- 


come change to find a band like Andromeda that embraces the idea of being called progressive and accepts the 


idea that their music is going to appeal to only a select group of people when all is said and done. 


A Star Is Born! 


by Carl Begai 


Hailing from Malmo, $ meda is the 
brainchild of guitarist Johan Rei so known for his 
melodic death metal ax ith NonExist, Reinholdz, 
along with keyboardist Martin Hedin, got together in 1999 
and released the Andromeda c xtension Of The Wish 
in 2000 with ex-Darkane singer Lawrence Mackrory as a 
temporary vocalist. It was a ct rrangement at best 
but it was enough to start a b' e band. Recruiting 
singer David Fremberg as a permanent singer in 2002, 
Andromeda returned to the studio and laid down a new 
batch of prog metal, calling it It's an album that has 
much more to do with ‘70s prog and bands like Heaven's 
Cry than the usual prog metal heroes. 
“This isn’t stuff we just jammed out,” says Hedin, 
balking at the suggestion that 
Andromeda’s music is based on 
improvisation. “It's a collec- 
tion of ideas that me and 
Johan planned out 
both separately and 
together. Many of 
those ideas were 
completely different 
from each other but 
we made them work, 
and somehow they fit 
together in the end 
You have to be totally 
focused to write this 
kind of music.” 
Hedin goes on to 
say that Andromeda 


was not, and has never been, influenced by what is going 
on around them in metal, whether it’s the high exposure 
progressive bands like Dream Theater or the Swedish 
death metal scene that surrounds them 

“Andromeda is about trying new things,” says Hedin. 
“| don't mean to brag or anything, but when | say ‘new’ I'm 
talking about new to us, the members of the band. You 
mentioned the ‘70s, and | think that’s pretty accurate as far 
as my influences go, I'm a big fan of Queen and old 
Genesis, and | think my writing is influenced a lot by ‘70s 
Genesis, Supper's Ready and all that. Tony Banks was 
amazing back then.” 

As musicians, both Hedin and Reinholdz are masters 
of their respective instruments. II=| features mind blowing 
technical playing characteristic of any given progressive 
metal band, but said instrumentality has a very warm and 
organic feel when executed by Andromeda. Which is 
uncommon. 

“We're not on a mission to impress people with 
flashy performance,” Hedin says. “Of course it’s always 
fun (laughs), but not for the sake of playing as fast as you 
can. | think the whole idea of a composition, or the whole 
idea of a section of an album like the trilogy at the end of 
lI=I, is much more important. When we write an album, 
from the instrumental side at least, we write it with the 
idea of playing live in mind, and | think that’s a good way 
of limiting the amount of craziness me or Johan would 
otherwise try to get away with (laughs). Vocally, things 
are a bit more difficult because the arrangements on the 
album are very big. I’m the only one singing backing 
vocals on stage, but that's the only problem we have left 
to solve before we take II=I on the road.” & 


Plus classic tracks from THE RAMONES. BUCK owe 5. 
SLIM WHITMAN and HELEN KANE. 


Also includes a hauntin instrumental score by 
ROB ZOMBIE €& SCOTT UMPHREY. 
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0 1996’s Apollyon), Greece’s favourite sons of Satan continue the legacy. 


“Thou Art Lord was always a project band purely for self-entertaining purposes,” says 
The Magus, “It was and still is a medium to express ourselves without the heavy burden of 
responsibility that we owe to the fans of our normal bands. We do it for ourselves without 
trictions and limitations. Just pure Satanic black/death metal for our pleasure and every- 
one else who might like it!” 

“It was definitely a blast and sheer enjoyment to do this album,” The Magus contin- 
ues. “The main characteristics of the album are extremity, aggression, heaviness and 
Satanism! Evil as Hell! Indeed everything came out very naturally due to our experience. | 
Was surprised at how good a guitarist Sakis is; he has improved a lot lately, and he added 
ideas that he is not using in Rotting Christ. It’s just excellent!” 

The main nature of Thou Art Lord is pretty much Satanic in character. Where do you 
Stand on the subject? It seems like Thou Art Lord’s lytics are a little more on the straightfor- 
ward and direct side. 

“Everybody is an agnostic atheist with an inclination to the darker side,” The Magus 
explains. “Personally speaking | am closer to Satanism. Not only that, | have heen into 
occultism for almost 20 years now. A quest that started for the thirst of wisdom and power, | 
have shaped my own personal philosophy which incorporates a lot of Satanic elements but it 
would not be appropriate to expand on them here. And the lyrics are more straight-forward 
just as the music is.” 

DV8 is quite the trip nonetheless, reflecting the aura of Rosemary’s Baby, the mansion 
scene in Eyes Wide Shut (hence the song inspired by said film), along with a little humour 


Aside from releasing what was 
arguably one of the most promising 
indie extreme releases of 2002, 
Against The Seasons: Cold Winters 

Songs From The Dead Summer 
Heat, Windsor, Ontario’s Wood Of Ypres (pro- 
nounced e-pray) have already set themselves up as not only Canada’s 
most prominent upcoming metal luminaries, hut as one of the most 
promising melodic extreme black metal bands anywhere. 


For the uninitiated, Woods Of Ypres (www.woodsofypres.ca) create an alluring brand of 
dark, flowing, emotional black metal (they are featured on Knuckletracks XLVII in issue 66) 
where the epic and vicious surge of Sweden's Dawn and the magic of Agalloch, along with 
Sparse references to such treasures as (early) Ulver, Opeth, and Dissection, all boil down into 
one memorable but toxic brew. 

“Woods of Ypres started simply as a project between Aaron (Palmer, bass) and me to 
write and record some songs over the summer as we became very interested in pursuing this 
vision of emotional black metal and melodic songwriting,” begins songwriter/guitarist/drum- 
mer David Gold. “This was kind of a test to see what we were capable of. Against The 
Seasons is my first real attempt at songwriting.” 

“From the beginning we knew that we wanted a name that would distinguish us as 
Canadians in a meaningful way,” continues Gold concerning the band name. “Woods of Ypres 
makes reference to the battle of Ypres of which there was significant Canadian involvement in 
WWI, and is in relation to Memorial Park on Ypres Rd., which is a small park of tall trees here 
in Windsor which is dedicated to that very same thing.” 

“Ido see the simi jes, and the comparisons are nothing short of flattering,” says 


PHHOU Cet LOD 


Greece’s most notorious cult supergroup, Thou Art Lord (www.thouartlord.tk), have finally 
unearthed themselves from their Hellenic ruins after a six year silence. Formed hy two of 
Greece’s most notable black metal figures, Sakis of Rotting Christ and Magus Wampyr 
Daoloth (a.k.a. The Magus) of Necromantia some ten odd years ago, Thou Art Lord have 
always steeped themselves in the pleasure of creating perverse Satanic venomous black 
metal. And with their wicked comeback release, entitled DV8 (on-Black Lotus; a follow-up 


wWwOG6DS OF YPRES 
tue forest 1s my tHRONe 


by Chris Bruni 


thrown into the blackened mix. Is this a fair estimation of the album’s overall character? 

“Hey, we are quite flattered that you say that,” The Magus exclaims. “Actually that was 
the atmosphere which we wanted to create for some parts in the first place. This nightmarish, 
sinister, sensual, orgiastic feeling. Humour is quite important. It is a part of the pleasures of 
life and man. As a Satanist | indulge heavily in all carnal pleasures. Besides, Satan has all 
the best jokes, and all the best girls! A charming trickster is one of his qualities.” 

The Greek black metal scene has forged its own character, but as of late (and as 
before), it has always been hidden within the shadows of the Scandinavian scene. Have you 
seen the Greek black metal scene go through its ups and downs? 

“It is true that the Greek scene never followed the Scandinavian trend, nor paid much 
attention to the image. And its members’ did not kill anybody and did not attract media 
attention. But the spirit and feeling was pretty genuine and much more Satanic than the 
Scandinavians. We never sang about lakes and forests! Well, | like them but how much evil 
can a lake have (laughs)? We followed our own thing and with an ancient background of 
occult mysteries it was more natural. The Greek black scene today is not that good, with 
very few bands of pure quality. One authentic killer band is Naer Mataron. Unbelievable 
material!” 

And finally, are there plans to do another TAL album? 

“Maybe, who knows? Maybe in seven years again, or next year. It depends on our 
mood. We do not want to do it as a yearly thing though. It will spoil the character and feeling 
of the band.” & 


Gold making reference to the aforementioned 
bands. “But | can be honest in saying that a 
lot of what we do simply comes naturally. | 
have always experimented with the use of 
huge, moody chords to invoke certain feel- 
ings that are somehow hopeless and hope- 
ful at the same time. Our sound, and even 
our themes, can best be described as ‘cold flowing 

sorrow’, basically sadness, moving forward.” 

Since the band name comes from a significant historical reference point, would you say 
that the lyrics also make reference to certain events? 

“Though our name does make reference to history, our music is about modern life. Each 
song is about a specific personal experience that | could describe extensively as ‘A celebration 
of what you have learned in times of sadness.’” 

The band have coined the term “Ontario Black Metal.” And considering the fact that 
there is no band from Ontario (or Canada for that matter) that plays in the style of Woy, it 
seems that the band want to make a distinction. 

“We use the Black Metal term as a reference point for people who might not be familiar 
with the genre and ‘Ontario’ as a geographical reference. Though Black Metal has become 
such a vague term in the underground, it is still very much ‘underground,’ especially here in 
Canada. We feel the need to make a distinction with our sound because though what we do 
most closely resembles Black Metal, we feel we have a certain charm that is unique to us that 
will only become more obvious as we progress. We have said that our Black Metal sound will 
one day be synonymous with Ontario, Canada because we see ourselves as one of the first to 
be tapping into this kind of inspiration from this area. This is what life in Ontario has inspired 
us to create. We use the Black Metal term as more of a place to meet us, and let us take you 
from there because we tend to run much deeper than what you might expect.” Contact: David 
Gold, 359 Ouellette Ave, Windsor Ontario, CANADA davegold86@hotmail.com & 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


The artists formerly known as Covenant are back, 
the band members’ individual triumphs with some 
of black metal’s finest (Arcturus, Dimmu Borgir, 
Mayhem) cast into the mists of memory. Known as 
The Kovenant since the release of the eyebrow- 
raising industrialized Animatronic album in 1999, 
guitarist Psy Coma (formerly Blackheart) and 
bassist/vocalsit Lex Icon (formerly Nagash) have 
heen accused by many former fans of raping what 
was considered to be a black metal band with huge 
potential and turning it into a cybernetic atrocity. 
It’s all oil off an android’s back to Mr. Coma when 
you bring the subject up, though. The Kovenant, he 
Says, has always provoked a reaction, even when 
they've had no intention of doing so. 


me ROVEMANT 


“We have the gift of being a polarizing band,” says 
Coma. “We've come to expect the reactions and counter- 
reactions we get, and they get stronger with each 
telease. It's quite amusing to witness, actually, because 
we really do provoke people. It's not something we inten- 
tionally seek out; it’s a result of what we do. It’s interest- 
ing to see what generates discussion about this band, 
and | believe that any kind of attention is positive regard- 
less of what's being said.” 

Plenty has been said about The Kovenant’s last out- 
ing, a re-recorded cyber-trashed version of their black 
metal'Covenant debut In Times Before The Light. And 
their new album, S.E.T.I., is likely to have The 
Kovenant’s current fanbase squirming in their seats 
thanks to another significant change in sound. 

“People were sharply divided in their reactions to 
what we did to In Times Before The Light,” Coma admits. 
“| can respect that because some people have a real 
problem with a band going back and re-writing history. 
But, | don’t see the new version of the album as a 
replacement for the old one. The new version was a sci- 
ence project that we were committed to. It was also done 
partly out of necessity because we want the record to live 
on as a Kovenant record. It was an interesting process, 
and it was really good for us as far as warming up to do 
the new record. Re-doing In Times Before The Light 
helped us focus more closely on what we wanted to do 
with the S.E.T.I.” 

The focus for $.E.T.1. seems to be on The Kovenant 
distancing themselves even further from their black metal 
roots. Ina move that is sure to see The Kovenant’s fan- 


base form two separate camps, Psy Coma and Lex Icon 
opted for a clean vocal approach this time out rather than 
the grunts and growls heard on Animatronic. 

“| think that our songwriting has reached quite a 
high level when it comes to melody,” Coma says in their 
defense. “We just felt it would be a destructive process if 
we approached the vocals in the same way we have in the 
past, especially on songs that have been carefully 
arranged. | mean, if you have extreme attention-grabbing 
vocals on top of the song you might not hear what's going 
on in the music, which is where the purpose of the sony 
lies. It just didn’t seem very natural to have extreme 
vocals with the songs on the new album.” 

“It was time for us to shake the foundations of this 
band again. It’s important for us to keep experimenting 
with our sound and not become too comfortable with fit- 
ting into a scene alongside Pain, Rammstein or Theatre 
Of Tragedy, even if it's a scene that is only just starting to 
become accepted.” 

Through all this, Coma insists that many of The 
Kovenant’s fans these days are still black metal fans that 
locked into them when they were known as Covenant. 

“People are going to argue that we sound much dif- 
ferent now compared to our Covenant days, of course, but 
the mentality is the same. The thing that motivates the 
people in the black metal genre is not necessarily just the 
musical expression. People are a lot more in love with 
the ideas behind the music, and | think we still represent 
those ideas to some extent even though we have our own 
angles and ideas. Ultimately, that’s the more important to 
me than the direction the music is going.” & 


By Chris Bruni | 


FLESH Dominion 


PABKHON INFAUSTOS 


To say that France’s most important extreme metal act Arkhon 
Infaustus have released what will undoubtedly be one of the most evil 
and sinister releases of 2003 would be a severe understatement. 


is Making a devilish impact with their 2001 debut CD, Hell Injection (following their Dead 

Cunt Maniac EP), Arkhon Infaustus have raised the bar with their latest monstrous opus, Filth was nothing extreme about it; it was just our vision.” 
Catalyst, black metal’s answer to Carcass’ Necroticsm and Entombed’s Clandestine. Explain the perverse nature and presentation of the 

“For us, we put everything in Arkhon Infaustus,” begins bass player/black metal vocal- ‘band... 

ist 666Torturer. “You know, we are not trying to wage this war against Christianity like all “The Marquis De Sade, what he says, is very important to us. This is a very important 
these other black metal bands or whatever. For us, all the evil we put into Arkhon Infaustus is part of our life. We believe in the power of the flesh. For us, real completion can only be found 
much more than words. Our evil is more maligned, deep, and it’s almost dormant. It’s a deep when you associate the mind and the flesh. So real sexual violence, any violence, if you con- 
comprehension of evil, more of a philosophy than a real easy religion. | {rol it and understand it with your mind, becomes a perfection. There are two 
think this is why the evil can be filtered; what you hear is not like some- kinds of extreme sex: one which is based on frustration and one based on 
thing we did on the weekend like a hobby. We really put all the evil we intelligent cruelty. When it is based on intelligent cruelty, then you can take 
have inside of us and that’s why maybe you see it because we are not the whole soul of it. This is what's happening in Arkhon Infaustus; we add 
- cheating people.” this intelligence of violence and cruelty and turn it into music and words. 
“When Deviant (guitars/death vocals) and me started the band, we Like an Apostle giving his word; we give the word to people not to be chained 
already had played in lots of black metal and death metal bands, but we to morality that was indulged in childhood hecause once you understand 


the Hell Injection cover, we were very surprised because there 


never found the band that we could do everything in. So in 1997, we want- a. | where the pleasure is, you feel free and you become a god yourself.” 
ed to have something where we can both control everything. So we creat- Pe Pe And the relevant Satanic themes? 
ed Arkhon Infaustus and at first, it was really personal; we didn’t send out . & ‘= . “Satan for us is a word because in this society it is the word that 


any demos and stuff. We then wanted to share this personal vision and . = 
that’s what we are doing now; so that any \ 
riff and word or image is completely us. 2 
The three important things we have are : 
the vision, the music and words, and the 

idea. Everything has to be perfect.” 

When the band first started out, the hype that surrounded 
Arkhon Infaustus was that they are one of the most controver- 
sial bands in France. 

“Actually, the first shows we did were seen as contro- 
versial. But for us, it’s not like that at all. It’s our way and 
maybe it’s the people that find it controversial. We don’t try to 
be extreme in our words, we just show what we think and live. 
And this is extreme to people. When we had the problems with 


became a metaphor for everyone. But the real Satan is much more than a 
word. Like one of the principles of Sade is 

that the pure evil is the idea, not the act. So 

that in another society, in a different time, the = “ 
same act may not be evil. So the Satanic parts si 

in our lyrics is what is evil in our society and we also show in 
some lyrics the universality of evil. We show why evil is beyond 
time. Evil is much more. It's always mutating. There’s not one 
book of law; Satan is always changing.” 

“Filth Catalyst is the evil that attracts all evil,” says 
Torturer summing it all up. “It’s a gathering of minds; when you R 
listen to it, you bring your own filth to it and that makes it big- Pe 
ger. So when people feel the evil, it’s like a snowball: it’s rolling 
and getting bigger and bigger.” & 
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LED ZEPPELIN Live at Last! 


Atlanti¢ Records has announced the forthcoming release of the mother lode of LED ZEPPELIN live 
recordings. Due out May 27th are the Led Zeppelin DVD, a two disc set, and How The West Was 
Won, a 3CD audio set. This marks the first-ever official release of these rare and legendary per- 
formances, which span the group’s entire career. The DVD and CD sets each contain entirely dif- 
ferent material, so there is no overlap between the two releases. 

Clocking in at nearly five and a half hours, the Led Zeppelin DVD has been culled from just 
a handful of performances which were ever filmed during the band’s extraordinary lifetime. As gui- 
tarist Jimmy Page explains, “We were never really part of the pop scene. It was never what Led 
Zeppelin was supposed to be about. Our thing was playing live. In that sense, Zeppelin was very 
much an underground band. The fact that it became as successful as it did was something that was 
almost out of our control. We actually shunned commercialism, which is why so little official 
footage of the band has ever been seen before.” 

Featured performances include; London’s Royal Albert Hall in January 1970, just one year 
after the release of their debut album, their five-night run at London’s Earl’s Court in May 1975 and 
their record-breaking shows at England’s Knebworth Festival in August 1979, just one year before 
the death of drummer John Bonham led to the band’s dissolution. Also included are songs from 
New York's Madison Square Garden in July 1973 which were not included in the The Song Remains 
The Same concert film, the only previously released live Zeppelin footage. Other highlights of the 
DVD include: extremely rare television appearances, among them a performance for Danish tele- 
vision in March 1969, promotional clips, TV interviews, behind-the scenes material, and even a 
bit of fan-shot “bootleg” footage. 

The DVD has been restored, remixed, and remastered in Dolby Digital 5.1 Surround, DTS, 
and PCM Two-Channel Stereo - under the personal supervision of Jimmy Page and director Dick 
Carruthers. 

Recorded in California, How The West Was Won is an audio complement to the DVD. The 
material on the three CDs has been culled from two of the most legendary live performances by 
Led Zeppelin, at the Los Angeles Forum and Long Beach Arena on June 25th and 27th, 1972. 
Among the highlights are a 25-plus minute version of ‘Dazed And Confused’, a 23-minute medley 
based around ‘Whole Lotta Love’ and such classics as ‘Stairway To Heaven’ and ‘Rock And Roll’. 
These shows find the band introducing songs from their forthcoming Houses Of The Holy album, 
which would not be released for another nine months. 

2003 marks the 35th anniversary of the first rehearsal which brought together guitarist 
Jimmy Page, vocalist Robert Plant, bassist/keyboardist John Paul Jones, and drummer John 
Bonham in the summer of 1968. Led Zeppelin has sold over 200 million albums worldwide. 


MOTLEY CRUE Catalogue Update! 


Universal Music Enterprises (UME) has signed an exclusive long-term licensing deal with MOTLEY 
CRUE for the manufacture, marketing and distribution of the band’s catalog in North America. 
Motley Crue albums have sold more than 40 million copies worldwide and the band is one of the 
few artists in history to own and control its publishing and its catalog of recorded masters. 

UME, which will issue the catalog albums as well as two DVDs this month under its Hip-0: 
Records label, will also create new compilations, including a box set, for later release. Additional 
releases such as a first ever box set and video collection on DVD are being planned. 

The reissues in order include: Too Fast For Love (1982 - a live version of ‘Merry-Go-Round’ 
has been added to the previous four bonus tracks), Shout At The Devil (1983 - joining four previ- 
ous bonuses is the demo for the album's ‘Too Young To Fall In Love’), Theatre Of Pain (1985 - a 
never released in the U.S. Tommy Lee drum piece augments five earlier bonus demos and alter: 
nate mixes), Girls, Girls, Girls (1987 - a live performance of the album’s ‘All In The Name Of. 
recorded in Moscow is now added to four previous bonus tracks), Dr. Feelgood (1989 - the demo 
for the album’s ‘Time For Change’ is now included with four earlier bonus tracks), Motley Crue 
(1993), Generation Swine (1997 - Explicit and Clean versions, the previously unreleased in the 
U.S. ‘Song To Slit Your Wrist By’ joins four earlier bonuses), Supersonic & Demonic Relics (1999 
- Explicit and Clean - now adds the ‘Knock ‘Em Dead, Kid’ demo), Live: Entertainment Or Death 
(1999 - Explicit and Clean), New Tattoo (2000 - Explicit and Clean = this edition will add 
‘Timebomb’ and/or bonuses from the Japanese double-disc and single-disc versions which include 
two demos and six live performances). 

The DVDs include: 1999’s VH1 Behind The Music: Motley Crue and 2001's Lewd, Crued & 
Tattooed (along with the live tracks are performance videos, a making of ‘New Tattoo’, screen 
Savers, a2 5.1 Surround Sound mix and more). 

Bassist Nikki Sixx commented about the relevancy of the reissues; “There won't be anything 
in the way of asking old fans to purchase these, since we've already released them with bonus 
tracks. We will try to make them as cool as possible for future Crueheads of course. I’m excited 
about releasing the DVD Greatest Hits. Those videos are classic, and | think a lot of newer fans 
have a hard time seeing them.” 


Surround Sound MEGADETH! 


MEGADETH’s cla: second album, Peace Sells... But Who’s Buying (1986 Capitol Records) was 
recently updated in DTS 5.1 Surround Sound by former leader Dave Mustaine at DTS Studios in 
California. The DVD Audio Disc will be out in April and will not play on conventional CD players - 
it is for use in DVD technology. According to their website (www.dtsonline.com), “DVD-Audio 
improves upon CD, just like DVD-Video improved upon VHS.” Megadeth is the first metal band in 
the DTS catalogue. 


50 Brave Rarities 


Guitarist Malcolm Young has commented on the added loudness and forcefulness of the reis- 
sued versions of his band, AC/DC's classic LPs. Says Malcolm:'That's the big plus, | thought. You 


know, | stuck one on the other day, and | stuck the new one on to compare like a 
good 30...'d say 30-percent louder, maybe more, you know? If | look on my sitting 
right at the top, just before the red, and it doesn't move from there”... The remastered version 


of MORBID ANGEL’ Attars C 
sue of Blessed Are The Si 
Azagthoth and additior ct pictures in a new 
the previously unreleased live videc 


Madness album is out now in North America with the reis- 
ch | Ith, Both CDs contain r liner notes b 
yout of the CD 
lip shot in London of ‘Immortal Rites' and Blessed Are The 
Sick contains the rarely seen production video clip shot in England of the title track ‘Blessed Are 
The Sick’. MEKONG DELTA (who featured members from numerous German metal bands 
including RAGE, HELLOWEEN, GAMMA RAY, LIVING DEATH, SODOM, U.D.O. 
have had their catalogu ued in Europe. Titles include: Mekong Delta (1987), The Music 
Of Eric Zahn (1988), Principle Of Doubt (1989), Dances Of Death her Walking. 
1990), Kaleidoscope (1991), V s (1994), Pictu N. Exhibition 
TIGERTAILZ’ Original Sin album has been reissued with three bonus tracks including 
‘| Want You To Want Me’... ADAM BOMB's new album, New 
Times, is available in Europe, Guests on the album include Steve Stevens and Mick Taylor. 

PLASMATICS' Beyond The Valley Of 1984 album and frontwoman WENDY O 
WILLIAMS’ WOW album will both be reissued through Powerage Records this month. 

QUEENSRYCHE's EMI reissues have been pushed back again. Here are their new 
dates; May 6th - Queensryche ER The Warning, Rage For Order and Operation: Mindcrime. On 
- Empire, Promised Land 
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Hear In The Now Frontier, EMI is also working on a lim- 
i piece that will house all seven records in slip cases which will also include the 
Land CD-ROM game... EIDOLON's Sacred Shrine recordings from 1995 will be 
on April 8th through Perris Records in the US, According to guitarist Glen Drover:""This 
shows the beginning of the band, and is a good indication of where we were going!” 

EMPYRIUM will release the limited CD v 


‘sion of their long out of print demo, Der Wie Ein 


Blitz Von Himmel Fiel, at the end of February. The disc comes in a deluxe wooden case with an 
vec npyrium logo an Prophecy subscribers... Back in 1985 Paul 
kmann/MASTER were yy US label Combat, and recorded a to-be debut album 


th ame year, Due to differe! 
DEATHSTRIKE, After the reu 


albums in the ‘90s, Now, almost 20 


‘ontract got torn up and Paul went on with his new band, 
n, Master signed with Nuclear 


st and recorded 


nany 
‘ars later, the original 1985 album recordings have been du 

released on CD and vinyl. The rel with early ‘90s demo tracks 
May release is expected, BURNT BY THE SUN drummer Dave Witte's collabo- 
ration with Chris Dodge (SPAZZ), entitled East/West Blast Test, will be reissued by Relapse on 
April Ist. This deluxe, remastered reissue will contain augmented packaging. INTERNAL 
SUFFERING's debut album, Supreme Knowledge Domain, should be reissued as you read this 
ir 2000 promo tape... Due to high demand, 
Jength from NINNGHIZHIDDA. Blasphemy 
sviously Japan-only bonus track... The End Records will re-release PERZONAL 
1 album, Different But The Same, in the US... Peace 


vith four bonus tracks taken fror 


cords will reissue the debut fu 
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ille have released Definitive 


Edit ak CDs of the following: MY DYING BRIDE - Like Gc fThe Sun (with ‘it Will 
come’ (Nightmare Mix) and' Grace Unhearing' (Portishell Mix) as bonus tracks), OPETH - Still 
Life, AUTOPSY - Mental Funeral (bonus tracks include ‘Retribution For The Dead! (from the 


Ridden With Disease’ (from the Critical Madness demo),'Service For A Vacant Coffin’ 

iro, CA 1991)... HELLOWEEN's best of album, entitled Treasure Chest, is now 
idwide. The special limited European edition has 

the bonus disc:'Shit & Lobster’, ‘Oriental Journe 
thin’ Better’, 'Moshi Moshi-Shiki No Uta’, ‘Ce 
eams’, ‘Grapowski’s Malmsuite 1001’, ‘The Hellion’/Electric Eye’ and ‘A Game We 
ARMORED SAINT will release a special three-disc of their Symbol 
1m, complete with special digi-box packaging, The set, due in April through Metal 
ll include the original record (remastered) plus Mpeg video files of the two 


third CD with rare b-sides. The 
Don't 
it Your Desire’, ‘Star Invasion’, 


are, You Don't Care’, 


editior 


four-track 
original guitar work by Dave Prichard, It also 
Blade 
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1g will 


s,'Reign Of Fire’ and ‘Last Train Home’ and the much-sought- 
intire record in sequence, featur 


nus track 90 minute interview from December 2002 conducted by M 
gel, with the band discussing the making of S) 


Of Salvation. The pack 
ersion of the cover art, liner notes by rock journalist Jon Sutherland a 
sed CARCASS first two albums, Reek Of Putr 
Sickness on CD with the original, ba 


tional band Earache has re 


ed cover art. These extre 
le since 1992 - replaced in the meantime by th 


and Sympho! 


collages 
green and purple 


fe been una 


covers that have saturated the market. Check them o http://www.earachere 
g _stories/earache.html#carca EMI has asked DEEP PURPLE bassist Roger 
Glover to oversee work on the Burn reissue, The Deep Purple Appreciation Society has tracked 


down all master tapes. There is no word on any participation from any of the orignal MK-Ill 
members on this reissue.. Metal Mind Records have released a remastered version of 
ASGAARD's second album, Ad Sidera, Ad Infinitum... Japanese imports of four classic PRISM 


albums are now available. The reissues of the titles Pr 


m, Second Thoughts, 3 and Live all come 


in limited edition cardboard sleeves... special Asian only release of MR. BIG's Live /DVD, 
recorded at the Warfield Theater in San Francisco in March 1992, is available now in Europe. 
SPV have released the following ACCEPT albums in 2-for-| packages, The releas re 


Accept/Restless And Wild and I'm A Rebel/Breaker.. MOTORHEAD's Complete Best 
album is out in Japan through JVC... Heavy Metal Records have reissued three WRATHCHILD 
albums - Stakk Attakk, The Biz Sucks and Delirium... WENOM's new collection, S Gates Of 
Hell: Singles 1980-1985, is out now throt kaging and 
includes the band's singles, rare b-sides, |2" tracks and the Hell At Hammersmith ER.. Candlelight 
are reissuing WED BUENS ENDE's Written In Waters album. The album, originally released 
through Misanthropy, will feature new artwork.. Dead Ringer are releasing reissues of 
DEMON's The Unexpected Guest, The Plague, Night Of The Demon and British 
Approved albums... SAMMY HAGAR will reiss 
Sanctuary later this year He will also release a ne 


Je. The release comes in deluxe p: 


an 
je his Ten 13 and Not For Sale CDs through 
ve CD, Greatest Hits L hat feature 
a few songs with Michael Anthony and Gary Cherone.. A new version of OZZY 


OSBOURNE’: Mama, I'm Coming Home’ CDS is out now in Europe via Epic. The single 
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DARKTHRONE wild in The wilderness 


of 

Peaceville will be releasing the following DARKTHRONE catalogue titles as ass 
Soulside Journey, A Blaze In The Northern Sky, Under A Funeral Moon and Transylvanian 
Hunger. According to a posting on the band’s website: “The four Peaceville albums will come 
in a final, exclusive version with CD-ROM feature. Fenriz and Nocturno Culto will film many s 
hours at their stronghold somewhere in the wilderness in Norway. Like a reality-Darkthrone 
documentary. Each of the four albums will contain at least five mintites of this rare piece of 
filming. They will drink, drink, listen to music, drink etc... many things will be revealed. They 
will also interview each other about all the Peaceville albums. They will film that much, so it 
can edited to be a 30 min. documentary.” 

On April 14th, Under A Funeral Moon and Transylvanian Hunger will be issued. 
Soulside Journey and A Blaze In The Northern Sky are scheduled for later in the year. 


Monster Records And Collector's 
Guide Publishing Join Forces! 


Monster Records and Collector's Guide Publishing will be joining forces to provide an exclu- 
sive Monster Records sampler for Martin Popoff’s next book called The Collector's Guide To 
Heavy Metal - Volume |: The Seventies. 

The book (Martin’s seventh) is the first of three volumes focusing on the “70s, “80s and 
‘90s respectively, with some of the source material for each Coming from 1997's The 
Collector's Guide To Heavy Metal, which contained 3700 reviews. 

For The Seventies, 400-500 reviews will come from that book, albeit rewritten and 
expanded, and an additional 700-800 reviews will be added. aA 

“The real passion driving my enthusiasm for this book comes from finding and dis- = 
cussing old rarities rarely talked about in print anymore, and there wasn’t enough of that stuff 
in the original book,” Says Martin. “Monster Records is the king at finding the super obscure 
stuff, so we figured the spirit of that label and the book were one and the same. The disc is 
going to blow a lot of people away... a very cool addition to the book. You could tell at the 
meeting to discuss the disc. It was either going to be classics or rarities and everybody got 
excited about rarities. Done deal, as Monster's got some of the coolest, weirdest, rarest stuff 
going.” 

An interview with Monster Records’ Dennis Bergeron will also be featured in the book 
as an appendix. Bands on the sampler will include material from some or all of the following: 
SORCERY, TRUTH AND JANEY, ULTRA, CAIN, POOBAH, NEGATIVE SPACE and SURVIVOR. See 
www.monsterrecords.com, www.cgpublishing.com, www.martinpopoff.com or email mart- 
inp@inforamp.net for more info. In related news, Martin's The Top 500 Heavy Metal Songs Of 
All Time is to be released later this month (see www.ecwpress.com for full description). 
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52 | Brave Rarities 


CENTURY MEDIA MA 


CENTURY MEDIA RECORDS ¢ 


2323 W. EL SEGUNDO BLVO 


CENTURY M 


AND OCEANS - Dynamic Gallery+Symmetry., CD $13 
AND OCEANS - Cypher CD $12 

ANDROMEDA - I= CD $12 

ANGEL DUST - Of Human Bondage CD $12 
ARCH ENEMY - Wages Of Sin CD $12 
AVANTASIA - The Metal Opera Pt.2 CD $12 
BLIND GUARDIAN - Night At'The Opera CD $12 
BLOODBATH -Resurrection Through Carnage CD $12 
CENTURY MEDIA - 10th Anniv. Party-Live DVD §9 
THE CROWN - The Burning (reissue) CD $12 

THE CROWN - Eternal Death (reissue) CD $12 
DARK TRANQUILLITY - Damage Done CD $12 
DIMENSION ZERO - Silent Night Fever CD $12 
DIMMU BORGIR - Stormblast CD $12 
DISSECTION - The Somberlain CD $12 

DRRAM EVIL - Dragonslayer CD $12 

ENTWINE - Time Of Despair CD $12 

EVENFALL - Cumbersome CD $12 

FLOWING TEARS 


jerpentine CD $12 

THE FORSAKEN - Arts Of Desolation CD $12 
THE GATHERING - In Motion DVD S11 
GRAVE - Back From The Grave 2CD $13 

HOLY MOSES - Disorder Of The Order CD $12 
ICED EARTH - Iced Earth ( 
ICED EARTH - Night Of Stor 
ICED EARTH - Burnt Offerings (reissue) CD $12 
INTO ETERNITY « Dead Or Dreaming CD $12 
KALMAH - They Will Return CD $12 
KATATONIA - Dance Of December Souls CD $12 
KOTIPELTO - Waiting For The Dawn CD $12 
LACUNA COIL - Comalies CD $12 
LULLACRY - Crucify My Heart CD $9 

MARBLE ARCH - Another Sunday Bright CD $12 
MERAUDER - Bluetality CD $12 
NAGLFAR - Ex Inferis, CD $8 

NOCTURNAL RITES - Shadowland CD $12 
NONEXIST - Deus Deceptor CD $12 

OLD MAN'S CHILD - Defiance Of Existence CD $12 
RAM-ZET - Escape CD $12 

RAPTURE - Songs For The Withering CD $12 
ROTTING CHRIST - Genesis CD $12 
SACRILEGE - Lost In The Beauly/Fifth Season CD $12 
SENTENCED - The Cold White Light CD $12 
SHADOWS FALL - Fear Will Drag You Down CD $12 
SHADOWS FALL - The Art Of Balance CD $12 
SKINLAB - reVoltingRoom CD $12 

SONATA ARCTICA - Songs Of Silence-Live CD $12 
SUIDAKRA - Emprise To Avalon CD $12 

TAD MOROSE - Matters Of The Dark CD $12 
THRONE OF CHAOS - Pervertigo CD $12 
TIAMAT - Judas Christ CD $12 

UNLEASHED - Victory / Warrior (reissue) CD $11 
UNLEASHED - Hell’s Unleashed CD $12 

V/A - In The Eyes Of Death III CD $7 

VISUAL CHAOS - The Video Collection VHS $9 
YAKUZA - Way Of The Dead CD $9 

ZONATA - Buried Alive CD $12 


we) CD $12 


ider (reissue) CD $12 


DISTRIBUTED LABEL! 


[TLES 


AFTERSHOK - Unfinished Business CD $12 
G.G. ALLIN - Live And Pissed DVD $16 
AMON AMARTH - Versus The World 2CD $14 
AND OCEANS - Morphogenesis CD $12 
ARCANA - Inner Pale Sun CD $12 
ARENA - Contagion CD $12 

ARMORED SAINT - 
ARTENSION - 


Thru Red Times DVD $16 
New Discovery CD $12 


OVER 5,000 ADDITIONAL TITLES A 


In addition to providing old and new CD titles at the lowest prices, 
Century Media Mail-Order also offers Vinyl, T-Shirts, DVDs, 


Videos, Books and Magazines. Please 


NG & HANDLING 
United States: 


11A.COM for more information. 


ARTROSIS - Melange CD $12 
ASTARTE - Quod Superius Sicut Inferius CD $12 
BATHORY - Katalog CD $10 

BEHEMOTH - Zos Kia Cultus CD $12 
BETHLEHEM - Suicide Radio CD-ROM $11 
BEYOND THE SIXTH SEAL- Homicide Divine CD $10 
BIOHAZARD - Kill Or Be Killed CD $12 
BIRDFLESH - Night Of The Ultimate Mosh CD $12 
BLASPHEMY - Live Ritual-Friday The 13th CD $12 
THE BLOOD DIVINE - Rise Pantheon Dreams CD $12 
BLOOD RED THRONE - Affiliated w/ Suffering CD $12 
BLUE MURDER - Nothin’ But Trouble CD $19 
BUTTHOLE SURFERS - Blind Eye Sees All DVD $16 
CALIBAN - Shadow Hearts CD $12 
CANDLEMASS - Doomed For Live -/02 2CD $15 
CANNIBAL CORPSE - Worm Infested CD $10 
CHRISTIAN DEATH - Atrocities CD $12 
CHRISTIAN DEATH - Pornographic Messiah CD $12 
CIRITH UNGOL - Servants Of Chaos 2CD $16 
CLENCHED FIST - Welcome To Memphis CD $11 
CLUTCH - Jam Room CD $11 

CLUTCH - Pitehfork CD $9 

CONTEMPT - The Secret Around Us CD $12 
CORPORATION 187 - Perfe 
CORROSION OF CONFORMITY - Live Volume DVD $21 
CRYSTAL BALL - Virtual Empire CD $12 

DANCE ON GLASS - Daydreaming CD $12 
DEAD KENNEDYS - Frankenchrist CD $12 
DEAD KENNEDYS - Bedtime For Demoer. 
DEAD KENNEDYS - Give Me Convenience... CD $12 
DEATH THREAT - For God & Government CD $12 
DEFECATION - Intention Surpassed CD $12 

DEF LEPPARD - On Through The Night CD $12 
DEFLESHED - Royal Straight Flesh CD $12 
DEFORMITY - Superior CD $12 

DELIGHT - Eternity CD $12 

DEMON - Spaced Out Monkey CD $12 
DIABOLIQUE - The Green Goddess CD $11 
DISSECTION - Live Legacy CD $11 

DIVISIA - Wifebeater CD $11 

DRAGONFORCE - Valley Of The Damned CD $14 
THE DUSKFALL - Frailty CD $12 

EDENBRIDGE - Aphelion CD $11 
ENTOMBED - Sons Of Satan... 2CD $15 
EVERON - Flesh CD $11 


nin Pain CD $12 


y CDSI2 


FADING COLOURS - Black Horse CD $12 
FAITH NO MORE - This Is It: The Best Of CD $14 
FALL OF SERENITY - Grey Man's Requiem CD $12 
FIELDS OF THE NEPHILIM - Revelations CD $11 
FOETOPSY - Dyspartum CD $9 

FORLORN - Hybernation CD $12 
GENITORTURERS - Society Of Genitorture DVD $19 
GORDIAN KNOT - Emergent CD $11 
GORELORD - Zombie 


icide Part 666 CD $11 
H8 INC. - Fraternal Order Of Felons CD $11 

THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder CD $12 
HUMAN DRAMA - Cause And Effect CD $13 
LITTERI - System X CD $12 
INFLICTION - The Faint Smell Of Suicide CD $13 
INTERNAL SUFFERING - Chaotic Matrix CD $12 
KALIBAS/RUNE - split CD $11 

KAMELOT - Epica CD $14 

KITTIE - Spit In Your Eye DVD $15 


LACRIMAS PROFUNDERE - Fallen Years 2CD $12 
LACRIMOSA - Echos CD $12 

LOWBROW - Sex Violence Death CD $11 

MADDER MORTEM - Deadlands CD $11 
MALEVOLENT CREATION - Will To Kill CD $13 
MANDRAGORA SCREAM - Whisper Of Dew CD $12 


MANILLA ROAD- Spiral Castle CD $11 
MANOWAR - Fire And Blood 2DVD 525 
MARDUK - Hearse CD $6 

MASTERPLAN - Masterplan CD $13 

MERIDIAN - The Seventh Sun CD $11 
MINISTRY - Animositisomina CD $14 

OZZY OSBOURNE - Essential Ozzy Osbourne 2CD $18 
MISFITS - American Psycho CD $14 
MONSTROSITY - Live Extreme Brazil Tour 02 CD $11 
MOONLIGHT - Candra CD $12 

MORTAL LOVE - All The Beauty CD $11 
MOURNING BELOVETH - Dust CD $11 
NARCISSUS - Narcissus CD $8 

NEURAXIS 
NICODEMUS - Supernatural Omnibus CD $11 
NIGHTINGALE - Alive Again CD $11 

OPEN HAND - The Dream CD $11 

OZZFEST - Ozzfest 2002 Live Album CD $13 
PISSING RAZORS - Live In Devil's Triangle CD $13 
THE PROVENANCE - Still At Arms Length CD $12 
THE RAVENOUS - Three On A Meathook CD $8 
RAVENTHRONE - Endless Conflict Theorem CD $12 
ceCD $I1 


~ A Passage Into Forlorn CD $9 


RECKON WITH ONE - Purpose Of Existei 
REPULSION - Horrified CD $11 


REVENGE - Triumph, Genocide, / 
ROTTING CHRIST - Mystical Mes 
RUSH - The Spirit Of Radio CD $14 

SCARS OF TOMORROW - All Things Change CD $11 
SECTION 16- Identity Crisis CD $12 

SLAYER - God Hates Us All (Collector's Edtn) CD $20 
SLIPKNOT - Disasterpieces DVD $21 

SOLITAIRE - Rising To The Challenge CD $12 
SPOCK'S BEARD - Day For Night CD $12 
SUGAR DADDIE - Hell Or High Water CD $11 
SUMMON - And The Blood Runs Black CD $12 
SUMMONING - Lost Tales CD 10 

SUPARED - Supared CD $12 

SYMPHORCE - Phorceful Ahead CD $14 
THANATOS - Beyond Terror CD $8 

THE RED KING - Vitreolvm CD $11 

THOR - Dogz Il CD $12 

THOU ART LORD - DV8 CD $12 

THY DISEASE - Cold Skin Obsession CD $12 
TIME REQUIEM - Time Requiem CD $11 

TOTAL WAR - We Are..Total War CD $11 

TYPE © NEGATIVE - Least Worst Of Type O. CD $13 
TYRANT EYES - The Darkest Hour CD $12 
UNQUINTESSENCE - Ruined CD 59 
UNWRITTEN LAW - Masic In High Places CD $13 
V/A - Best Of ‘805 Metal Vol.1 CD $8 

V/A- Cradle Of Fear CD $14 

V/A - Rise Above CD $16 

VOID OF SILENCE - Toward The Dusk CD $12 
WITCHBLADE-I CD $11 

WOUNDS - Chaos Theory CD $11 

WURDULAK - Severed Eyes Of Possession CD $11 
THE YOUNG AND THE USELESS - s/t CD $9 
ZAO - All Else Failed CD $12, 

JOHN ZORN - Masada Guitars CD $13 


1) Vi 


visit our website at 


T 


.00 Ist item; $1.00 each additional tem 


Canada & Mexico: $4.00 Ist item; $1.00 each additional item 
South America: $6.00 1st item; $2.00 each additional item 


Rest of World & Pacific Rim: $8.00 Ist item; 


$3.00 each additional item 


There are three ways to orde 
our homepage at: www.centurymedia.com 
2) For credit cards only within the USA call: 1-800-250-4600 


E-mail: orders@centurymedia.com 


3) Mail your order to: 
Century Media Mail Order 
2323 W. El Segundo Blvd. 
Hawthorne, CA 90250, USA 
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A severe onslaught of 
thrash metal from the 
Swedish speed freaks! 
Filled with relenttes 
aggression that makes 
bands like The Haunted 
& Slayer tremble in fear 


ae 


CARNAL FORGE 
The More You Suffer 
CD $12 


= al 
Catchy, hard-rockin' melod= 
ic goth metal from Finland 
featuring the debut of new 
LULLACAY female vocalist, Tanjal 
Expertly recorded at Finnvox 
Studios (Children Of 
Boston, HIM, Nightwish) | 
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LULLACRY 
Crucify My Heart 


orway's electro-metal 
band THe Kovenantt 


Features former/eurrent 
members of Diumut Borcir 
and Maynentt 


THE KOVENANT 
el 


URYMEDIA.CO 


Based on the good ol' rating out of ten, Hard-Wares is judged on a basket of goods containing song-writing, musicianship, production, creativity and overall coolness: 
1- actively, violently, heinously awful. 5 - mired in mediocrity, lost in the pack. 10 - god-like and majestic, basking in brilliance, You fill in the obvious blanks, 


Tim Henderson Martin Popoff Mark Gromen 


THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (Earache) 


VOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) 8.5 
EVERGREY - Recreation Day (InsideOut) : 8 
KATATONIA - Viva Emptiness (Peaceville) 7 
OVER KILL - Killbox 13 (Spitfire) 8.5 
BLACK LABEL SOCIETY - The Blessed Hellride (Spitfire) 7 
CHILDREN OF BODOM - Hate Crew Deathroll (Spinefarm) 7 
THE DEFACED - Karma In Black (Nuclear Blast) 1.6 
ANTHRAX - We've Come For You All (Nuclear Blast) 6.5 
OLD MAN'S CHILD - In Defiance Of Existence (Century Media) 6 
MARDUK - World Funeral (Regain) 7 
APOCALYPTICA - Reflections (Universal) 7.5 
CORPORATION 187 - Perfection In Pain (Wicked World/Earache) 6.5 
SEVEN WITCHES - Passage To The Other Side (Sanctuary) 6 
CARNAL FORGE - The More You Suffer (Century Media) 6 
NECROPHAGIA - The Divine Art Of Torture (Season Of Mist) 6.5 
MADDER MORTEM - Deadlands (The End) 6 
DREAM EVIL - Evilized (Century Media) 3 
ANDROMEDA - !I=I (Century Media) 6.5 


POISONBLACK - Escapextacy (Century Media) 
THE KOVENANT - SETI (Nuclear Blast) 


BRAVE PICK 


Of The Month! 


THE HAUNTED 
One Kill Wonder (earacie) 


For a fleeting minute there | Was a little ticked off that the best songs on this album were 
the two instrumentals (‘Demon Eyes' should be some radio show's theme song). But 
then quickly, the record leapt to life, One Kill Wonder sonically frying my system with 
its perfect drum sound, its groove at these unsafe speeds, Marco's purely thrashy vocal 
attack. The sound is rougher, more crackly and live than that of The Haunted Made Me 
Do it, snapping this band back to a purity perhaps wistfully pined for amongst things like 
The Crown or Carnal Forge or old Soilwork. And the riffs, oy vey, the way they weave, 
build, complement each other, slice, stab the spaces then recoil. It's all further grist (as 
if any more were needed) for calling Sweden the lommi of countries. Could have used 
a few more slow ones, although my favourite on the album is a pretty speedy number 
called ‘Shithead', followed closely, granted, by the atmospheric and textured 
‘Bloodletting’. Marks off for brevity at 38 minutes, although | know, | know. "You can't 
take much more that that! You need a break!" to which | answer, the logical conclusion 
is, why not spare us any grief whatsoever and just send out blank CDs? 

Martin Popoff Bien. = see ccctsccnnsccsecce oe suet «+ 8.5 
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VOIVOD 


Vowod (chophouse/Surfdog) 

Strange days indeed. Who woulda thought that 
bassist Jason Newsted's career would take him 
from being on top of the ol’ 
metallic heap to present day 
jack-of-all-trades (Voivod, 
Ozzy, possible Flotsam And 
Jetsam reunion), indie label 
connoisseur. And to see 
Denis "Snake" Belanger peer 
out of the woodwork (literal- 
ly) and rejoin his old mates 
(after leaving ten years ago) 
at the same time is damn 
well mystifying. But indeed 
the cat was out of the bag 
months ago and the hype 
machine kicked into first gear 
as Newsted promised a true- 
to-life metal record for Voivod fans left in the 
lurch. And for the most part the four-piece have 
delivered in the same manner as their mid-career 
work - Nothingface and Angel Rat - albeit a tad up 
in the intensity levels. However, this trip ain't no 
Dimension Hatross; those old time, youthful dark 
energies have been replaced by a band that's 
matured for a decade: a more personalized outlook 
on life has crept in. Cutting to the chase, Voivod is 
redeeming after the Eric Forrest era, led by drum- 
mer Michel "Away" Langevin's backbone and gui- 
tarist Denis "Piggy" D'Amour's underrated preci- 
sion. Newsted compliments Away's driving ten- 
dencies without adding anything eccentric from 
his past (read Metallica) repertoire. Opener 
‘Gasmask Revival’, ‘Rebel Robot' and the pound- 


Aaron Small Chris Bruni Average 
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ing closer 'We Carry On’ see the band in a full-on 
frame of mind - heads down with one mission in 
mind. You can see dust gathering on the brooding 
‘Real Again?’, Voivod pulling from their unsettling 
past, whereas 'The Multiverse’ (once the title 
track) is that spacey piece of 
majesty we've all come to 
know and love. The top- 
notch ‘Divine Sin’ begins 
with Piggy's so recognizable 
axe-echo until Snake's 
smooth vocal prowess is 
drug-induced. If this track is 
any indication of the future, 
Voivod haven't missed a 
beat during Snake's depar- 
ture, Ironically, the one 
strange element that rears 
its head is the singer's over- 
bearing foothold on the mic. 
Not out of tune or out of 
place... it's just that the recognizable frontman is 
up in the mix as his punky elements dominate. But 
his fire is so evident. In all, Voivod signifies a com- 
mitment to past glories. And to a certain degree 
the band's 2003 rejuvenation is full of prog-filled, 
pent-up aggression. Most importantly, their futur- 
istic functionality remains untouched. 


Tim Henderson ............. 8.5 


EVERGREY 


Recreation Day (inside out/spv) 

With only a few exceptions, there are not a heck of 
a lot of bands flying the flag of total originality of 
late. Evergrey is one of the exceptions. Although 
this is the third release in as many years (fourth 


Werall), Evergrey offers up a fresh sound, yet all 
he while not wavering from their unique style. 
rogressive power metal would be a quick label 
ut inaccurate in so far as recent descriptions of 
hat genre go, Heavy guitar work and dark themes, 
irawing from classic rock elements, progressive 
ind even gothic sonic imagery, mark the sound 
hat they are perfecting. Hard to compare to any- 
ne, and that is the beauty of their sound. Vocalist 
fom Englund walks a fine line between passion, 
lesperation, fear and anger - often all at the same 
ime. He possesses the rare ability to deliver a 
nelodic yet gruff performance without going to 
sither end of the spectrum. Recreation Day is not a 
;oncept album, yet many of the themes throughout 
ire related to the topic of death. Right off the bat 
he lead off track, 'The Great Deceiver’ grabs you 
vith driving power metal, with tempo changes that 
ill have you nodding in approval. The title track is 
he highlight of the disc. After a ripping start, there 
s a keyboard buildup reminiscent of Zeppelin's 
Kashmir’, morphing into a quasi-ballad and then 
back and forth between power metal and ballad. 
Have not heard a track this ballsy in years. This 
release is getting the big push from the label and 
rightfully so. Simply amazing 


Allan Grusie 


KATATONIA 


Viva Emptiness (Peaceville) 

Heralded as the post-Opeth possibility, Katatonia 
have returned with a much-anticipated opus that 
ties up the loose ends of a band that gleefully and 
catalogue-illogically casts such strings to the pave- 
ment then pulls. No question that this is the one 
band that must be compared to Opeth (Jonas and 
Mikael are best buds), and Katatonia do not disap- 
point, mining those obtuse, poignant melodies that 
aren't so much doomful but wistful, the soundtrack 
to a better world that exist exotically as a warm 
glow within the brain, but one that indeed does 
exists all the same, given the validity of dream 
states as a place, for those receptive of mind 
games, in which to live. The cool thing is that the 
band rock out often, aggressively, percussively, 
quite immediately, almost industrially without 
those tools, evoking thoughts of what the perfect 
Anathema album might be, given that band's gut- 
ted, inside out existence these days, or what 
Porcupine Tree might sound like if Wilson's metal 
bits were all pasted together (that's both a compli- 
ment and a criticism). And Renske's world-detach- 
able Kevin Moore-like vocals are a refreshing 
change from the sandpaper death that continues to 
rough up so much of this kind of music. | still am 
not enamoured with the echoey, noisy, messy, 
cymbal- and high hat-drenched backbeat and the 
spongy snare sound (see last album). And the 
lyrics. well, one can again hear awkward English 
amongst the gorgeously grim progressive din (I 
still scratch my head that Katatonia, or in fact a 
band as studied as Soilwork, still courts pain in 
this department: Speed, you have English friends - 
they'd be glad to help). But bottom line is this: 
gone are the electronic window dressings, back 
comes the metal, and retained are more good 
musical ideas than anybody else out there, save for 
Soilwork. 


Martin Popoff sssereeeee eee 85 


OVER KILL 

Killbox 13 (spitfire) 

It's been written on these pages before that New 
York City's gutter dwellers Overkill are one of the 
most consistent acts in metal and the fact that 
they've never truly broken wide open adds more 
enduring scuffs on their studded belt. With every 
record, it's akin to visiting your favorite restaurant 
- the menu never changes and your appetite is 
always fulfilled. The band truly recognizes what an 
utter disappointment it would be to fans if they 
veered to far off their chosen path. But to Overkill's 
artistic credit, they've managed to step off this path 
for a brief moment of clarity and cohesion. All the 
same ingredients, but perhaps cooked a little 
longer to taste. Killbox 13 is a creative gem in the 
kill crown. Lead off cuts ‘Devil By The Tail’ (we'll 
ignore the blatant ‘Angel Of Death'-isms!) and 
‘Damned' sees longtime bass legend D.D. Verni 


grab the occasion by the balls and run straight into 
the meat grinder. 'No Lights' is an anthem-to-be, 
marching to-and-fro whilst your noggin’ pleas for 
forgiveness. This is pure Metal, not neck brace 
fast, but a frantic juggernaut pace, mic-man Blitz 
scoffing ‘Over, it's over it's over, you've taken my 
lights.’ This sucker doesn't let up until ‘Until | Die’, 
a Trouble-like dirge detailing a trip gone awry, 
‘Struck Down’ coulda been yanked from Taking 
Over (my personal fave), seat belt not included, 
whereas album closers 'l Rise’ and 'Unholy' are 
just plain delicious thrash, axemen Dave Linsk and 
Derek Tailer dueling it out with skinsman Tim 
Mallare in the ultimate gladiator battle. The mood 
set is distressing, Colin Richardson unleashing the 
five-piece unlike before. Killbox 13 is a ravaging 
memorable metal record. 


Tim Henderson 


BLACK LABEL SOCIETY 


The Blessed Hellride (spitfire) 

Zakk Wylde fans are divided in their opinions as to 
whether or not Black Label Society's last blast, 
1919 Eternal, was a triumph or a failure. Me, | 
found it lacked the fire of Sonic Brew and Stronger 
Than Death, being just a poorly produced platter of 
Southern fried noise. The Blessed Hellride, on the 
other hand, is Wylde on highballs and Molotov 
cocktails, a wonderfully brutal trip consisting of 
trademark chew-on-this-motherfxxker guitars and 
his equally recognizable Allman-meets-Osbourne 
vocals. Supported by rib-crunching drums, Wylde 
goes for the gullet on opener ‘Stoned And Drunk 
and follows through with lung extraction on 
‘Doomsday Jesus’, making The Blessed Helride 
easily the best produced BLS album thus far. 
Absolutely beautiful sound. The album is not all 
death and destruction, though, with Wylde bring- 
ing us out onto the front porch for some sun anda 
brew on the acoustic title track (reminiscent of his 
Pride & Glory days) and passionate piano-led bal- 
lad 'Dead Meadow’. He's best when he’s on demo- 
lition duty, no question, shred his guitar into 
matchsticks on ‘Destruction Overdrive’, ‘Funeral 
Bell’ and the aforementioned ‘Doomsday Jesus’. 
And, Ozzy finally makes an appearance beside his 
#1 axe-man on ‘Stillborn’, a track that would be 
more than welcome in an Ozzy set. Black Label 
Society... a Blessed Hellride indeed. 

Carl Begai 


CHILDREN OF BODOM 


Hate Crew Deathroll (spinefarm) 

Not to belittle the other Children, but your like or 
dislike of the boys from Bodom depends almost 
entirely on the performance of Alexi "WildChild" 
Laiho (songwriter/vocals/guitar) and Janne 
Warman (keyboards). The opening track ‘Needled 
24/7’ begins in traditional COB style. But just shy 
of the one minute mark, Warman's keys turn dark 
and industrial, causing this reviewer to whip round 
and look at the speakers. But Alexi screams assur- 
ance that the train has not derailed with "a back- 
stabbing motherfucker to the bone is what you 
are!" So the tone has been set, with a few minor 
experiments within the established framework of 
the previous three albums. Crushing heaviness 
goes toe to toe with darting melodies and fleeting 
harmony. Both the guitar and keyboard alternate 
between staccato and sustained playing methods, 
giving birth to numerous sections that shine light 
on the Reaper's scythe as it swings faster and 
faster. Tightly bound kinetic energy unleashed full 
force in a blinding display of quick picking and fly- 
ing fingers - a ‘Blood Red Ridin Hood success, 
Aaron Small 


THE DEFACED 


Karma In Black (Nuclear Blast) 

Klas Ideberg (guitar) and Jorgen Lofberg (bass) 
from Darkane have rekindled their partnership with 
Soilwork's Henry Ranta (drums) in The Defaced. 
Karma In Black is the follow-up to Domination 
Commence from 2001, and what a worthy succes- 
sor it is. Crunchy grooves and explosive riffing 
abound while vocalist Henrik Sjowall sings in a 
ferocious but ear friendly fashion. ‘A Moment Of 
Clarity’ is the defining song of the ten, encapsulat- 


CROSS FIRE -C=D 


ANTHRAX 


We've Come For You All (tiuclearsiast) 


The opening track ‘Contact’ has you riveted to 
your seat. Beginning with a memorable 
acoustic riff underscored by a voice transmis- 
sion from space, it comes face to face with 
dimmer Charlie Benante's hammering of the 
skins, each strike getting louder and louder 
Until it comes crashing into the mosh pit- 
friendly ‘What Doesn't Die’. Okay, the band 
‘has us all riled up. But c'mon, it's been five 
Lone years (what the hell is this, Judas 
Priest!?) since the forgettable Volume 8: The 
Threat Is Real, and it's Anthrax’ first stab at 
making a record in the 2000s. If the fire was 
there, We've Come For You All should be a 
real corker of a "comeback." And indeed there 
are potent moments, but for a supposed mem- 
ber of metal's elite, the album is barely rele- 
vant. Whereas the metallic world around them 
has been reinvented hundreds of times, 
Anthrax forge onward, not necessarily 
upward, with the same back-to-basics formula 
of melodic New Yawk thrash, under-produced 
and underwhelming. Funny, the only stand-out 
track is the mid-tempo first single, ‘My Safe 
Home’, where the hook sinks deep as Bush's 
tone shines. ‘Superhero’ (once the title of the 
record) has a rousing chorus, John Bush's 
stand-out vocals powering the machine. ‘Strap 
It On' tries to establish the point that "old 
school" is still in the band's hearts, the outro 
a tribute to Priest's ‘Love Bites’. ‘Taking The 
Music Back’, will no doubt be a crowd-pleaser 
with its fan samplings woven within, but it's 
just too happy-go-lucky. ‘Nobody Knows 
Anything’ is another punchy moment and the 
brutal ‘Black Dahlia’ sees Benante in blast- 
beat-mode. But these are hardly saviours. 
Still the coolest moment on the record is cut 
#1 and if they could've continued with that 
aura... who knows? Bottom line: there is so 
Much better metal out there. This isn't worth 
the painstaking wait. 
Tim Henderson ............. 6.5 


Hard to believe it's been five years since the 
last Anthrax album, Volume 8. The time away 
has obviously made the band hungry as We've 
Come For You All features just about the finest 
material in the group's 20+ year history. It's 
immediately apparent with ‘What Doesn't Die' 
that Charlie Benante is responsible for the 
majority of the writing as the track begins with 
a pounding set of drums. Similarly, ‘Nobody 
Knows Anything’ puts the spotlight behind the 
it. Vocalist John Bush is sounding better than 
ever has, absolutelyefficacious on each of 
the 13 songs. Teamigg Who's Roger 
Daltrey on ‘Taking THB Musi 


"Short of greatne 


sounds are rather 
fan Dimebag Darrell 


ing the primary influences of early Machine Head 
and more recent Testament, along with The 
Defaced's natural Swedish tendencies - an efful- 
gent summary of what the band is all about. ‘Exit 
Body On Mass’ is similarly strong with its thrash 
roots erupting from the underground while the first 
single/video ‘Once In Between’ thrives on punchy 
verses leading to the catchy chorus of ‘Determined 
To Fail’. ‘Forever Winding’ adds some unexpected 
colour towards the end, as an emotive ballad was 
certainly unexpected given the breakneck nature of 
the material before it. The Defaced have turned ina 
solid slab that once again meshes North American 
and European styles of metal into an exhilarating 


another helping hand on ‘Strap It On’ and 
‘Cadillac Rock Box’. ‘Cadillac’ is one addictive 
tune with a really cool guitar lick while ‘Strap’ 
pays homage to the old school, ‘75 to ‘79 and 
‘85 to ‘89 respectively. At the risk of being 
over-critical, there are two weak spots: ‘Black 
Dahlia’ with its full of noise pre-chorus and the 
57 second ‘Crash’ that goes nowhere and 
shouldn't have been included. Other than that, 
Scott lan has every right to be grinning from 
ear to ear as ‘Safe Home’, ‘Refuse To Be 
Denied’ and ‘Any Place But Here’ are all killer! 
Saving the title track 'til last, Anthrax knows 
“your chest contains no treasure" - because 
they've got all the gold. 
Aaron Small... 9.5 
Lively, novel but somehow modest, small, 
spare, and unsettlingly unnecessary, We've 
Come For You All is a collection of Anthrax 
tracks that sound like all of the less controver- 
sial songs from the band's last album, Volume 
8, mixed with the more immediate material 
from Stomp or White Noise, more so Stomp. 
In other words, the material is rhythmic, 
catchy, easy to digest, enjoyable but never 
grand, powerful or epic. There's an old school 
hardcore vibe with none of those charging 
touchstones, one point of reference being per- 
haps the album's bare bones street vibe, its 
dry guitar sound, lack of bass and way too 
many drums. But there is no speed to speak 
of, no ferocity. And vocally, what you get is 
John Bush, a great voice unto his own, possi: 
bly the band's biggest stamp of individuality, 
but a bit of a one trick harangue with his com- 
plaining tone. It's amazing how many of these 
songs would fit on a nu-metal album - damn, | 
feel like I'm just saying all this negative stuff 
without actually wanting to rip on the thing - 
but seriously, try it track by track, the realiza- 
tion coming that grunge-influenced metal 
albums are what must have caused nu-metal. 
So the songs fit that bill, but none of the 
genre's idiotic production ideas are found 
here, Anthrax indeed not producing We've 
Come For You all much at all, the thing com- 
ing off like jagged, smacking but not pound- 
ing, punk rock made out of grinding, happy- 
go-angry Anthrax riffs from the band's post- 
Nirvana proposals. 

Martin Popoff 


hybrid that is much more than a side project for 
those involved. 


Aaron Small 


OLD MAN'S CHILD 


In Defiance Of Existence (century Media) 

Woah, what a difference a spell with Dimmu (the 
Concorde of black metal) can cause, Galder turning 
in a clean, hi-fi black metal sculpture that makes 
material as recent as '00's Revelation 666 sound 
like old school Viking-era Bathory in comparison. 
The synths and samples are not nearly as cheesy 
and screechy, the drums, now courtesy of Dimmu 


HARD WARES 


bandmate Nick Barker, quickly clear and clearly 
fast, and the overall sound picture, lush as Fredrik 
Nordstrom is wont to do. Down to a trio (Old 
Man's standby Jardar is still around), Galder and 
whoever are one of the few bands left from the 
second wave still trying to perfect that second 
wave sound, writing true progressive rock to and 
from hell, coming up with surprising stops (almost 
drop-outs), twists and arrangements o'er which 
Galder's unpleasant bark (the death metal tonality 
Mikael from Opeth made work) reigns. S'funny, 
but even though the ambition and scope of a 
Dimmu is here, folks will always see this as an 
intimate project, basically testament to what can 
be conceived and recorded in close quarters, iso- 
lation and loneliness the norm more than money- 
burning rock ‘n' roll camaraderie. Someone check 
the record books: is this the most drum whacks 
ever on a rock 'n' roll album? 

Martin Popoff ........65566++8 


MARDUK 


World Funeral (the énd/regain) 

Following up their somewhat rushed and sparse 
effort, La Grande Danse Macabre, Sweden's ulti- 
mate hard working black metal machine have 
decided to take more time and care to unleash 
another vicious treasure, adding to their illustrious 
catalogue. Taking the time to write, have proper 
rehearsals and especially taking more time in the 
Studio (working with Peter Tagtgren once again, 
for a one month jaunt in Abyss) has definitely paid 
off, Marduk once again getting back on track, the 
track they paved in blood and blasphemy. The 
sound is massive: new drummer Emil Dragutinovic 
explodes behind the kit, Morgan's guitar licks 
couldn't be any more devilish and razor sharp, B. 
War once again proves that he is the best bass 
player in black metal, and of course Legion's 
spewing of the foul word shows once again that 
Marduk cannot be tampered — with. 
Uncompromising and unforgiving, songs like 
‘Bleached Bones’, the title track, the first single 
‘Hearse’ and the album clincher, ‘Night Of The 
Long Knives’ give a breath of fresh air to the 
Marduk sound, a sound that has become pre- 
dictable and knowing, but at the same time, a 
sound that the Marduk die-hards should devour 
with pleasure. 

Chris Brunk... ceccsseccrce ee B 


APOCALYPTICA 


Reflections (Universal) 

It's difficult to assess such a piece of work given 
that the three-piece (once four) are incorporating a 
shockingly unique style of futuristic heaviness 
pulling from the forefathers of intense classic 
music. Whether or not you “get it," the famed cel- 
lists/violinists exude an alien-like talent, but the 
world has taken notice of their metal mood, espe- 
cially Metallica who inspired the band in the first 
place. But on Reflections we see another thrash 
legend join the adventure as Slayer drum tornado 
Dave Lombardo was asked to add his chops to no 
less than five tracks on the record. Opener 
‘Prologue (Apprehension)' and 'No Education’ are 
powerful exposes while Lombardo sets limbs in 
motion. You see the Finns easily keeping pace, but 
it's ‘Somewhere Around Nothing’ and the blister- 
ing funeral march 'Cortege’ that emerge as actual 
“songs’ and not purely instrumental segue ways 
Sadly, Lombardo is replaced by percussionist 
Sami Kuoppamaki on six tracks, but hell, we got 
lucky for almost half the record. ‘Faraway’ adds a 
melancholic piano to allow breathing space and 
‘Cohkka’ (a mountain named in the Samish lan- 
guage) will have you either reaching for a Kleenex 
or a switchblade - it's a dark, dark memorable 
moment of passion. Reflections closes with 
“Epilogue (Relief)' - the band stating "We had noth- 
ing more to say now..." Although bizarre, these 
classically-trained cellists create a mood unlike no 
other. Now, to get the band to perform on these 
shores live. 


Tim Henderson ....... wees 
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CORPORATION 187 


Perfection In Pain (Wicked World/Earache) 
What's eminently cool about a demographic shift 
in metal is the unique and divergent set of influ- 
ences the new school brings to the table. Instead 
of re-claiming old glories, the contemporary ones 
are hungry, fresh, in-your-face and, best of all, like- 
ly to combine odds ‘n’ ends of every type of metal 
they've ever heard. Corporation 187 falls into that 
mold, taking Maiden/Swedish melodic death and 
adding a futuro-cyber-digital dimension (Hatross?) 
to create one of the harshest thrash-o-ramic 
records to drop over the last little while (let's say 
the last six months, shall we?) Bands like this 
never slow down and are always about the reac- 
tion, the righteousness and healing the violated 
sense of being through auditory revolution. | dare 
you to listen to 'Thursday-Night Aggression’ and 
tell me that you don't see the broken reflection you 
thought of yourself circa 17 years old. Controlled 
chaos is both a benefit and hindrance, but it only 
harms when you let it. 

David Perri 


SEVEN WITCHES 


Passage To The Other Side (sanctuary) 
Traditional old school power metal you can eat 
with a fork, that's what this is. It's taken gui- 
tarist/founder Jack Frost four albums to get it 
tight, but he's finally found the missing ingredient 
for a volatile Witches brew, namely ex-Destiny's 
End singer James Rivera. Passage To The Other 
Side is the type of album that elevates a band from 
the bargain basement to top tier status among old 
school purists, with Frost proudly wearing his 
influences on his sleeve and gleefully shoving 
them down our throats. Thanks to his head for the 
ultimate riff and Rivera's killer voice, which fluctu- 
ates between a rich Ray Alder (Fates Warning) 
mid-range and a Rob Halford shriek, fans of 
Painkiller-era Judas Priest will find plenty to love 
about Passage. Off the top, ‘Dance With The Dead’ 
and ‘Mental Messiah’ are indeed Priest worship 
(Glenn, K.K., pay attention; this is how you write 
songs, remember?), but it's not a theme the 
Witches stay locked into, going for an Overkill 
groove on ‘Apocalyptic Dream’, hinting at 
Thundersteel-era Riot on ‘Johnny’, and even laying 
tribute to Def Leppard's best moments on a cover 
of ‘Wasted’, Lest anybody think Seven Witches is 
merely a cleverly dressed cover band, it's recom- 
mended that the album be sampled from top to 
bottom several times before pronouncing judg- 
ment, because comparisons aside, this is one of 
the best returns to the old school since...hell, there 
isn't one. You thought Xiled To Infinity And One 
was good? You have no idea. 


Carl Begai 
CARNAL FORGE 


The More You Suffer (century Media) 
Trying with all their might to be crowned the undis- 
puted kings of thrash in the new millennium, 
Carnal Forge rip and tear into opening track 'H.B.F. 
Suicide’ in the same manner that Slayer attacks 
any of their classics. These Swedes have the nec- 
essary tools required to deliver the ‘Deathblow', 
however their methodology is very close to the tac- 
tics employed by The Haunted. Neck and neck with 
the finest the genre has to offer, CF are among the 
most serious competitors in the musical violence 
event. Relentless aggression runs rampant, as 
searing vocalist Jonas Kjellgren is ‘Baptized In 
Fire’. Four albums into their career, The More You 
Suffer being the second with this line-up, Carnal 
Forge are quickly discerning their own identity and 
becoming a force. Major touring exposure, on both 
sides of the Atlantic, is necessary to cement this 
band within the annals of savage sonic brutality. 
Until that happens, which it most probably will, the 
Kuusisto brothers are a razor sharp guitar team 
offering up six string insanity that binds the best of 
the Bay Area with unmistakable At The Gates inten- 
sity, battering the non-believers until breathless 
while simultaneously rewarding those who crave 
salvation through pummeling pints of paroxysm. 


Aaron Small ............ ween 8 


NECROPHAGIA 


The Divine Art Of Torture (season of mist) 
| will just say that there is no way the previous 
Necrophagia line-up (which featured none other 
than Phil Anselmo) could have conjured up what 
Killjoy and his new Necro tchorts have unleashed 
with the official follow-up to Necrophagia's 1998 
comeback effort Holocausto De La Morte, And this 
was already noticeable when Killjoy played me 
demos with the new line-up. Sure, in between 
Holocausto and this there have been a slew of EPs, 
re-issues, singles and mini albums, but it was 
worth the time, and wait, for Killjoy to regroup, 
rethink, and re-assemble an impeccable line-up. 
Gone are the New Orleans-influenced sludge 
meets Celtic Frost riffs and in comes a heaving 
power. Guitarists Frediablo (Gorelord/Wurdulak/ 
Deride) and Fug (Wurdulak) churn out some of the 
sickest, chunkiest and meatiest riffs this side of 
extreme metal. New bass player Iscariah (ex- 
Immortal) adds his part with his sinister bass rum- 
blings, along with new drummer Titta (from 
Satanic Italian prog rock act Daemonia) who 
seems to be set on crushing bones and removing 
skin, Probably the most notable augmentation 
would have to be the addition of Mirai (Sigh) on 
keyboards, who adds a new face of unheard horror 
(keyboards influenced by '70s prog horrors 
Goblin) and of course Killjoy's multi-faceted 
shrieks of terror which plunge the listener straight 
to hell. The entire album is pretty much impecca- 
ble and this easily proves that Necrophagia is a 
band to which no one can even compare. 

Chris Bruni ..... 


MADDER MORTEM 


Deadlands (the énd/century Media) 

Goth metal's been making a bit of a comeback as 
of late, with My Dying Bride crooning old school 
and the Lacuna Coil/Flowing Tears contingent mak- 
ing some waves. But, with all due respect to My 
Dying Bride, the goth sound we've all come to 
know and cry to has effectively been rendered anti- 
quated by Madder Mortem. Taking the weepy base 
of goth and flipping it completely upside-down, 
these Norwegians espouse all the dirge-obsessed 
trademarks of Anathema or even a band like 
Bauhaus (remember them?) but transpose these 
elements over semi nu-school production meth- 
ods. Dirty, greasy tones are abound on this record, 
but the fact remains that the album is equally as 
inspired by early-'80s freaks like Echo & The 
Bunnymen or Joy Division, This review is confus- 
ing me as much as it's probably confusing you, 
and that's a testament to Madder Mortem's com- 
pletely different and unique sound. Deadlands is 
nothing if un-nerving, hinting at a brand-new, 
unexplored avenue for metal. 


David Pert o0.ci0i cscs sieisisie aie 7.5 


DREAM EVIL 


Evilized (century Media) 

Back in the day, bands used to release an album a 
year in an attempt to stay on the road forever. 
That's obviously changed circa 2003, with 
ProTools, pro egos and pro labels willing to short- 
change fans into waiting two years for a new slab. 
So, with that established, I'm in a (mild) state of 
shock that Dream Evil is back with its second 
release in a mere nine months, beating even the 
super-fast Witchery in the prolific writing/record- 
ing department. Of course, part of the reason 
Evilized is out so damn quickly is because the band 
doesn't have an identity crisis in any sense, with 
pure power metal being the calling card of Fredrik 
Nordstrom's troops. The thing is, this power metal 
is cool, superbly executed and highly listenable, 
with not a trace of the bombast nor the D&D stu- 
pidity of the ballerina deluge we saw in 2001. 
Actually, if you want to play the semantics game, 
Dream Evil is closer to traditional heavy metal than 
Euro power, but all of that doesn't mean a damn 
thing when ‘Fight You ‘Til The End’ kicks into its 
octane power riffs, or ‘Break The Chain''s melody- 
as-rhythm makes its mark. Bonus half point for the 
really cool, high in mix guitar sound, no doubt due 


to Nordstrom twiddling the knobs at Studio 
Fredman (where else?). 


David Peri ... ....e::6 s2:0:019 geen 15 
ANDROMEDA 


TT=T (century Media) 

Here's the problem with too much too soon: 
expectations are raised, people demand coolness 
all the time, and sometimes the pressure of quick 
success gets to you, Andromeda's 2001 debut, 
Extension Of The Wish, raised a lot eyebrows, not 
only for its prog proficiency but also as a result of 
the heaviness that tagged along with the muso 
wank ‘n' roll of Johan Reinholdz and Co, And, 
given Reinholdz's work with the ultra-metal 
Nonexist in the interim between Extension and 
this vaguely mathematically titled new record, 
you'd think this second album would have been 
Dream Theater on crunchy uppers. Not so, as all 
of our expectations are thrown for a loop. 
Beginning with the naptime ‘Encyclopedia’, the 
record quickly becomes an exercise in patience 
not rewarded, Aside from highlight shredster 
‘Morphing Into Nothing’, there's a lot of mid- 
paced proggy jamming going on here, but none 
of it in the ultra-precise, metallic sense of the 
term. Il=| is disappointing, if only because after 
waiting six minutes for a song to kick in, you're 
not even given two or three minutes of metal... 
you're just kinda left stranded, wondering where 
all the potential of the debut went. 


David) Perel 5. csiscire sires aye areasors ans 5 
POISONBLACK 


Escapextacy (century Media) 

Cleaner and grander than Sentenced, Poisonblack, 
featuring that band's Ville Laihiala on guitar and 
NOT vocals, is perhaps closer to the plush gothic 
4/4 mass of fellow Finns Rapture. Slow, mournful 
and perfectly produced, this really is some sort of 
commercial version of all those selfsame 
Sentenced characteristics, with vocalist J.P. 
Leppaluoto (from Charon) being, ahem, a bit more 
precise and sonorous than Ville - no confidence 
issues with Laihiala | guess. Lyrically, Ville is writ- 
ing more about sex, lust, fantasy, death, the man 
being of the opinion that Sentenced's content is 
More about real life. Whatever the case, this is 
sorta like the genre's hair metal record, or its Black 
Album, simple, plodding, very melodic, not much 
in the arrangement department. | prefer the heady 
hooks of Rapture or indeed, the grit and tension 
within Sentenced. 


Martin Popoff ......... 


THE KOVENANT 


SETI (Nuclear Blast) 

A lot of people were baffled in 1999 when black 
metal band The Covenant all of a sudden become 
a techno-metallic incarnation of itself, newly 
primed as The Kovenant. Along with the musical 
transmutation came Hellhammer and Co.'s 
Marilyn Manson-esque, schizoid-glam image and 
synth-based production values that recalled 
Duran Duran as much as they did anything heavy. 
| thought it was cool, you probably thought it 
sucked, but sales were obviously strong enough 
to merit another leather pants and weirdo make- 
up release. While the last Kovenant album was 
listenable, danceable and, most importantly, met- 
alized, SETI has seemingly forgotten that The 
Kovenant is indeed a metal band, and not a Euro 
pop-dance act. Really annoying experimentation 
runs rampant here, recalling the worst moments 
of the ...And Oceans catalogue transposed over 
Theatre Of Tragedy's Musique effort. SETI is one 
big video game soundtrack from start to finish, 
and | can't help but thinking this is what mid-'90s 
Madonna would have sounded like if metal had 
still been en vogue. 

David Perri 


MEZZERSCHMITT 


Mezzerschmniitt (season of Mist) 

This four song EP is the war/military-influenced 
experimental "black metal" project of Blasphemer 
and Hellhammer of Mayhem. Taking every refer- 
ence pinpointing to WWII (where else?), by having 
battlefield and marching sounds plus other sam- 
ples, German rhetoric and reciting, this calculated, 
Meticulous exercise in audio masturbation might 
seem intriguing (there's a disclaimer on this saying 
that "Mezzerschmitt is provocative, extreme, but 
NOT political’). But then again, it seems like one in 
a line of experimental apocalyptic WWII-inspired 
ambient projects with somewhat of an idiosyncrat- 
ic Mayhem vibe. 

TESTO es oc n cou 3015 6 


YATTERING 


Genocide (candlelight) 

Considered to be one of the more prominent Polish 
death metal prospects, Yattering finally return with 
their latest on a new label. Always bordering on the 
outwardly brutal and the meticulously technical, it 
seems as if Yattering have taken their musical skills 
to the next level. The technical aspect of their play- 
ing definitely makes an impact with Genocide, but 
with Atheist-like histrionics being scattered 
around, it does seem that all these intricacies take 
away from the overall impact. The production on 
one hand is a little weak, almost encompassing a 
warm Morrisound-ish bombast, and for once | find 
it a bit hard to actually get into some of the music 
amongst the showmanship. 
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THE CHASM 


Conjuration Of The Spectral 
Empire (witches Brew/Lux infiamundis) 

With last year's self-financed/released Reaching 
The Veil Of Death EP, underground metal kings The 
Chasm had all their material ready for their upcom- 
ing full-length, hoping that through the EP, a label 
would eventually sign them and give them a stable 
Studio budget to record their next opus. 
Unfortunately that didn't happen (underground 
German label Witches Brew would later step in to 
help), but it certainly didn't stop The Chasm 
recording the album anyway, Like Deceased, The 
Chasm play their own distinct style of 
death/dark/thrash metal. Epic, technical and 
atmospherically gripping, Conjuration is a massive 
musical achievement for this highly underrated 
band. Melodically, they are untouchable and the 
nine minute instrumental triumph that closes the 
album, ‘Procession To The Infraworld’, brings back 
that feeling you got when you first heard songs like 
‘Orion’ or ‘Call Of The Kthulu’. It's such a shame 
that the more recognized metal labels fail to recog- 
nize the metallic brilliance and dedication that 
bleeds from this band. 

Chris Bruni ..............3... 2) 


MANTICORE 


Ritual Cleansing Of The Whore 
(Breath Of Night/Merciless) 

Uncompromising, bestial-like black metal, this 
Ohio outtit surely make thelr message clear with 
their unashamedly anti-Christian spewings. Taking 
cue from the war-like black metal sound (i.e, Black 
Witchery, Sarcophagus), this bass-heavy, rumbling 
affair is mind-numbing, living up to the scene's 
manifesto while creating hateful mood swings 
within this pretty straightforward picture of death. 
It's a bit of a quick affair (only clocking in at 23 
plus minutes), but at least the goods are delivered; 
hence it comes recommended. 
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GENOCIDE KOMMANDO 


Black Metal Supremacy (Moribund) 

Even though the title of the album is the furthest 
thing from groundbreaking, it pretty much makes a 
Statement. This is pure and potent black metal 
force from France, a place where raw primitive 
black metal is held with high regard. The two-piece 
that make up Genocide Kommando pull no punch- 
es when it comes to creating menacing raw black 
metal in its purest form. Taking the grim and bes- 


tial sound as opposed to a moody and melodic 
tone, Genocide Kommando have only one mission 
in mind: to show the way for the Satanic elite, envi- 
sioning the “total genocide of human scum." | 
guess they couldn't have been any more subtle. 
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AURORA BOREALIS 


Time, Unveiled (diehard/Fusion ili) 

Too many releases from a respective scene and 
you're bound to find lack of creativity and stagna- 
tion. While that's certainly occurred in the black 
metal context with the recent spat of I'm-more- 
Mayhem-than-you records, sometimes bands that 
follow a tried-and-true formula end up getting it 
right. Such is the case of Aurora Borealis. | was 
totally ready to dismiss this in the name of "who 
cares?" early on, only to have my plans dashed 
from under me by Time, Unveiled’s relentless 
unwillingness to be anything other than pure, old- 
school black metal. | get a kick out of the whole 
"true" debate; | find it so incredibly elitist and 
absurd. But if being true will create more black 
metal of Aurora Borealis’ calibre, than let's have a 
mass burning of posers and hail Satan until sun- 
rise. I'm kidding of course, but if you thought | was 
being serious Time, Unveiled is your album of the 
year. 


David Perri 


DISSECTION 


Live Legacy (Nuclear iast) 

Another precious Dissection chapter, captured in 
Wacken 1996, where one can once again re-live 
Moments from one of the most influential Swedish 
metal bands of all time. A seven song set (includ- 
ing that infamous intro’ off Storm Of The Light's 
Bane) with songs culled from Dissection's two 
essential masterpieces, the aforementioned and 
The Somberlain. Highlights come in the form of 
tracks like ‘Unhallowed’, ‘Where Dead Angels Lie’, 
and ‘Thorns Of Crimson Death’, which are present- 
ed in a manner where Dissection bear their black- 
ened soul to consume, live and in the raw, with a 
vicious and pure sound. But the real highlight 
comes in the form of the closing track, ‘The 
Somberlain'; hearing this awesome piece in such 
an environment can really sum up what Dissection 
are all about, 


Chris Bruni ...........5 Sc 


THOU ART LORD 


DVB (Black Lotus) 

The comeback album from this experienced cult 
Greek black metal supergroup after their six year 
absence (their last outing 1996's Apollyon), is 
actually better than the latest releases from the 
members’ respective bands, For the uninitiated, 
Thou Art Lord features Sakis of Rotting Christ, The 
Magus of Necromantia, and their latest addition, 
Seth from Septic Flesh. Originally formed in the 
early ‘90s, when Rotting Christ and Necromantia 
were getting their upstarts, the main purpose of 
Thou Art Lord was for the members (mainly Sakis 
and The Magus) to create a more primitive form of 
pure Hellenic black metal. DV8 Is a surging ride 
through hellfire and brimstone. Anthemic, majes- 
tic, poisonous, feisty... not only is DV8 a worthy 
comeback, but | can't remember the last time | 
heard a black metal album from Greece this good. 
Chris Bruni ........-.2+004 06 8 


EXCOMMUNION 


Superton (World wari!) 

This is some seriously punishing blackened death 
metal. To be specific, it's more on the death side of 
things, with a gloomy black/evil overtone. Six 
songs, all of which are quite lengthy, and all of 
which will simply pummel the listener to the floor, 
like it or not, in a menacing rage of scary sludgy 
Satanic rage. Reminiscent of Incantation in their 
slower moments, with a few more pentagram tat- 
toos and a more crushing production sound, 
Excommunion, who have a completely illegible 
band logo, have done a great job here at creating 
music with one intent only (hint: it ain't to get the 
party started), and they do it with such over- 
whelming power that all there is left to do is mum- 


ble “wow,” then put the disc back in its case and 
pull itout again in six months to start the massacre 
over all again, 


Greg Pratt .. 
DIABOLICAL 


A Thousand Deaths (world War ii!) 

That cover art promises cookie cutter Morri-death, 
which makes A Thousand Deaths even more enjoy- 
able once the tunes hit your speakers. Diabolical 
(not to be confused with... ah, forget it, life is 
short) offer forth a nice surprise by adding in a 
refreshing amount of Gothenburg melody to their 
blackened death attack, creating a sound that is 
more modern thrash than, uh, retro death. 
Whatever, the point is that the cruddy art's gotta 
go, because it's going to turn away a lot of people 
who would probably dig this razor-sharp onslaught 
of brutal blasting, catchy thrash riffing and smart 
song writing. Ccheck out www.ww3music.com for 
more info. 


GrePInTaCh isla «85. 8.5 
REVENGE 
Triumph.Genocide.Antichrist 
(Osmose) 


Canadian black war metal forges onward with the 
post-Conqueror entity Revenge unleashing their 
devastating debut CD, the follow-up to their sparse 
EP. It's unholy, barbaric, chaotic, destructive, 
raw... typical traits that give this music its charac- 
ter. Triumph.Genocide,Antichrist also marks Pete 
Helmkamp’s (ex-Angelcorpse) return to the realm 
of metal since his departure from the now-defunct 
Floridian death metal gods, and |'m sure his pres- 
ence was felt throughout the destruction, But 
Revenge is the vision of J. Read (Conqueror/Axis 
Of Advance) and the insanity that he has unearthed 
is quite inhuman, continuing where Conqueror left 
off yet nothing more. 
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Life 34 


Black 


MOURNING BELOVETH 


The Sullen Sulcus (Aftermath) 

With their latest effort, Ireland's Mourning 
Beloveth should catapult themselves alongside 
Primordial as Ireland's metal elite. Following their 
well-received Dusk debut, this doom metal treas- 
ure once again unleash their brand of heavy 
enchanting metal, fine as wine, re-living the glory 
days of the Yorkshire scene when bands like My 
Dying Bride, Anathema and Paradise Lost ruled 
supreme. While not being wholly original, at times 
even obvious, Mourning Beloveth execute some of 
the most stunning doom metal coming out of 
Europe (considering the fact that North America 
Clearly has the upper hand these days). Naturally, 
with the average song length reaching ten minutes 
and then some, Mourning Beloveth incorporate the 
right ingredients in a simplified manner, using 
extremely heavy riffs that flow through melodic 
and moving passages accompanied by passionate 
powerful growls, searing clean vocals and moving 
spoken recitations. 


Chris Bruni ........... vneee aed 
DARK FORTRESS 


Profane Genocidal Creations 

(Red Stream) 

This German black metal outfit follow up their 
Swedish-inspired previous album, Tales From 
Eternal Dusk, with this new effort which incorpo- 
rates more Norwegian black metal histrionics. 
Recorded at the infamous Grieghallen studios, one 
can expect a sound akin to the latest efforts from 
Takke, Aeternus, and the early Obtained 
Enslavement releases, There is a pretty straightfor- 
ward Norwegian touch to this, in mood and atmos- 
phere, evoking a more open sound picture than the 
band's last album, also evoking a more epic and 
symphonic character. But even though this is note- 
worthy, | can't really say it does total justice to the 
glory days, 


Chris Bruni oe 65 
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CAGE 


Darker Than Black (Massacre) 

Third outing from San Diego's Cage (not to be 
confused with the outfit fronted by ex-Black 
Sabbath singer, Tony Martin), see the Halford- 
inspired, traditional metallers adding a few new 
spices to the meat and potatoes recipe. ‘Kill The 
Devil’, debuted live at Wacken, is a worthy suc- 
cessor to the Cage legacy, featuring heavy twin 
guitars, double bass drums and the forceful voice 
of Sean Peck. After that (safe?) start, the Cagers 
delve into ‘Chupacabra’, where Peck sports a 
black metal shriek, a voice reprised on ‘White 
Magic’. ‘Eyes Of Obsidian’ is a mid-tempo slice of 
classical metal, the variety Cage does so well (and 
so few contemporaries even attempt). Another of 
Peck's lyrical flights of fancy, ‘Philadelphia 
Experiment follows the shipboard adventures of 
sailors used as human guinea pigs for atomic 
testing in the '40s. Halford collaborator Roy Z and 
Warrior's guitarist, Joe Floyd, guest on ‘March Of 
The Cage' a slow mover, and to my ears, the daft 
track in the batch. Conspiracy theories are anoth- 
er of Peck's interests. This go-around, there's 
‘Secrets Of Fatima’, where he briefly employs the 
blackened screech for a third time. Shame their 
music still needs a European label to be heard. 
Cage will play the BW&BK 6-Pack Weekend, June 
13-14, 


Mark Gromen 


ARTENSION 


New Discovery (Frontiers) 

The word "yes" is going to answer the following 
two questions. Firstly, which original prog band 
still exerts the most influence on the metal realm? 
Number two, is Artension an extension of Alan 
Parsons, Stratovarius and Dream Theater? Now 
that those issues are out of the way, it's easy to 
comment on John West's side-project, Artension, 
which he's singing for while his other side-proj- 
ect, Royal Hunt, is in writing mode. Spinning New 
Discovery is like re-visiting small town, ‘70s 
roller-rinks with Saga playing over the PA (shud- 
der at the thought) while simultaneously listening 


to Charlie Dominici-era Dream Theater but with 
even less edge and aggression. | dunno man, 
Artension is obviously very good at what it does, 
which in the grand scheme of things is pretty 
dated and pretty vacant, but you've got to respect 
any band that can commit this many hours to 
practicing. 
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INSANIA 


Fantasy: A New Dimension 

(No Fashion) 

Third album from this Swedish power metal out- 
fit ushers in new vocalist, Ola Halen and for good 
measure, a guest appearance by Masterplan/for- 
mer Helloween guitarist Roland Grapow. The 
choice of a six-stringer is not surprising given the 
obvious homage paid Grapow's former employer 
by these Swedes - upbeat, galloping Germanic 
anthems all around. ‘Carry On' is a prime exam- 
ple of the big sing-along choruses routinely heard 
echoing from Bavaria. Surprisingly, drummer 
Mikko Korsback writes the majority of the music 
and many of the lyrics. ‘Master Of My Mind’ 
begins as if it's the requisite piano ballad, but 
kicks into overdrive fairly quickly, although the 
gang vocals towards the end (and utilized else- 
where) are unnecessary, An opening, double bass 
pumping ‘Life After Life’ and the stratospheric 
vocals on the title cut should hold Insania in good 
steed in Deutchland. Not as immediate as the 
sophomore effort, Sunrise In Riverland, but thor- 
oughly enjoyable nonetheless. 
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40 GRIT 


Nothing to Remember (etal slade) 

Two decades back, metal bands had a limited 
number of influences to draw from. Rock was still 
growing and expanding. Not so in the new millen- 
nium. With the massive rise of rap, punk, alterna- 
tive and electronic music, not to mention the 
ever-splintering metal scene, musicians are 
exposed to way more styles and sounds. The 
result has been a tremendous wave of heavy 
bands that seem to defy any one category. Unlike 
40 Grit's promising debut, their sophomore effort 
for Metal Blade reflects a more fully assimilated 


sound that's suitably heavy and complex, but also 
very melodic and dynamic. The band has clearly 
taken a cue from groups like P.0.D. and Papa 
Roach in its goal to create thunderous songs that 
still maintain an anthemic quality. But 40 Grit 
don't stop there; they also incorporate more tra- 
ditional classic rock influences (especially the Led 
Zeppelin-meets-Pantera crunch of the title track) 
as well as Tool-inspired guitar squall and arrange- 
ments. The songs are raw, passionate and pro- 
pelled by throbbing riffs and an omnipresent 
groove. James Santiago's gritty vocals perfectly 
compliment a two-guitar attack that, while full and 
menacing, never obscures the melodies. It's a 
massive sound that's nearly impossible to cate- 
gorize but certainly draws from the full spectrum 
of the last three decades of loud rack. 


Adem Tepedelen .........+++ 25: 


THE HEAVILS 


The Heavils (Metal siade) 

Connecting the dots through metal, garage rock 
and punk rock with a line that zigs jaggedly from 
Faith No More's Angel Dust through Mr. Bungle, 
Fishbone, Slipknot and Mudvayne, The Heavils 
have an incendiary sound here, tribal, blown up, 
continually unexpected, not nu, more like upset- 
ting of nu. Distill it down and what you might have 
is mathcore dissected and assembled into songs. 
Not crazy about the (self)-production though, The 
Heavils cranking the hi to mid on the drums, 
deciding to go with high bass, deciding to go with 
mid, fatiguing guitars, Vocalist (and guitarist) 
Brian Carter is a blast though, sounding like a 
skate cross between Rollins and Clutch's Neil 
Fallon, leading the band on a romp through pro- 
gressive punk, whatever that means. Carter is 
also known for making instruments out of what- 
ever is lying around, which is a pretty ceramic 
metaphor for his band's fresh Frankenmonster of 
a sound. So yeah, to sum up: the production 
blows (no bass) but the songs are wiseacre for 
Rockford Illinois acres. 
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DRAGONFORCE 


Valley Of The Damned (noise/Sanctuary) 
Surprise, there are amazing power metal songs 


Cee a 


oe. Voltage, Highway To Hell, 

Back In Black, Dirty Deeds Done Dirt 
Cheap, Live 1992 (ic) 

$0 what else can be said about the world's most famous"bo0- 
gie metal" band that hasn't been said before? Not much, but 
we're sayin’ it again as the band's catalogue has seen a 
facelift, reverting to Epic in a landmark recording industry 
move. Undeniably the sound has improved from the remas- 
tering process and it's not just your typical volume level beef- 
ing-up. George Marino (at Sterling Sound in New York) has 
found more bottom end on the original masters giving ‘DC 
new bombastic push and concise clarity. Beginning in 
chronological order, the band's debut, High Voltage (1976), 
is first up, an album chock full of humour, zest and personal- 
ity and thi print for years to come. Although pieced togeth- 
er from their first two Aussie records (HV and) T.N.T), a solid 
writing unit had been created, vocalist Bon Scott and the 
Young brothers (Angus on lead guitar and Malcolm on 
thythm) piecing together memorable foot-stompin', head- 
bobbin’ riffs. The silliness is evident in ‘The Jack', the 
prophetic ‘Rock N* Roll Singer’, the autobiographical ‘It's A 
Long Way To The Top (If You Wanna Rock ‘n' Roll)' (complete 
with bagpipes, which are clean and rousing in this new form) 
and the classic “ “, But a foreboding serious tone can be 
heard in ‘Live * and the title track. In this grouping, 
Highway To Hell (1979) is up next and there's not one piss- 
poor track on this mother - a fitting, personalized tribute to 
Bon before the band knew it. The anthemic title track benefits 
greatly from the cleanup job as does ‘Girls Got Rhythm’ and 
the snarly bruiser ‘Walk All Over You’. Side Two shines just 
as bright with ‘Shot Down In Flames’, 'Get It Hot' and the 
blood-soaked drip of ‘Night Prowler’ - you can feel Bon's ini- 


| Hardwares 


tial intake of air of the cut that was made famous by the “The 
Night Stalker" serial killer, Richard Ramirez. Chilling. Then 
came the day the music died ... again, Scott doing what he 
did best, falling into a hottle. This time he didn't craw! out. 
The roc Hi Sheds a tear. But the unthinkable occurs 
as the band forges on and ex-Geordie man Brian Johnson and 
his grit takes over the mic, ‘DC becoming household names 
packing ‘You Shook Me All Night Long’. But Atlantic got what 
they wanted - a multi-platinum act and a new singer (appar- 
ently the label had wanted Bon out for ages). The darker 
tones of this unmatched slab sound even more potent. ‘Shoot 
To Thrill’, ‘Shake A Leg’, the devastating ‘Hells Bells', ‘Have 
A Drink On Me' and the title track (which was nearly pulled 
from the record as producer John "Mutt" Lange failed to see 
its appeal) sound as fresh as spring and the gatefold, 
embossed packaging is a work of art. For fans in North 
America, Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap (released in 1976 - 
original artwork included in liner notes) was a bizarre post- 
BIB tribute to Bon and an immediate hit. The title track sees 
Angus’ raw guitar sound getting new teeth from this mix. As 
well, there's ‘Ride On’, a veritable brouhaha and ‘Big Balls" 
front ‘n' centre hilarity with Bon's seductive slur inches from 
your face. Live (1992) may not be as innocent as If You Want 
Blood (You've Got It), released 14 years prior, but indeed it is 
another snapshot of ‘DC in their most comfortable environ- 
ment. Hit after hit, no nonsense, no compromise and flaw- 
less. All reissues are in gorgeous digipaks with fully restored 
album art that utilize the ConnecteD technology to unlock 
online content at their website www.acdcrocks.com. The 
titles also feature, rare photos and new liner notes that detail 
each step of the way... from barroom brawls to triumphant 
stadiums. Each album will also be also issued on deluxe 180 
gram vinyl in the near future. 

Tim Henderson 


out there, this UK upstart owning at least two of 
them in the speedy but inspirational ‘Black Winter 
Night’ and the following histrionic ballad 
‘Starfire’. But there's also much middling churn- 
ing going on here, despite a bit of an identity with 
the band’ s need for speed, the quick-triplet-firing 
right hands of Herman Li and Sam Totman, and 
the screechy, sweet, pervasive synthesizers of 
Vadim. Alas, more than half the album embodies 
only this underscoring feature, with songs and 
sword-swinging melodies that could be by any 
Hobbit rocker. Closer ‘Heart Of The Dragon’ is a 
bit of a faith restorer, given, again, a bit of an 
arcane melody. There's a direction here to be 
exploited (sez my two cents). Dragonforce have 
the melodies - and that's all they have. They con- 
ceivably could distinguish themsleves by sweat- 
ing 40 songs, picking the best 10 based on min- 
ing for these sweet/sour/daring melodies, and 
then go real symphonic all over them, go for 
baroque, emote well over the top. 
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CULT OF LUNA 


The Beyond (Earache) 

While | really can't be sure that Cult Of Luna's 
brand of sonic upheaval is a direct by-product of 
inward reflections of hate, the band's latest is an 
exercise in just that. Combining the sparse land- 
scapes of Neurosis with High On Fire's thick 
stomp, Cult Of Luna creates numbing epic 
attacks, spurring things on via plodding, ominous 
sensations rather than speed or shriek (as black 
metal would teach us). The most impressive ele- 
ment of The Beyond is just how over-powering 
these tracks get: it's like architectonic forces were 
at work during the songwriting process, and 
somehow that malignancy made it out alive, well 
and in a helluva lot of pain. Like the above-men- 
tioned Neurosis, Cult Of Luna isn't necessarily for 
everyone. But, for those willing to venture... 
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AMON AMARTH 


Versus The World (metal slade) 

The revered Amon Amarth returns for another 
platter of Viking fun, but along the way something 
has changed for these beer-swilling Swedes. In a 
move that indicates nothing if maturity, all 
involved in the Amon Amarth camp (the band is 
named after a series of mountains featured in 
Lord Of The Rings; no, I'm not a geeky fan of the 
book) have consciously made the decision to 
tone down the speed, and up the epic/slower 
plodding groove ante. And it works for the most 
part, with the group's trademark Swedish melody 
still present but in a more melancholic sense that 
fits with the record's very metal theme: the end of 
the world according to Norse mythos. Up and at 
‘em kids, Eric the Red has set sail and is ready to 
party like it's 982 AD again. 
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MATTSSON 


Power Games (lion Music) 

Without a doubt Lion Music is the unofficial 
home of shred. However, Power Games is the 
most widely accessible release yet from this 
label. Finnish guitarist Lars Eric Mattsson is the 
brainchild behind Power Games combining mas- 
terful guitar work with an equally compelling per- 
formance on the keyboards. The real treat here is 
American singer Lance King (Balance Of Power), 
who delivers an amazing performance. His style, 
phrasing and range is so much like Geoff Tate of 
Queensryche that it is scary. Mattsson is in fine 
form throughout. The guy can deliver passionate 
playing like Satriani, and all out shredding like 
Malmsteen, yet still maintaining his focus on the 
song structure as opposed to guitar flash. 
Allan Grusie .......... eee eee! 8 


BLAZE 


As Live As It Gets (sev) 

Let's pretend for a moment that today's comput- 
er technology isn't used to doctor live recordings, 
that what we hear is what went down, end of 
story. Not trying to belittle Blaze's or producer 
Andy Sneap's integrity, but if you can hold that 


illusion (delusion?) going into As Live As It Gets, 
you come away from the experience with a big fat 
smile on yer face. Easily one of the best live 
albums heard by these ears in quite some time 
(along with Annihilator's Double Live 
Annihilation), Blaze put on one hell of a double 
CD show. Along with the expected crushers from 
Silicon Messiah and Tenth Dimension come 
Steel’ from singer Bayley's Wolfsbane days, his 
tron Maiden era 'Virus’, 'Futureal’ and ‘Sign 
Of The Cross’ (which sucks here, too) and a great 
rendition of Zeppelin's ‘Dazed And Confused’. 
Sneap has worked his magic once again, turning 
As Live As It Gets into a studio-worthy ball-bash- 
er, separating the stellar performances of every- 
one involved on stage. 


Carl Begai..... on 
ARWEN 


Memories Of A Dream (Arise) 

With eight members, Arwen is a co-ed band of 
Spanish gothic power metal brothers and sisters 
that make plush and positive use of all their 
weapons, weapons put to use so that no samples 
will have to be utilized live. Sure, it's power 
metal, but there's an interesting profusion of lay- 
ers here, which tends to bring out the band's 
unique, studied, high quality melodies, evidenced 
immediately by the first four tracks (and pointed- 
ly on ‘New Life’ and 'At The End’). Late in the 
album, the dual male/female vocals shine on 
expert ballad ‘Eternally’, which sounds like 
Ritchie and Candice fronting Masterplan or Lana 
Lane fronting Kamelot (the latter, more so on 
‘New Life’). Very techy keyboard and drum 
sounds also strangely help define the band's 
smothery cold steel vibe as one just the right side 
of exotic. Very, very proggy but so unapologeti- 
cally metal, this is one where you can hear the 
toil, sweat and tears. Classy stuff. 


Martin Popoff .........eseeees 8 


OPUS ATLANTICA 


Opus Atlantica (regain) 

This is one of those releases that | had been look- 
ing forward to for a long time. Teaming up vocal- 
ist Pete Sandberg (Jade/Alien) with bassist/key- 
boardist Jonas Reingold (Flower Kings), guitarist 
Johan Reinholz (NonExist, Andromeda), and 
Jaime Salazar (Flower Kings) seemed like a per- 
fect combination. Sandberg has one of the finest 
melodic rock/AOR voices out there so the idea of 
putting him into a harder rocking environment 
was inviting, although many naysayers ques- 
tioned the move. Sandberg more than holds his 
own delivering a solid performance. However, as 
happens often when you put great musicians 
together, the songs take a direction which in itself 
is not that appealing. Power metal with strong 
neo-classical influences winds up as the style 
delivered, each player damn near competing to 
outdo each other. And the profusion of ballerina- 
styled keyboards reminds me of a tone that came 
out of my sister's jewelry box when opened. 
Allan Grusie ...........0.00.. 4 


REGURGITATE 


Hatefilled Vengeance (relapse) 

{t musta been all that wacky cover art over the 
years that made me think of Sweden's 
Regurgitate as a fun gore-grind band not to be 
taken too seriously. But there's a light bulb going 
over my head, slowly but surely, as Regurgitate's 
latest EP pummels me into the floor again and 
again. No doubt about it, the great recording, 
courtesy of Mieszko Talarczyk's (Nasum) 
Soundlab Studios, has brought these guys out of 
the muck in which most gore bands lovingly 
reside, and into the world of clarity, a world that 
remembers treble. And it fits the band well, 
showing off their brand of catchy, simple grind 
with a punishing yet professional sound. 
Regurgitate fit into the "early Carcass" sub-genre 
of gore more so than the "later Carcass" era, for 
those taking notes, opting for the one-minute 
blasts of fast/faster mayhem. Ten of these 18 
tracks are re-recorded versions of cuts from their 
first Relapse full-length, not that anyone would 
have noticed if they didn't know. 

Greg Pratt one ciins: 6 cera wa cia 75 
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GRIEF 


Turbulent Times (southern Lord) 

The misanthropic sludge/doom metal beast 
known as Grief may be dead and gone, but here 
we have one final reminder of just how painful, 
sick and depraved tHése guys took the genre. 
Turbulent Times is a collection of material culled 
mainly from split 7" releases, as well as a couple 
of alternate versions of songs from their full- 
lengths, as if we can tell the difference. Unlike 
their completely miserable (! kinda mean that in a 
good way) full-length platters, Turbulent Times is 
almost enjoyable to sit through, if you sit through 
these 11 songs in, say, five sittings or so. More 
than ten minutes of this snail-paced, suicidal, 
bass-drenched, 1 bpm aural quicksand is bound 
to drive all but the most fanatical doom freak to 
tears, which is pretty much the idea behind Grief, 
and pretty much why, despite all the hardships 
they gave our ears, we loved ‘em so. 


Greg Pratt W858 eeiereele eal! 7.5 


BENUMB 


By Means Of Upheaval (relapse) 

It doesn't seem possible, but Benumb sound 
even more pissed off, ravenous and on the verge 
of complete collapse than they did on their last 
album. Here the band dishes out 22 blistering 
Cuts of grindcore and hardcore over the course of 
26 minutes. Don't let the short running time 
scare you away though, this is worth every penny 
and is not the sort of album that needs to be any 
longer than it is. Vocal powerhouse Pete 
Ponitkoff has reached hilarious levels of intensity 
here, cramming novellas into three second bursts 
of absurd energy, screaming until it makes you 
feel awkward, delivering his socially and political- 
ly aware lyrics with power. Not to discredit the 
rest of the guys though, as they bash away with 
No remorse and will not fail fans of short, fast and 
loud metal. The best part is the production, which 
sounds even messier, noisier and more chaotic 
than ever, 


Greg Pratt .ccccessievens one B 


AVULSED 


Yearning For The Grotesque 
(Avantgarde) 

Spain's death metal heroes always seem to sur- 
prise and amuse, and with their Avantgarde debut 
(kinda odd seeing them on this label), Avulsed 
live up to their promise. What has always been a 
band who thrived on packing a basic death metal 
drive with some formidable fortitude (Six Feet 
Under would do well to take notes), Avulsed's 
style of death metal has always been easy to con- 
sume, especially seeing that this is a band that 
present everything pretty much at face value. 
Yearning For The Grotesque is another descent 
into a humorous splatter feast where straightfor- 
wardness is pretty much the order of the day, 
Luckily enough, Avulsed tend to spice things up 
with some wicked guitar harmonies and licks. 
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SCISSORFIGHT 

Potential New Agent For 
Unconventional Warfare (Tortuga) 
Bizarre, elusive and intriguing, this EP is the 
first time I've spent any considerable amount of 
time with this quasi-notorious band. It's a diffi- 
cult one to figure out: there's elements of mod- 
ern stonér rock here, with the big bad bass and 
the woccha-woccha riffs, but there's also a 
heavier underground vibe looming around, mak- 
ing this a bit more nasty than what one might 
find on, say, MeteorCity. A couple listens later 
and |'m realizing Clutch is the main reference 
point here, with that combination of twisted and 
inverted humour and catchy, maybe-ironic rock 
riffing. Main point of annoyance is the occasion- 
ally grating vocals and some dumb riffing, 
which again makes me think Clutch. Gets the 
feet tapping though, and with a song title like 
"Maritime Disasters’ and another song that sez 
something about an "unconventional harvester," 
I'm along for the ride. Check out www.tortu- 
garecordings.com. 

Greg Pratt <i nnosmaurashne zi 


T.M. STEVENS 


Shocka Zooloo (united One Records) 

Out in Japan since mid-2001, Shocka Zooloo is 
finally seeing release in the United States and 
Europe, Stevens, the monster bassist/singer who. 
has played with everyone from Joe Cocker to Tina 
Turner to Steve Vai (on Sex & Religion alongside 
Devin Townsend) and released four solo albums in 
his long career is back with his trademark heavy 
metal funk sound, seamlessly blending rock, hip- 
hop, soul, reggae and metal around his arsenal of 
four string weapons. The basis for all his songs is 
groove-laden rock, whether it's the reggae 
flavoured ‘Maximum Respect’, the (old) Cypress 
Hill-styled ‘Stand On Up’ or the full-on metal of ‘No 
Good Without The Bad’, 'Got Nothing To Say’, 
‘Give It Up' and ‘Thrash’. As ever, Stevens is big on 
loving-thy-neighbour and life in general, bringing 
in a host of friends to help spread his message. Of 
note for metal fans is Living Colour drummer Will 
Calhoun, guitarist Stevie Salas, and Savatage axe- 
men Chris Caffery (‘No Good Without The Bad', 
‘Thrash') and Al Pitrelli (‘No Good...', ‘Maximum 
Respect’, ‘Go My Way', 'Got Nothing To Say’, 
‘Shocka Zooloo') who put in ultra-heavy perform- 
ances 
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RIKKI ROCKETT 


Ghitter 4 Your Soul (save the ghythm) 

Just goes to show how poor things are in Poison's 
recorded product world that an offshoot album 
would arrive miserably indie - no record label, not 
even really a fake one, no barcode, with a booklet 
that is colour photocopied (or at least printed in 
some low press run fashion) and half successfully 
designed by the controversial drummer hisself. 
Maybe I'm way off base, and this is just a really, 
really nice advance, but | don't think so. In any 
event, the music's not cheap, Rikki and a bevy of 
b-stars covering ably 11 songs that comprised the 
happy buttons of any metalhead growing up in the 
‘70s, songs that brushstroke the glam spectrum of 
that era's hard rock, Rikki also going off the map 
into non-metal terrain with Mott, Stones, Bowie 
and T. Rex. Hands-down winner is obscure Angel 
rocker ‘Can You Feel It’, which features a nasty 
dizzy Pearl vocal, John Corabi singing ‘Elected’ is 
a gas as well, while Bret turns Starz' dumbass 
"Tear It Down’ (oy vey, there were so many better 
Starz songs!) into a dumbass Poison song. 
Throughout, Rikki just does Rikki, a role which is 
plain but oddly trademarked by a certain high hat 
swingability. On the subject of drums, Rikki either 
screws up the tom pattern to ‘Trash’, or counter- 
intuitively makes it his own, Whatever the case, it 
works, as does the sassy female vox from Gina 
Shock. Good job all told, solid if sparse produc- 
tion, acceptable versions, not an awful juke pick. 
See www.rikkirockett.com for more. Lots more. 
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STYX 


Cyclorama (Sanctuary) 

The unmistakable cover art of surrealist Storm 
Thorgerson signals the fact that Styx has raised 
the stakes since the gaudy wrapping ‘round Brave 
New World. And indeed, every part of the game 
has been elevated in the last few years. Lawrence 
Gowan has lit a match, live and on record, and the 
band has responded in kind, taking a flamethrow- 
er to a once-luke institution. The result is a record 
that is not prog, pop, or hair metal, but a kind of 
glassy-eyed, sublime pomp rock for seriously 
Crafty musicians, somewhat akin to Bon Jovi, Billy 
Sheehan, Ty Tabor, Paul Gilbert, Brian May, Saga, 
Spock's Beard, Marillion... a complicated, slightly 
Beatle-esque, Zepplin-esque lighter-foisting sound 
with volume. Tommy is simply awesome as a 
vocalist, a godly balance between vulnerability and 
bluesy soul. Gowan twangs with preposterous 
glam flair, Glen like a shifty punk, JY like the 
anchor to the '70s. And the cathedral of harmonies 
when they all unite, makes Cyclorama a fierce, 
plush vocal showcase, a joy to behold. 
Unfortunately, there isn't much rocking out, and 
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the scraps that contain power chords (i.e. ‘Captain 
America’), blow. But the deep, deep wells of 
acoustic guitars, of vocals for miles, of lively 
drums, of arrangements that cost a pretty penny, 
make up for the paucity of riffs, The result is a gor- 
geous, gorgeous record of subtle sounds stacked 
expertly by science-minded veterans that haven't 
lost an ounce of their prodigious pop passion. 


Martin Popoff ...... eeeees eee 8 
LITA FORD 


Greatest Hits Live (sv) 

One can only assume that Lita Ford is preparing to 
make a comeback, seeing as how this thing is 
being released through a minor major metal label, 
There's no info provided (on the promo, anyway) 
as to when a where it was recorded, but an edu- 
cated stab says Greatest Hits Live was culled on 
the club circuit during the Dangerous Curves tour 
in '91, particularly since the players backing Ford 
up have gone on to bigger and better things (gui- 
tarist Joe Taylor to Doro, guitarist Glen Burtnik to 
bassist in Styx, drummer Jimmy DeGrasso to 
Megadeth and beyond), Pretty raw stuff, although 
the backing vocals sound like they might have 
been beefed up in the studio. The focus is on 
Ford's Dangerous Curves, Stilletto, and break- 
through Lita albums, some tracks rocking mighti- 
ly and others falling horribly flat thanks to hope- 
lessly dated keyboard pre-sets (even for '91), The 
best of the Best would have to be ‘What Do You 
Know About Love', 'Holy Man’, ‘Close My Eyes 
Forever’ (without Ozzy) and a cover of Montrose's 
"Rock Candy’, the worst being 'Kiss Me Deadly, 
‘Bad Love', and the over-sugared ‘Shot Of Poison’, 
which are too weak and sloppy for words. Oh yeah, 
the album starts off with a "new' studio track called 
‘Nobody's Child’ that was likely rotting in a vault 
somewhere. 


Carl Begai..... 
STREET TALK 


Restoration (mm) 

AOR seems to be a funny business these days. 
Some of the genre's followers wish it would stay in 
the softer side of the '80s, full of keyboards and 
simple melodies, The other side of the argument is 
that while staying melodic and catchy, some fans 
fear that not allowing other influences to creep in 
has made the discipline stagnant. Street Talk falls 
within the first argument, drawing heavily on 
Journey influences, remaining true to the blue 
print of AOR. Vocalist Hugo (Open Skyz), whose 
Steve Perry-like voice and appearance almost had 
him end up in Journey, lends vocals to the unre- 
markable ‘My Heart Beats For You’, and the Sting- 
like ‘Why Is My Heart Feeling Lonely Tonight’. Yet 
it Is really vocalist Frank Adahl's home, not 
Hugo's. Those partial to the band's first two 
releases will appreciate this one as well, but those 
wondering where the lighter side of the AOR genre 
is in 2002 may also be intrigued. 

MikeiDrew, 5... 2.02% 60+ om Mean 8 


CHALICE 


Chameleonation (um) 

Interest was heightened when it was discovered 
that this disc, the German band’s fourth, was pro- 
duced by Pink Cream 69 bassist Dennis Ward. 
Similarities between the two bands are apparent, 
however 'Chameleonation’ is not a mere carbon 
copy of PC69 as there are definite Queensryche-like 
elements integrated as well. Burkhard Becker's 
keyboard playing adds something unique to tracks 
like ‘Turn Around’ and 'Now We Are One’, both of 
which are powerful examples of the band's melod- 
ic German resonance. Although 'Run For Cover’ 
and 'Still Burnin’ may seem a little too concerned 
with colouring within the lines, the temperamental 
strains of ‘Leave You Tonight’ and ‘Another Day 
(#9)' are strong instances where a solid production 
can make a good song an exceptional song. Solid 
playing, production and writing delivers some of 
the best melodic tracks released in 2002, no joke. 
Mike Drew ..... 
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VISUAL VIOLENCE 


SAMAEL 


Black Trip DVD (century Media) 

Currently only available as a two disc set, in the 
European PAL format (although playable on most 
computers), Black Trip offers almost three hours of 
Samael. A pair of professionally shot concerts are 
included, as well as bootleg footage of an entire US 
show, on the Ceremony Of Opposites tour, a trio of 
promotional videos and an old, in-studio interview 
(during the recording of Passages), conducted by 
Century Media USA bigwig/former Metal Maniacs 
scribe, Ula Gehret. While the Swiss outfit has fall- 
en out of favour with many of their original black 
metal fans, this material serves as something of a 
career overview, albeit heavily accented on the 
electronic era. Fresh off last year's appearance at 
Germany's Summer Breeze festival, disc number 
one showcases 15 tunes. Lots of post-production 
was done, to interject/overlay a complex web of 
holographic/computer generated images, With 
three guys stagefront and Xy behind a barricade of 
computers, synths and drums, Samael seek to 
entertain through a visual barrage (smoke, blinding 
lights and bizarre imagery shown on a video 
screen behind the band). In a page out of Circus de 
Soliel, fire jugglers and baton twirlers perform dur- 
ing the drum solo. Along with fire breathing, these 
characters return, once the band has finally left the 
Stage. Disc #2 begins with a dozen songs in 
Krakow, Poland (yes, that same damn soundstage 
in too many DVDs, but this time kids are actually 
having fun), filmed during Passage tour. The pack- 
age ends with the aforementioned handheld, cam- 
corder boot, from '94. 


Mark Gromen .. 


BLACK SABBATH 


Never Say Die (sanctuary) 
As simple as it gets, this DVD features ten tracks 


recorded live at the Hammersmith Odeon in 1978. 
What did | learn? Well, that the effect of all the stuff 
you read, namely that every rock star is always 
barely lucid or able to stand, has got to be some- 
what exaggerated. Here's Sabbath, at supposedly 
their worst gutter-dwelling low (Ozzy was suppos- 
edly out and already briefly back in the band), 
pounding out with no trouble at all, a set of clas- 
sics and thankfully for this bored fan, ‘Dirty 
Women’, ‘Rock And Roll Doctor’ and 'Never Say 
Die’. Ozzy hits most of the notes fine (doesn't try 
for the high ones in ‘Dirty Women’), there's no 
teleprompter, and he's downright polite and busi- 
nesslike between songs. Compare this: "I hope 
we're around for another ten years and another ten 
years because we owe it all to you" with : "Ay ay ay 
ay go fuckin’ crazy, ay ay ay Zakk fucking Wylde 
everybody!" Plus he's in his white-fringed jumpsuit 
and still sports the wicked sideburns. The sound? 
It ain't great (muffly) but there's lovely separation 
to the point where you can hear Geezer's bubbly 
bobbing bass playing just fine. 


Martin Popoff........... 
DEEP PURPLE 


Heavy Metal Pioneers (atiantic/warner) 

You gotta rate this low as a DVD, given that it is 
basically a reissue of a one hour documentary on 
the band from a dozen years ago, with no added 
footage, and it's not even searchable, i.e, no menu: 
just press play. Your first clue that this is no red 
carpet project is the Joe Lynn Turner-era shot of 
the band on the cover. Anyhoo, | loved it. It's basi- 
Cally all you would want given an hour of footage 
Interviews with all of the JLT-era of the band take 
place (the band as it existed when this was made) 
plus some words from lan Gillan, These trivia~ 
packed chats (lots from Lord and Paice, which is 
rare) are interspersed with rare stills and the pack- 
age's real ace: amazing live footage, and cool odd 
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Top 20 


THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (carache) 


VOIVOD - Voivod (chophouse) 
DATSUNS - Datsuns (ec) 


APOCALYPTICA - Reflections (universal) 

OSI - Office Of Strategic Influence (insideout) 
CHEVELLE - Wonder What's Next (sony) 
STRATOVARIUS - Elements Pt. 1 (iuclear Blast) 

GOD DETHRONED - Into The Lungs Of Hell (wetai ade) 
STRAPPING YOUNG LAD - SYL (century Meaia) 


DISTURBED - Believe (warmer) 


EMPEROR - Scattered Ashes/A Decade Of Emperial Wrath (candetight) 
LULLACRY - Crucify My Heart (century Media) 

QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE - Songs For The Deaf (interscope) 
VARIOUS ARTISTS - Contaminated 5.0 (goadrunner) 

BEHEMOTH - Zos Kia Cultus (oympic) 


MASTERPLAN - Masterplan (aru) 


CORPORATION 187 - Perfection In Pain (éarache) 


KAMELOT - Epica (sanctuary) 


POTSONBLACK - Escapexstacy (century Media) 
ARTENSION - New Discovery (frontiers) 


stuff at that, including ‘Hush’ by Mark |, ‘Black 
Night’, ‘Child In Time’ and ‘Strange Kind Of 
Woman’ from Mark II and then ‘Smoke On The 
Water’, ‘Burn’ and ‘Stormbringer’, the later with 
Bolin footage, although the music is the album 
track, presumably because most of the time with 
Bolin, the band couldn't rub two groupies together. 
Curiously, the Mark III stuff, with a fine rock 'n 
rolling-looking Glenn Hughes and David Coverdale, 
have the band performing in front of what | gather 
is Ritchie's Rainbow rainbow. Also on board, lots 
of soloing from Ritchie, an ace drum solo from 
Paice and the explanation from Lord that the band 
was called that because ‘Deep Purple’ (an old easy 
listening song) was Ritchie's grandmother's 
favourite song 
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SAGA 


Silhouette (sv) 

Everything you need to know about Saga is on this 
long-awaited DVD (including info on some - some 
- of the business hassles), Silhouette being split 
sensibly into three sections - all the videos, ten live 
tracks and then extensive, high concept interview 
segments with everybody on pret’ near all the sub- 
jects. The scary part hit right away, and that of 
course would be Michael Sadler's impressive 
flavour-saving moustache. The horror continues 
through video shots of the band wearing every 
‘80s fashion disaster imaginable, most of these 
seldom seen production videos being the usual 
mix of live footage and half-baked concepts. The 
live stuff is awesome, capturing the band's sense 
of simmering drama and then the interviews 
become the icing on the cake, points reinforced 
with appropriate stills, the band's humour, sense 
of irony but also at times, their self-importance 
shining through, something that perhaps is a func- 
tion of the rich settings and lighting thereof in 
which the band is captured, over five months in 
four countries. All told, a beautiful, clear-headed, 
focused job. 


Martin Popoff............+ 


LOUDNESS 
Live Biosphere DVD 


(Tokuma Communications) 

A public service announcement for those people 
that spend big bucks on importing metal from 
Japan. As the second live DVD in less than a year 
from Loudness, Live Biosphere offers up a few 
interesting bits for the hardcore fans but is hardly 
worth shelling out for unless you're a fanatic. Of 
the 18 tracks offered, 11 appeared on their too- 
recent Pandemonium Tour DVD, all of ‘em set sta- 
ples such as ‘Crazy Doctor’, 'In The Mirror’ and 
closing blast 'S.D,|,', But, to be fair, the sound on 
Live Biosphere and the camera work are far supe- 
rior to their last outing, which was simply atro- 
cious. Probably has something to do with the fact 
this was aired as a one-off TV special in Asia. The 
band puts in a top notch performance, as always, 
making for a decent enough outing, but it's hard- 
ly necessary at this point. 


Cap BG gal cia ievcincsincnscnainincerniaie nad! 


THE GATHERING 


In Motion DVD (century Media) 

The initial DVD offering from the atmospheric 
Dutch quartet comes from their former label, with 
whom they had some problems and invalidated the 
contract. In return, the label has issued this 90 
minute retrospective, culled from The Gathering's 
heyday with Century Media, before they went Pink 
Floyd on us. There are two live performances 
shown here and a pair of promotional videos clev- 
erly sandwiched between the onstage footage. The 
first show is from Dynamo ‘96, in front of 75,000 
countrymen. Sorry guys, the cold weather kept 
Anneke van Giersbergen in baggy cargo pants and 
oversized sweatshirt. The attire frees her to wildly 
dance around the stage, something neither the lat- 
est music nor her present ‘outfits allow. Multiple 
cameras were employed, from overhead shots of 
the massive crowd, to ultra close-ups, where the 
singer's pinpoint pupils are readily noticeable. 
Since this collection was released after The 
Gathering left the label (and presumably without 
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the bands’ consent), there is nothing in the way of 
interviews or behind the scene, band shot cam- 
corder material, the type of stuff de rigueur in 
home videos these days. In the future. hopefully 
the band will rectify that situation, if/when it releas- 
es their own disc. 
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AXEL RUDI PELL 


Knight Treasures DVD (v) 

Double DVD package from a German guitarist with 
a career spanning two decades, only now have 
people started to notice Axel Rudi Pell on these 
shores. The first disc comprises the visual portion 
of the just released, 11 track Knights Live CD. A 
drum above drummer Mike Terrana offers a differ- 
ent perspective on the drum solo and Terrana (who 
also sits behind the stool for Rage) is a wild man 
The other visually stunning moment in the live 
footage is a clearly discernible "camel toe’ on one 
of the female back-up singers! The second disc 
Offers the true fans (especially the long starving US 
contingent, who can't get any news about the 
man/band) a complete retrospective. A lengthy 
interview with Pell, in sepia tones, is augmented by 
colour pop-ups of old promotional photos, album 
covers and the occasional guitar pick-shaped pic- 
tures. The brief interview with Pell's manager is 
Subtitled, while the comments by fans at the 
Bochum show are totally in the native tongue. A 
pair of old music videos is also included. The DVD 
is coded for PAL regions, so it will not play in most 
North American DVD players, but is viewable via a 
computer DVD-ROM. 


Mark Gromen 


KILLER DWARFS 


Reunion Of Scribes Live 2001 


DVD (bullseye Records) 

These days Canada's hard rock scene seems to be 
represented by Rush and Sebastian Bach, but there 
was a time not long ago where squeezed in 
between Rush's prog rock power and Sebastian's 
glitter, that the country was ruled by Dwarfs. The 
early ‘80s saw the Dwarfs invade Canada via Much 
Music and radio, In late '87, they landed on Iron 
Maiden's sold-out tour of Great Britain and in '92 
the Dwarfs set the bar high every night on the Skid 
Row/Pantera tour. Nirvana let the air out of the 
band's balloon and by 1995 the Dwarfs were say- 
ing farewell with a few close friends in a Toronto 
club. But in 2001, the Killer Dwarfs came back to 
celebrate the 20th anniversary of the band's incep- 
tion. The classic" line-up featuring Russ "Dwarf" 
Graham (vocals), drummer Darrell "Dwarf" Millar, 
guitarist Mike "Dwarf" Hall and bassist Ronald "Bad 
Ronbo Dwarf" Mayer took the stage at Toronto's 
The Docks - simply put - BIG songs, BIG Sound, 
BIG performance and mostly BIG FUN! 
www.killerdwarfs.com, 


Mitch Lafon 


NEUROSIS 


A Sun That Never Sets DVD (relapse) 
Now this is more like it. With the plethora of metal 
DVDs out there that lack visual and cinematic 
integrity, along comes this visually intriguing 
feast. Neurosis were always known for dabbling 
with the visual arts in the past, whether it would be 
through their live projections or self-filmed visual 
clips. This DVD release is the visual companion to 
their Sun That Never Sets CD; every song off said 
album is given the visual treatment. It's arty, 
abstract, hypnotic, the superimposed images, 
interspersed and blended with subdued shots of 
the band performing. Overall, blended together as 
a whole, this thing contains a powerful, almost 
Tool-like resonance with some distinct, ambigu- 
ous images (see ‘The Tide’, ‘From The Hill’ and 
‘Crawl Back In') making quite the aesthetic impact. 
Although this doesn't have many extra features 
(no need for any band interviews or photos) - the 
only one being an experiment in sound via 
Neurosis' alter ego, Tribes Of Neurot - this DVD 
presentation is unparalleled and untouchable 
compared to what other metal bands present as an 
excuse for a DVD release. 
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OUND By Aaron Small 


The Brave Underground uncovers the world of unsigned and unheard bands, as well as giving constructive criticism and/or deserving praise to the 
starving musicians who submit their CD’s to our hungry ears. Music (please include two copies of the demo and band bio if possible) and all pertinent 
info can be sent to BRAVE WORDS & BLOODY KNUCKLES, c/o The Brave Underground © 368 Yonge St., Toronto, Ontario, M5B 1$5 


REVOLVER - ReVOLVeR 

3886 Chesswood Dr. Downsview, Ont M3J 2W6 Canada 

Online: www.revolvertv.com Email: revolver@rogers.com 

Juno Award winner and former vocalist for Slik Toxik, Nick 
Walsh is back with his new band - Revolver. Self described as 
“melodic rock with a tenacious vigor,” a more fitting tag line is 
difficult to come by. Feel good music to face the future with, 
Nick’s voice is golden; possessing strength, warmth and range, 
everything a great singer should have. The guitar tandem of 
Coxy and Lincoln really know how to get the most out of their 
magical riffs, of which there are several. Laurie Anne and 
Sheldon Thomas (bass and drums) supply the steady groove 
underneath, Since receiving this disc, | have played it virtually 
non-stop; Revolver is ready to kick-start rock and rid us of the 
crap currently polluting the airwaves. ................4 9) 


CIRCLE OF NERO ~ BRUtaL HaRvest Demo 

PO Box 1594, Stafford, VA 22555 USA 

Online: www.circleotnero.com Email: jake@eircleofnero.com 

Heavily influenced by Disturbed and Godsmack, Circle Of Nero 
promises a “bloodbath,” but a bruising is the more realistic end 
result. This five song EP previews the full-length due later this 
year. ‘Bloodplay’ and ‘Stigmata’ are heavy with solid drumming, 
down-tuned guitars and multi-faceted vocals. Aggression 
mounts as the songs progress; however the boiling point is 
never quite reached. ‘Serial X’ takes a sharp turn with its pro- 
Gressive elements. ‘Scattered Remains’ is the darkest of the 
bunch and not too far from Alice Cooper's recent material. The 
final, and best track, ‘Time Is The Killer’ spirals off into a Devin 
Townsend direction, showcasing originality and talent. The cir- 
cumference of the circle is wide yet wonderful. .......... 7 


GIVEN - THe SOUL Reason 

PO Box 276159, San Antonio, TX 78227-6159 USA 

Online: www.givenmusic.org Email: matt-bir@texas.net 
Straight-forward, dynamic, driven ‘70s rock that is the vision of 
Matt Steele - the man behind Given. Building an in-home studio 
where The Soul Reason was recorded, handling the production 
duties himself, as well as singing, playing guitar and bass, Matt 
threw everything he had and more into this CD. Good friend Fred 
Michalezak played drums on each of the ten tracks. Since com- 
pleting the album, Steele has fleshed out his band and is ready 
to tour, Unfortunately there won't be droves of people flocking 
to the shows, barely a handful, as this music lacks excitement. 
There's nothing really wrong with any of the songs, except for 
the'fact that they are easily forgettable, Matt's in desperate need 
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X-SISTER Z - X5Z 


3500 Univ. Blvd. N. Apt 502, Jacksonville, FL 32277 USA 

Online: wwmw.xsisterz.com Email: synv@xsisterz.com 

“Growing up as a transgender individual in a society that doesn’t 
take too kindly to differences,” Syn V, also known as Synthia 
Volaire (lead vocals, programming, sequences) has a lot of angst, 
tension and resentment to vent. Industrial-based electronic metal 
deriving its sound from Rammstein, Marilyn Manson and Rob 
Zombie, X-Sister Z are freaky, fringe living, darkness-loving cast- 
outs that have come together to purge their collective conscience 
through song. ‘Flesh’ was not the best choice to begin the CD as 
it's rather droning and goes on for too long. ‘Androgenous’ is 
more upbeat complete with samples defining what it means to be 
a transvestite. Image is as important as sound with this band, 
SAUVAOUAIOOUISION.).;. ./.\- ++ oh-teeenWeeriermeriaenen i. vie7s, «1 6 


DAUNTLESS - MopeRN Wa¥s OF DisciPLine 
Vaakamestarinpolku 2 B 19, 00750 Helsinki, Finland 
Online: htip;//come.to/dauntless Email: santeri.salmi@pp. inet fi 
Dauntless focus on technicality, speed and brutality in their 
. thrashing death metal. Students of both the American and 
European extreme scenes, this quartet are well aware of what has 
come before them and make a resolute attempt not to emulate it. 
This is the band’s fifth demo and it shows; the skills of all involved 
have been honed to a tee. Opting for well thought song structure 
rather than all out manic insanity is a point in the group's favour. 
Each song sees a multitude of changes, thereby always keeping 
the listener's attention. The ferocious grunting/screaming vocal 
delivery of Ari Nieminen is almost perfect through these five 
songs, but ten just might be too much. ..............4 7.5 


7TH NEMESIS - PROmotional CD 

150 Avenue Pierre Brossolette - 94170 Le Perreux, France 

Online: www. 7thnemesis.tr.st Email: seventhnemesis@yahoo.com 

The shift in style from the full-out death metal of the first two 
songs, and even the beginning of the third, to the dramatic, nar- 
rated theatrics more at home in power/progressive metal is 
almost unbelievable. Plagued by too much guitar squealing, 
especially in ‘Omega Delt aie Cold feel throughout the 
entire disc, 7th Nemesis are guilty of overdoing it. Stating their 
purpose as “reflecting humanity's violent nature by dropping the 
useless masks of normality, to spread the venom of deliques- 
cence and spew forth our disgust, to pervert and denaturise the 
foundations of civilization,” this quintet have put far too much 
thought into it all and effectively have buried their heads up their 
own asses, ..... 


JOHNNY LOKKE - EaRLY Warning 

1612 SW Cheyenne Hills Rd. Topeka, KS 66604 USA 

Online: www.johnnylokke.com Email: john@johnnylokke.com 

Another do-it-yourself six-stringer, Johnny Lokke is responsible 
for the whole ball of wax, except the drums. Looking back to the 
‘80s a la Keel and Judas Priest, Lokke is equally adept on guitar 
and vocals - a rarity to say the least. Hitting the high notes in true 
Halford fashion and whittling the wood of his guitar away with 
performances ranging from chunky to flashy to rocking, these 12 
originals come from a man who plays for the love of music, not 
to get chicks, cars or cash. Melodies that can only be created by 
a mature musician take us down a path that’s been traveled 
before; no new ground is broken here, but it’s still pleasurable. 
For the next release, the quality of the artwork could be taken up 
ANOLON OMMWORNOUGMME MTN sire. cuts sae nes cabal 6.5 


ETERNAL SILENCE - THe Dawninc OF CHa0s 
PO Box 429, New London, WI 54961 USA 

Online: www.eternaldeath,com Email: eternalsilence@charter net 
Typical, guttural death metal growls sum up the vocal dept. 
Musically, ‘Global Castration’ seems pretty ordinary (fast and 
boisterous), until just before the four minute mark when it goes 
into a slowed breakdown, the way Testament have made 
famous. After a minute of perking your ears it’s back to the old 
headbanging. The blasé beginning of ‘Left To Die’ gives way toa 
pumped up, quick tempo track that becomes too repetitive 
before its end. ‘Fading, Inside’ starts off as casually dull and 
never really goes anywhere. ‘Consumed By Darkness’ could 
have potential but the overall sound is not even close to being 
brutal enough. Huffy production added to insipid songwriting 
equals just another demo. .. 2.0... .6. 0000s eee eee 4 
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THE FURNACE - Beyond WHat’s Become 
18413 N. 56th Ln. Glendale, AZ 85308 USA 

Online: www.the-furnace.com Email: band@the-turnace.com 

With an enhanced CD featuring the video for ‘Look Down Upon 
Me’, The Furnace has released a very professional product. A lit- 
tle remixing, a few touch-ups and it's ready for retail. Obviously 
following in the footsteps of Nickleback, Theory Of A Deadman 
and Creed, finding fans shouldn’t be a problem for Canadian 
born frontman Dave Armstrong. Lush, rich tones along with 
bright harmonies and modern melodies earned the band the title 
of “Best Hard Rock/Metal Act Of Arizona 2002." Numerous sin- 
gles are contained within these 12 songs, although covering ‘I 
Ran’ by A Flock Of Seagulls is a rather strange choice, even if it 
works, It's only a matter of time before this band is known 
MAtONWIUG:,... 00 ccnghterailaiaie os + o oR « cleinred 8 


INDESINENCE - Ecstatic LetHarcy 

Flat 1, 63 Argyle Road, London W13 OLW UK 

Email: indesinence@hotmail.com 

Funeral-like blackened death doom from the UK, Indesinence are 
setting themselves up for something grand. But instead of tak- 
ing inspiration from the obvious (i.e. early Anathema/My Dying 
Bride), this four piece are into total Disembowelment worship. 
With three tracks clocking in at 23 minutes (with the first track 
being a 40 second intro) the heaving atmospheric vibes are what 
carry the songs forth, creating the elusive aura that 
Disembowelment and Gothic-era Paradise Lost had, boiling it all 
up into one unforgettable descent towards the depths. You have 
been warned. 
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The following schedule reflects North American street dates. Overseas release dates are specified by country of origin. Some of the following releases are available in other territories at an earlier date than listed, 


WEY SLEEP UNDE NNE NON NEES ENON NON PONNUENN NESE SsadIgsgggassssssgggeaeawwww 
WHY EE SRASRGRRATE RRS SSRRRGSRRGSRAGEEREREERESEESUUEY peas a 363 


Legend: (re) - designates a catalogue title reissued; (re + ?) - reissue plus specified bonus tracks; (L) - live CD; 


INFERNAL SUFFERING 
LANFEAR 
NECROPHAGIA 
SAGA 

Voivoo 

UNDER THREAT 
MOTLEY CRUE 

THE OSBOURNES. 
OLIVER/DAWSON SAXON 
DARKTHRONE 
PLATITUDE 

CRADLE OF FILTH 
GOD DETHRONED 
EVENT 

EVERGREY 

40 GRIT 

MACHINE HEAD 
RUNEMAGICK 
LULLACRY 
NEURAXIS 
AUTOPSY 

OPETH 
CARPATHIAN FOREST 
DAWN OF RELIC 
SAGA 

YATTERING, 

THE HAUNTED 
HEARSE 

IMPIOUS 

SEVERE TORTURE 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
GUARDIANS OF THE FLAME 
DRAGONFORCE 
GOTTHARD 
MOTORHEAD 

MY DYING BRIDE 
ANNIHILATOR 
ANDROMEDA 
CARNAL FORGE 
DRIVE SHE SAID 
THE CAGE 

THE CAGE 

THE CAGE 

EVEREVE 
HARMONY 
HELHEIM 
OMNIUM GATHERUM 
BLAZE 

IMMERSED IN BLOOD 
MARDUK 
EMPEROR 

BRICK BATH 

DEEP PURPLE 

TED NUGENT 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
MOTLEY CRUE 
BOBNOXIOUS 

THE HEAVILS 
TOURNIQUET 
MELECHESH 
KATATONIA 
MICHAEL KELLY SMITH 
SUMMER DYING 
MENIKETTI 
SAVIOUR MACHINE 
FOR MY PAIN 
SUPERFLY 69 
SLAYER 
BACKDRAFT 
DREAM EVIL 
AGHORA 
DIABOLICUM. 
NORDVARGR 
ASTROQUEEN 
ETERNA 
SPINECAST 
UNEARTHLY 
NICODEMUS 
CARNAL LUST 
PERISHED 

WHILE HEAVEN WEPT 
QUEENSRYCHE 
CANDLEMASS 
MAZE OF TORMENT 
STRYPER 

RPWL 

FERRIGNO, LEAL, KUPRU 
MATTSSON 

FATES WARNING 
ALTARIA 

NEIL TURBIN 
ENSLAVED 
LEUKORRHEA 
CHILDREN OF BODOM 
FURTHEST ASHORE 


(OST) - soundtrack; (V) - VHS video; (DVD) - Digital Video Disc, (PV) - PAL Video; (ROM)= CD RO! 


Supreme Knowledge Remain 
The Art Effect 

The Divine Art Of Torture 
Silhouette (DVD) 

Voivod 

Behind Mankinds Disguise 
Greatest Hits (re) 

The First Season (Uncensored) (DVD) 
It’s Alive 

Hate Them 

Secrets Of Life 

Damnation And A Day 

Into The Lungs Of Hell 
Scratching At The Surface 
Recreation Day 

Nothing to Remember 

Live At Brixton 

Darkness Death Doom 
Crucify My Heart 

Truth Beyond 

‘Mental Funeral - Definitive Edition (+) 
Still Life - Definitive Edition 
Defending The Throne Of Evil 
Lovecraftian Dark 

Marathon 

Genocide 

Caught On Tape (OVO) 
Dominion Reptilian 

The Killer 

Misanthropic Carnage 
Mullet Years: Rockers 

Mullet Years: Power Ballads 
Under A Savage Sky 

Valley Of The Damned 
Human Zoo (+) 

Complete Best Of 

Like Gods Of The Sun (re) 
Double Live Annihilation 


The More You Suffer 
Real Life 


Displeased 
Massacre 
Season Of Mist 
SPV 
Chophouse 
Conquest 
Hip-O/UME 
Miramax 
Angel Air 
Moonfog 
Scarlet 
Epic/Sony 
Metal Blade 
InsideOut 
InsideOut 
Metal Blade 
Roadrunner 
Aftermath 


Century Media Europe 


Morbid/SPV 
Peaceville UK 
Peaceville UK 

Season Of Mist 

Season Of Mist 

SPV 
Candlelight 
Earache 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Universal 
Universal 


Cult Metal Classics Greece 


JVC Japan 
JVC Japan 

JVC Japan 
Snapper 
AFM/The End 
Century Media 
Century Media 


Frontiers/Now & Then UK 


Darker Than Black ‘Massacre 
Unveiled (re) Massacre 
Astrology (re) Massacre 
Enetics: 1 Orgys Of Massenjoyment. Massacre 
Dreaming Awake Massacre 
Yersina Pestis Massacre 
Spirits And August Light Rage Of Achilles UK 
AS LIVE As It Gets SPV 
killing Season Arctic Music 
World Funeral Blooddawn 
Scattered Ashes - A Decade Of Emperial Wrath Candlelight 
Rebuilt Crash 
Concerto For Group & Orchestra (DVD) EMI 
Full Bluntal Nugity Live (DVD) EMI 
Too Fast For Love (ve) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Shout At The Devil (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Theatre Of Pain (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Girls, Girls, Girls (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Dr, Feelgood (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Métley Criie (re) Hip-O/UME 
Generation Swine - Explicit (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Generation Swine - Clean (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Supersonic & Demonic Relics - Explicit (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Supersonic & Demonic Relics - Clean (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Live: Entertainment Or Death - Explicit (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Live; Entertainment Or Death - Clean (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
New Tattoo - Explicit (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
New Tattoo - Clean (re) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Métley Crile (re) Hip-O/UME 
VH1 Behind The Music (DVD) (re) Hip-O/UME 
Lewd, Criied & Tattooed (DVD) (+) Hip-O/UME 
Bobnoxious Shitnotic 
debut CD Metal Blade 
Where Moth and Rust Destroy Metal Blade 
Sphynx Osmose Productions 
Viva Emptiness Peaceville 
Razamanaz Perris 
One Last Taste Of Temptation Dark symphonies 
live Avex Japan 
Live in Deutschland 2002 Massacre 
Fallen Spinefarm 
Dummy Of The Day ‘AFM Germany 
War At The Warfield (DVD) American 
Here To Save You Alll Candlelight 
Evilized Century Media 
Formless Code 666 
The Dark Blood Rising Code 666 
Awaken Code 666 
Into Submission Crash 
Tera Nova Crash 
Go Forth And Mutilate Crash 
infernum-Prelude To A New Reign Crash 


The Supernatural Omnibus 
Whore Of Violence 

Seid 

Of Empires Forlorn 

Classic Masters 

Doomed For Live - Reunion 2002 
The Unmarked Graves 

Seven 

Stock 

Promised Land Lion Music 
Power Games 

The View From Here (DVD) 
Invitation 

Threatcon Delta 

Live Retaliation 

Hatefucked And Tortured (re) 
Hate Crew Deathroll 

Chronicles Of Hethenesse 


Dark Symphonies 
Diamond Productions 


Displeased 
Eibon 
EMI 


GMR Music Group 


Hellspawn 
Hollywood 
InsideOut 
Lion Music 
Lion Music 
Metal Blade 
‘Metal Heaven 


Metal Mayhem Music 
Metal Mind Productions 


Morbid 


Motor Music Germany 


Napalm 


0.00 to co NNN = 


RIVENDELL 
VINDSVAL 

ORDO DRACONIS 
FLOODLAND: 
CALEDONIAN 

MENHIR 

NATTVIND, 

THE DEFACED 
AUTOPSY 

AUTOPSY 
DARKTHRONE 
DARKTHRONE 
KATATONIA 
PENTAGRAM 

SKYCLAD 

BLAZING ETERNITY 
SHEOLGEENNA, 

THE RAVENOUS 
GOREROTTED. 
SUBTERRANEAN SOURCE 
ABORTED 

Zz TOP 

SEVEN WITCHES. 
DEGREE ABSOLUTE 
‘SEA OF GREEN 
LUEN-TA 

THE SPHERICAL MINDS 
MARC FERRARI 


Ancient Glory 
Imperium Grotesque 

Wing & The Burden 

Decay 

Acolyte 

Ziuwarl 

Subuniverse 

Karma In Black 

‘Mental Funeral (re) 

Severed Survival (re) 

Soulside Journey (re) 

Blaze In The Northern Sky (re) 
Brave Yester Days: A Kompendium 
Riders On The Storm 
ASemblance Of Normality 
‘AWorld To Drown In 

The Dark Chambers 

Three On A Meathook (MCD) 


Mutilated In Minutes-Severed In Seconds 


Vivid Circles 


Goremageddon: The Saw And The Carnage Done 


Chrome, Smoke & BBQ (Box) 
Passage To The Other Side 
Degree Absolute 

Chemical Vacation 

Ghost Area 

The Spherical Minds 

Lights Camera Action! 


igi) Digipack; (Box) - Box Set; (LP) - vinyl; (PLP) picture disc vinyl; 


Napalm 
Napalm 

Napalm. 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm. 

Napalm 

Nuclear Blast 

Peaceville UK 

Peaceville UK 

Peace 

Peaceville UK 

Peaceville UK 

Peaceville UK 

Plastic Head 

Prophecy Productions 
Rawforce/Mighty Music 
Red Stream 
Relapse 
Relapse 
Repulse 
Rhino 
Sanctuary 
Sensory /The Laser's Edge 
The Music Cartel 
Thundering 

Thundering 

Z Records 


OVERKILL 

DEVIN TOWNSEND BAND 
THE GATHERING 
STEEL ATTACK 

1349 

MORTIIS 

CYDONIA 
AETURNUS 

VOID 

CRYPTOPSY 
LULLACRY 

THE KOVENANT 
DEFECATION 
EIDOLON 

FEAR FACTORY 
RED WINE 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
RICK BENSTROM 
OPETH 

SETHIAN 
CHIMAIRA 

SOUL DEMISE 
GODSPLAGUE 
IMPENDING DOOM 
DARK MOOR 
STORMWIND. 

CULT OF LUNA 
USURPER 
SEBASTIAN BACH 
DIO 

NARNIA 
TO/DIE/FOR 

VITAL REMAINS 
BRET MICHAELS. 
MORTICIAN 

THE OLD DEAD TREE 
BLACK LABEL SOCIETY 
uP 

NOTHINGFACE 
DGM 

PRETTY MAIDS 
TNT. 

FAIRYLAND. 

LIQUID SUNDAY 
ROB ROCK'S RAGE OF CREATION 
KONKHRA 

CIRCLE II CIRCLE 
BATHORY 
REBELLION 

STAR ONE 

STAR ONE 
DARKSEED 
BAL-SAGOTH 
LIDDELL, RUSH & THRALL 
EDGUY 

LEADFOOT 
MEGADETH 

LYNCH MOB 
CIRCLE OF DEAD CHILDREN 
RAKOTH 

SEPSISM. 

HESS 

KHYMERA 
PRAYING MANTIS 
SOULREAPER 
DEAD SOUL TRIBE 
MICHAEL HARRIS 
SOUTHERN GENTLEMEN 
DAVID T. CHASTAIN 
JOE STUMP 
EMPIRE 
CATAMENIA 
ARMORED SAINT 
GAMMA RAY 
MOD. 

ENSLAVED. 
DARKTHRONE 
DARKTHRONE 
GOATWHORE 
QUIREBOYS 

SPIKE 


Killbox 13 

Accelerated Evolution 
Souvenirs 

Predator Of The Empire 
Liberation 

The Smell Of Rain (remix) 
The Dark Flower 

A Darker Monument 
Posthuman 

None So Live 

Crucify My Heart 

S.ET1 (The Search For...) 
intention Surpassed 

Sacred Shrine (re) 
B-Sides/Remixes 

Suefios y Locura 

‘Metal By Metal (DVD) 

new CD 

Damnation 

In To The Silence 

The Impossibility of Reason 
In Vain 

The Shovel 

Beyond The Altar Of Obscurity 
Between Light And Darkness 
Rising Symphony 

The Beyond 

Twilight Dominion 

Forever Wild - Live In Concert (DVD) 


Evil Or Devine? - Live In Concert (OVD) 


The Great Fall 

Jaded 

Dechristianize 

Songs Of Life 

Darkest Day Of Horror 
The Nameless Disease 
The Blessed Hellride 
Wicked Underground 
Skeletons 

Hidden Place 

Alive At Last 

Taste 

Of Wars In Osyrhia 

Liquid Sunday 

Eyes Of Eternity 

Reality Check 

Watching In Silence 
Nordland {i 

Born A Rebel 

Live On Earth (+ 2CD) 

Live On Earth (DVD) 
Astral Adventures 

new CD 

Lay Down The Law 

live CD 

We Drink For Free 

Peace Sells... (DVD Audio) 
REvohution 

Human Harvest 

Tiny Deaths 

To Prevail In Disgust 

Just Another Day 

new CD 

The Journey Never Ends 
Life Eraser 

A Murder Of Crows 
Hurricane X 

Double Your Pleasure 
Instrumental Variations (re) 
Guitar Dominance (re) 
Trading Souls 

new CD 

‘Symbol Of Salvation - 3CD (re) (+) 
Skeletons In The Closet 
The Rebel You Love To Hate 
Below The Lights 

Under A Funeral Moon (re) 
Transilvanian Hunger (re) 
Funeral Dirge For the Rotting Sun 
Live (CD/DVD) 

It’s A Treat To Be Alive 


EMI 

InsideOut 

Psychonaut 

Arise 

Candlelight 

Earache 

Metal Blade Europe 

Nocturnal Art 

Nocturnal Art Norway 

Century Media 

Century Media 

Nuclear Blast 

Nuclear Blast 

Perris 

Roadrunner 

Arise 

Black Mark 

Mascot 

Music For Nations 

Spinefarm 

Roadrunner 
Chaos Theory 

Voice Of Life 

Voice Of Life 

Arise 

Massacre 

Earache 

Earache 

EMI 

EMI 

Nuclear Blast 

Nuclear Blast 

Olympic 

Poor Boy 

Relapse 

Season Of Mist 

Spitfire 

Spitfire 

VT 

Marquee/Avalon Japan 

JVC Japan 

Marquee/Avalon Japan 

Arise 

Addiction 

Massacre 

SPV 

AFM Germany 

Black Mark 

Hammerheart 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

Massacre 

Nuclear Blast 

ZUK 

AFM 

Candlelight 

Capitol 

Deadline Music 

Displeased 

Elitist 

From Beyond Productions 

Frontiers/Now 8 Then UK 

Frontiers/Now & Then UK 

Frontiers/Now & Then UK 

Hammerheart 

InsideOut 

Leviathan 

Leviathan 

Leviathan 

Leviathan 

Lion Music 

Massacre 

Metal Blade 

Noise 

Nuclear Blast 

Osmose 

Peaceville 

Peaceville 

Rotten 

Sanctuary 

Sanctuary 


SAXON 
PARADISE LOST 
FLESHGRIND 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
SEVEN WISHES 


Steamhammer 
Strange Fruit 

United Guttural Records 
Versailles 

Z Records 


Stallions Of The Highway (DVD) 
BBC Sessions 

Destined For Defilement (re) 
Best Of Both Worlds: VH Tribute 
Code Of Honour 


JEFF SCOTT SOTO 
TALISMAN 
ANTHEMON 

AL ATKINS 
CALLENISH CIRCLE 
CHINCHILLA 
HELLOWEEN 
THERION 
THYRANE 
NAGLFAR 
SOLEFALD 
FOREST STREAM 
QUEENSRYCHE 
QUEENSRYCHE 
QUEENSRYCHE 
QUEENSRYCHE 
SOILWORK 

LAMB OF GoD 
ANTHRAX 
EVEMASTER 
SINISTER 
QUEENSRYCHE 
QUEENSRYCHE 
‘QUEENSRYCHE 
ENTOMBED 

RED TERRIER 
DYSRHYTHMIA 
REDEMPTION 
TAROT 

MARTY FRIEDMAN 
ANTHEM 
BALANCE OF POWER 
GRAVE DIGGER 
BLOODFLOWERZ 
END OF GREEN 
LED ZEPPELIN 
LED ZEPPELIN 
LED ZEPPELIN 
IO 

PASSENGER 
SOULLESS 

EPHEL DUATH 
GORETRADE 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
DESTRUCTION. 
SECTION A 
TAKARA 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
WINTERLONG 
POWERGOD 
TOTENMOND 
KING'S X 

SEVEN TEN 
GORGOROTH 
GREAT DECEIVER 
ELEND 

DYING FETUS 
NASUM 
RUNNING WILD 
AGENT STEEL 
SEPULTURA 


Live At The Gods 2002 


Nexus Japan 
Cats And Dogs 


Nexus Japan 


Arcanes Thundering 
Heavy Thoughts Market Square UK 
My Passion, Your Pain ‘Metal Blade 
Madtropolis Metal Blade 


Rabbit Don't Come Easy Nuclear Blast 


new CD Nuclear Blast 
Hypnotic Spinefarm 
Sheol Century Media 
in Harmonia Universali Century Media 
Tears Of Mortal Solitude Elitist 
Queensryche EP (re) (+) EMI 
The Warning (re) (+) EMI 
Rage For Order (re) (+) EMI 
Operation: Mindcrime (re) (+) EMI 
Figure Number Five Nuclear Blast 
As The Palaces Burn Prosthetic 


We've Come For You All sanctuary 
Wither Low Frequency 
Savage Or Grace? Nuclear Blast 
Empire (re) (+) EMI 
Promised Land (re) (+) EMI 
Hear in The New Frontier (re) (+) EMI 
inferno Music For Nations 
Dogs Of War Rebel Knight 
Pretest Relapse 
Redemption Sensory 
Suffer Our Pleasures Spinefarrn 


Music For Speeding Favored Nations 


live CD JVC/Victor Japan 
Heathen Machine Massacre 
Rheingold Nuclear Blast 
7 Benedictions/7 Maledictions Silverdust 
Last Night On Earth Silverdust 
How The West Was Won (3CD) Atlantic 
How The West Was Won Atlantic 
How The West Was Won (2DVD) Atlantic 
Stand Up And Shout: The DIO Anthology Rhino 
Passenger Century Media 
Agonys Lament Crash 
The Painter's Palette Elitist 
new CD. From Beyond Productions 


JOURNEY Tribute 
Alive Devastation 


Frontline Brazil} 
King Records Japan 


The Seventh Sign Lion Music 
Eternity: Best Of (re) Lion Music 
ULLJON ROTH Tribute Lion Music 
SCORPIONS Tribute Lion Music 
The Second Coming Lion Music 
Practice What You Preach/That's Metal. Massacre 
new CD Massacre 
Black Like Sunday ‘Metal Blade 
debut CD ‘Metal Mayhem 


Twilight Of The Idols (In Conspiracy.) Nuclear Blast 


Terror Incognito Peaceville 
new CD Prophecy Productions 
Stop At Nothing Relapse 
Helvete Relapse 
20 Years In History (DVD) Sanctuary 
Order Of The Illuminati Scarlet 
Roorback SPV 


SKINLESS 
CANVAS SOLARIS. 
METALLICA, 

MYSTIC PROPHECY 
TIDFALL 
NEVERMORE 
CLUTCH 

KALMAH 

BOB CATLEY 

GLENN HUGHES 

AS | LAY DYING 
BRAINSTORM 
QUEENSRYCHE 
LEUKORRHEA, 

JOE LYNN TURNER 
TWISTED TOWER DIRE 
SPINESHANK. 

TYPE O NEGATIVE 
NIGHTWISH 
PISSING RAZORS 


From Sacrifice To Survival Relapse 
Spatial/Design EP Tribunal 
St, Anger Elektra/Wamer 


Regressus Nuclear Blast 
Jaded Nuclear Blast 
Enemies Of Reality Century Media 
Live At The Googolplex Megaforce 
Swampsong Spinefarm 
When Empires Burn Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Songs in The Key Of Rock Frontiers/Now & Then UK 


Frail Words Collapse ‘Metal Blade 
new CD Metal Blade 
new CD ‘Metal-ts/Sanctuary 
Breeding Salvation Morbid 


new CD 
Crest Of The Martyrs 


MTM Sweden 
Remedy Records 


Violent Mood Swings Roadrunner 
The Dream Is Dead Roadrunner 
The End Of innocence (OVD) Spinefarm 
Evolution Spitfire 


JULY 


ANTHEM 
IVANHOE 

ASGAROTH 

BLACK LABEL SOCIETY 
BRITNY FOX 


new DVD JVC/Victor Japan 
new CD. Massacre 
Red Shift Peaceville 
Broozed, Boozed & Broken-Boned (DVD) Spitfire 
Heavy Elements Spitfire 


AUGUST 


DEEP PURPLE 
MISERY INDEX 
EXTOL 


FLESHORIND 
MY DYING BRIDE 


new CD Spitfire 
Retaliate Nuclear Blast 
Idiosyncratic Syner Century Media 
Murder without Ema Century Media 
new CD Peacevile UK 


SEPTEMBER 


ZYKLON 
MORBID ANGEL. 
DISMEMBER 
THE CROWN 
EIDOLON 
NIGHTMARE 
HEAVENLY 
DEW-SCENTED 
DIMMU BORGIR 
GRAVEWORM 
BLOOD OF CHRIST 
ICED EARTH 
RHAPSODY 


Aeon Candlelight UK 
new CD Earache 
Where Ironcrosses Grow Hammerheart 
new CD ‘Metal Blade 
Apostles Of Defiance Metal Blade Europe 
Silent Room Napalm 
new CD Noise 
new CD Nuclear Blast 
new CD Nuclear Blast 
new CD Nuclear Blast 
Breed Of Chaos Skyscraper 
The Glorious Burden Steamhammer/SPV 
new CD Steamhammer 


NOVEMBER 4 


VARIOUS ARTISTS 


Back in Baroque/String Trib. To AC/DC Vitamim 


2004 


fall 


fall 


fall 


sum 
sum 


Forthcom 


ANNIHILATOR 
AT VANCE 

CIRCLE Hi CIRCLE 
EDGUY 

HIN ONDE 

SLAYER 

BURNER 

DENATA 

KULT OV AZAZEL 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
ANCIENT WISDOM, 
‘AS DIVINE GRACE 
DARK SANCTUARY 
DIABLERIE 

ENOCHIAN CRESCENT 
EVOKEN 
FRAGILEHOLLOW 
GODKILLER 
MORTUARY DRAPE 
STROMMHOUSHELD 
TORMENTOR 
VARIOUS ARTISTS. 
BLOOD STAINED DUSK 
BROWN EYE/SATAN’S BAKE SALE 
DEMONCY 
GORELORD 

INVASION 

KISANTH 

OBSCENE EULOGY 
THANATOS 
THORNSPAWN 
ALASTOR 
NUNSLAUGHTER 

AS WE DESTROY 

SOUL OF DARKNESS. 


SAMMY HAGAR 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
XASTHUR 
SOLITUDE AETURNUS 
SOLITUDE AETURNUS 
CENTINEX 
CENTINEX 
CENTINEX 
CENTINEX 
PECCATUM. 

«AND OCEANS, 
‘ARCH ENEMY 
BLIND GUARDIAN 
BLIND GUARDIAN 
BORKNAGAR 
FINNTROLL 

THE FORSAKEN, 
FURY OF FIVE 
GOD FORBID 

JAG PANZER 
KRISIUN. 
MOONSPELL 
MOONSPELL 
SONATA ARCTICA 
SUBZERO 

TIAMAT 
UNLEASHED 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
ALEX MASI 

KEKAL 

HANDFUL OF HATE 
UNMOORED. 

VOID OF SILENCE 
JUDAS PRIEST 
VILKATES 

MESS AGE 
HEALING SIXES 
TWELFTH GATE 
EMERALD. 

NASTY SAVAGE 
ADVERSARY. 
AVERNUS 

CIANIDE 
DECEASED 
PSYCHOMANCER 
ASTRIAAL. 

ANIMUS MUNDI 
AUTUMN TEARS 
MAUDLIN OF THE WELL 
DARK LEGION 
MERENDINE ATOMICHE 
MACABRE 
STORMRIDER 
ILLDISPOSED 
KOLDBORN 
KONKHRA 

DIM MAK 
NOUMENA 
STARGAZER 
TRI-RYCHE 

EVEN SONG 
HOUWITSER 
INTERNAL SUFFERING 
MANEGARM 
MYSTIFIER 
NINNGHIZHIODA 
MESMERIZE 

DIE VERBANNTEN KINDER... 
SATHANAS 

ALIAS EYE 
HEAVEN'S CRY 
ANATA 

CADAVER INC. 
CATHEDRAL 
DEICIDE 

SOCIETY + 

AC/DC 

SPASTIC INK 
DISARRAY 

DREAM THEATER 
PANTERA 

BLACK MASS. 
FARMAKON 
WOLVERINE. 

IRON MAIDEN 
IRON MAIDEN 
MENTAL HORROR 
ANNIHILATOR 
EPOCH OF UNLIGHT 
GREEN CARNATION 
LOVE HISTORY 
NINTH LEVEL. 
NOKTURNAL MORTUM 
SCULPTURED 
O2ZZY OSBOURNE 
OZZY OSBOURNE 
SHADOWMAN 
VOMmITORY 


g Dates Unschedu 


new CD 
‘Only Human 

new DVD 

new CD 

Songs Of Battle 

Soundtracks Of The Apocalypse (BOX) 
new CD. 

Art Of The Insane 

Oculus Infernurn 

Tribute To DARK ANGEL 

And The Physical Shape Of Light Bled 
Bliss 

new CD 

Seraphyde 

Babalon Patralx... 

Quietus 

debut CD 

Deliverance 

new CD 

debut cD 

new CD 

Tribute To MAYHEM 

Dirge Of Death's Silence (re) 
split EP 

Faustian Dawn 

Zombie Suicide Part 666 
Conquered 

Forseen Storms Of The Apocalypse 
debut cD 

Beyond Terror 

new CD 

Face The Barbarian Alastor 
Radio Damnation Pt, 2 

debut EP 

Pain Of The Inner Cry 

Dirty Rotten (re) (+) 

new CD 

‘Metallus Maximus Livus 

Live (DVD) 

‘Masters Of Black Widow 
Nocturnal Poisoning 

The Depths Of Sorrow (re) 
Beyond The Crimson Horizon (re) 
Bloodhunt (re) (+) 
Hellbrigade (re) (+) 
Alleusmaleficarum (re) (+) 
Reborn Through Flames (re) (+) 
new CD 

Dynamic Gallery,./symmetry Of | (re) 
Burning Japan - Live 

new live CD 

new DVD 

new CD 

new CD 

Traces Of The Past 

This Time It’s Personal 

new CD 

Live EP 

Live Armaggedon (DVD) 

new CD 

debut DVD 

Winterheart’s Guild 

Black Snow 

new DVD 

Where No Life Dwells (re) (+) 
Tribute To SLAYER - Vol, 1 & 2 
Eternal Struggle 

new CD 

Vicecrown 

Indefinite Soul-Extension 
new CD 

4-CD Box 

Apocalyptic Millenium 

Self Convicted 

Enormosound 

new CD 

Calling The knights (re) 

new CD 

new CD 

Where The Sleeping Shadows Lie (re) + 
new CD 

The Radiation Years 

new CD 

Renascent Misanthropy 

new CD 

Eclipse 

new CD 

new CD 

Walk Across Fire 

Grim Reality (re) 

new CD 

Kokaiinum - Live 

The Embrace Of Thanatos - Live 
Come Down Cold - Live 

debut cD 

debut cD 

Invocation 

debut cD 

Man's 1st Disobedience 
Embrace Damnation 

Supreme Knowledge Supreme (re) (+) 
Havets Vargar 

‘Tormenting The Holy Trinity (LP) 
Blasphemy (re) (+) 

Off The Beaten Path 

new CD 

Hex Nefarious 

Field Of Names 

Food For Thought Substitute (re) 
new CD 

new CD 

Metamorphosis (1990-1999 A.D.) 
new CD 

Exit Through Fear 

new CD 

Ink Compatible 

Widespread Human/Bleed (re) (+) 
new CD. 

Pantera 4 (DVD) 

To Fly With Demons 

debut cD 

Cold Light Of Monday 

new CD 

Edward The Great (OVD) 
Proclaiming Vengeance 
Waking The Fury 

Caught In The Unlight 

The Writings On The Wall 

new CD 

new CD 

roth Anniversary Box Set 

The Liminal Phase 

Speak Of The Devil (re) 

The Ultimate Sin (re) 

new CD. 

Raped In Their Own Blood (re) 


d Unless Specifi 


AFM 
‘AEM 

AFM 

AFM 

Aftermath Norway 
American 

Arctic Music 

Arctic Music 

Arctic Music 

Arctic Music 
Avantgarde Italy 
Avantgarde Italy 
Avantgarde Italy 
Avantgarde Italy 
‘Avantgarde Italy 
Avantgarde Italy 
Avantgarde Italy 
Avantgarde Italy 
Avantgarde Italy 
Avantgarde italy 
Avantgarde Italy 
Avantgarde Italy 
Baphomet/Necropolis 
Baphomet/Necropolis 
Baphomet/Necropolis 
Baphomet/Necropolis 
Baphomet/Necropolis 
Baphomet/Necropolis 
Baphomet/Necropolis 
Baphomet/Necropolis 
Baphomet/Necropolis 
Barbarian Wrath 
Barbarian Wrath 
Battlezone 

BC. Productions 

Beer City Records 

Beer City Records 
Beyond 

Beyond 

Black Widow 


BloodFireDeath/Redstream 


Brainticket 
Brainticket 
Candlelight UK 
Candlelight UK 
Candlelight UK 
Candlelight UK 
Candlelight UK 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Century Media 
Chavis 
Clenchedfist 
Code666 
Code666 
Codes66 
Columbia 
Connected Germany 
Conquer 

Corazon: 

Crasi 
Crazy Life Music/Shark 
Crook'd Records 
Cursed Productions 
Cursed Productions 
Cursed Productions 
Cursed Productions 
Cursed Productions 
Dark Horizon 
Dark symphonies 
Dark Symphonies 
Dark Symphonies 
Deadsun 
Deadsun 
Decomposed 
Destructive 
Diehard 
Diehard 
Diehard 
Dies Irae Singapore 
Dies Irae Singapore 
Dies Irae Singapore 
Dies Irae Singapore 
Displeased Holland 
Displeased Holland 
Displeased Holland 
Displeased Holland 
Displeased Holland 
Displeased Holland 
Dragonheart 
Draenor 
Drakkar 
DVS Netherlands 
DVS Netherlands, 
Earache 
Earache 
Earache 
Earache 
Earache 
EastWest 
EclecticElectric 
Eclipse 
Elektra 
Elektra 
Elegy 
Elitist 
Elitist, 
EMI 
EMI 
Encore 
The End 
The End 
The End 
The End 
The End 
The End 
The End 
Epic/Sony 
Epic/Sony 
Escape 
Fadeless 


fall 


fall 


fall 


fall 


64 


VOMITORY 

VOMITORY 

NECRO SCHIZMA 

THE EROTICS 
MIDNIGHT ANGEL 

ARK 

STEVE VAI 

STEVE VAI 

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
MUTILATED 

gi SUITE 

AMBITION 

BOURGEOIS PIGS 
VINNY BURNS 

ROBERT FLEISCHMAN 
GENIUS 

BRAD GILLIS. 

HEAVY WEATHER 
HOUSE OF LORDS 
GARY HUGHES 
JIMUJAMISON 

LOUD N CLEAR 

MAC BETH 

MILLENIUM 

NEXX 

NORWAY 

RAMOS 

THE SIGN 

JOHN TAGLIER! 

TRACY WHITE 

ZION 

DIVINE SYNDROME 
DECAYED REMAINS, 
MERLIN 

TRAILS OF ANGUISH. 
BLAKK TOTEM 

DIVINA ENEMA 

HELIX 

DREAMS OF SANITY 
CAPTOR 

DAWN OF DREAMS 
HASRET 

AETURNUS 

ANCIENT RITES 
CONTROL DENIED 
CRUACHAN 

DIE AREITER 
DISMEMBER 
FORSYMBYOSIS 

GATES OF ISHTAR 
HYPNOSIA 

INFERNAL 

MACABRE 

MERCENARY 
RAVENOUS 
REPUGNANT 

SKYFIRE 

THRONEAEON 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
INFERNAL 

INFERNAL 

PSYHERIA 

MOTLEY CRUE 

THE PROJECT HATE 
SOILENT GREEN/EYEHATEGOD 
ATTACK 

KEVIN GILBERT 
IRONWARE 

THE JELLY JAM 
MAGELLAN 
MULLMUZZLER 

PALLAS: 

PLATYPUS 

SECOND NATURE 
SILENT FORCE 

STAR ONE 

THRESHOLD 

VANDEN PLAS 

VANDEN PLAS 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
GUNS N' ROSES 

s 
A PERFECT CIRCLE 
SALEM 

PARADISE LOST 
AD INFERNA 
BLACK ABYSS 
DIES ATER 

THE DREAMSIDE 
EISREGEN 
FUNEBRIS 

GRAVE FLOWERS 
RIVER OF CHANGE 
ROSSOMAHAAR 
TAROT'S MYST 
VOICES OF DECAY 
CHASTAIN 
SOUTHERN GENTLEMEN 
ZANISTER 
‘ARABESQUE 
JAMES BYRD 
EMPIRE 

TORBEN ENEVOLDSEN 
BRUCE GAITSCH 
MATTSSON 
ANAND MAHANGOE 
PROJECT ALCAZAR 
TAKARA 

TAKARA 
ABSCESS/DERANGED 
ETERNAL GRAY 
LUCIFERION 
VANISHING POINT 
AVERSE SEFIRA 
COMPOS MENTIS 
PESSIMIST 
AZEAZERON 
DEVIL'S CROWN 
FATAL EMBRACE 
FRETERNIA 
ISENGARD 
PERSUADER 
EMBRAZE 
KALIBAN 
NINNUAM 
REVEREND BIZZARRE 
DEVISER 

OCEANS OF SADNESS 
PANCHRYSIA 
TWELFTH OF NEVER 
MAGELLAN 

TILES 

MURDER WEAPON 
KELLY KEELING 
KRUX 

HORIZON 

LION'S SHARE 
MERCYFUL FATE 
STONER KINGS 


Metal Forecast 


Redemption (re) 

10th Anniversary (PLP) 
Erupted Evil (re) (+) 
2ist Century $0.8. 
debut CD 

new CD 

Freak Show Excess (DVD) 
new CD 

Blown To Pieces 

new CD ~ 
debut CD 

new CD 

Calamity Of Vanities 
new CD 

World In Your Eyes 

EP1 - A Human Into Dreams World 
new CD 

new CD 

The Power And The Myth 
King Arthur's... - Rock Opera Pt. 1/2 
Empires (+) 
Disconnected 

new CD 

Long Live Rock'n Roll 
debut CD 

new CD 

new CD 

The Second Coming 
new CD 

new CD 

debut cD 

Pulsatory Paradign 
Moonlight 

new CO 

Abhorrence (re) 

The Secret Place 
Under Phoenix Phenomenon 
Stand 

The Game 

Alien Six 

Eidolon 

Sokaklarin Sesi 

Under The Eternal Blackened Sky (EP) 
Live (VHS/DVD) 

When Machine And Man Collide 
new CD 

Lieve Hass Krieg 

new DVD 

The Fluid €P 

Dawn Of Flames/At Dusk And Forever(+) 
new CD 

new CD 

Murder Metal 

Everblack 

Apocalyptic Paranoia 
new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

Tribute To BATHORY 
Hellstorms 

‘Summon Forth The Beast (MCD) 
Embrace The Mutation 
Box Set 

Killing Hellsinki 

split EP 

Deadlocked 

The Shaming Of The... 
Break Out 

new CD 

Impossible Figures 

new CD 

new DVD. 

new CD 

debut CD 

Line Of Attack 

Live CD + DVD 

Wireless - Acoustic Sessions 
Colour Temple (re) (+) 

EP (re) (+) 

Progressive Metal Sampler 
Chinese Democracy 
ReDefine 

new CD 

Collective Demise 
Reflections/Best Of (re) 
Blind Dephts Of The Muse 
Angels Wear Black 

new CD 

new CD 

Lager Leipzig (V) 

new CD 

Solace Me 

debut EP 

Quaerite Lux In Tenebris 
Odyssey 

Ice 

new CD 

Double Your Pleasure 
Symphonica Millennia 
new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

Guitarisma (re) (+) 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

Reasons For A Decade 
Blind In Paradise (re) 

new CD 

split LP 

Kindless 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

Legend Medieval 

Hail Down Deep 
Warchants & Fairytales 
Crownless Majesty 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

debut CD 

new CD 

Running Sore 

Laughing Tears, Crying Smile 
Panchrysia 

debut CD 

Hundred Year Flood 
Window Dressing 
Nervous Wreck EP 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

mew CD 

new CD 


Fadeless 
Fadeless 

Far Beyond Records 
FastLane 

FastLane 

Favored Nations 
Favored Nations 
Favored Nations 
Fearsome Records 
Forever Underground 


Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 
Frontiers/Now & Then UK 


Frowz Productions 
Great White North 
Great White North 
Great White North 
GWN Sweden 

GWN Sweden 

H&S 

Hall Of Sermon EUR 
Hammer Muzik 
Hammer Muzik 
Hammer Muzik 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Harmmerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hammerheart 
Hellspawn 

Hellspawn 

Heretic Sound 
Hip-O/UME 

Horns Up Records 
Incision 

insideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

InsideOut 

Interscope 

J Records/BMG 
Jive/Zomba 
KMG/system Shock 
Koch 

Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Last Episode Germany 
Leviathan 

Leviathan 

Leviathan 

Lion Music 

Lion Music 

Lion Music 

Lion Music 

Lion Music 

Lion Music 

Lion Music 

Lion Music 

Lion Music 

Lion Music 

Listenable France 
listenable France 
listenable France 
LMP. 

Lost Disciple 

Lost Disciple 

Lost Disciple 

Loud N' Proud 

Loud N' Proud 

Loud N' Proud 

Loud N' Proud 

Loud N' Proud 

Loud N’ Proud 

Low Frequency Sweden 
Low Frequency Sweden 
Low Frequency Sweden 
Low Frequency Sweden 
LSP. 

Use. 

Usp. 

Lure Of Lorelei 
‘Magna Carta 

‘Magna Carta 

Martyr 

Mascot 

Mascot 

Massacre 

Massacre 

Massacre 

Massacre 


Oct 


sum. 


fall 


2004 
2004 


fall 
fall 


Oct 


sum. 
fall 


SUPREME MAJESTY 
‘TERRORWHEEL 
BRUTALITY 
ALLEGIANCE 
ANCIENT 

BLACK DAHLIA MURDER 
BLACKTHORN 
CRIMINAL 

DIVINE DEATH 
JOHN ARTCH 

KING DIAMOND 
MANOWAR 
VEHEMENCE 

SIX FEET UNDER 
RAGING STORM 
ANASARCA 
BEHEADED 
NEPHASTH 
PANZERCHRIST 
DHG 

KHOLD 

ASHES YOU LEAVE 
EVIL INCARNATE 
MAINPOINT 
MUCUPURULENT 
VIRULENCE 
VOMITORIAL CORPULENCE 
DARK QUARTERER 
PROMISED LIE 
SPITFIRE 

ACT 

AXE 

CIRCLE OF PAIN 
CONFLICT 6 

DARE 

DIVING FOR PEARLS 
DOGFACE 

DRIVEN 

HEAVEN'S EDGE 
IGNITION 
RIVERDOGS 
SINAKES IN PARADISE 
STEELHOUSE LANE 
V33 

MAMMOTH VOLUME 
THE SABIANS 
ABIGOR 

THE SINS OF THY BELOVED 
DARGAARD 
EISHEILIG 
FALKENBACH 
FORLORN 

GOLDEN DAWN 
HOLLENTHON 

ICE AGES 

LACRIMAS PROFUNDERE 
OBTAINED ENSLAVEMENT 
O1YG 

SETHERIAL 
THIRDMOON 
SUMMON 
TRISTANIA 
VINTERSORG 
VINTERSORG 
WELENBRAND 

HA LELA 

JAGUAR 

LoRD 

RAGNAROK (UK) 
SHY 

CADAVERIZER 
CEPHALIC CARNAGE 
DEFYANCE 

EMPYRIA 

HATE FOREST 
APOTHEOSIS 

DARK FUNERAL 
HYPOCRITE 
LOBOTOMY 

MORK GRYNING. 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
WOLF 

WYVERN 
MEZARKABUL 
SISTHEMA, 

VIRGIN STEELE 
AGATHODAIMON 
CIVIL DEFIANCE 
DESTRUCTION 
DISSECTION 
GARDENIAN 
HYPOCRISY 
IMPULSE MANSLAUGHTER 
IN FLAMES 

NO RETURN 
PEGAZUS 

PEGAZUS 

PRIMAL FEAR 
STRATOVARIUS 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
DIABOLIC 

SOLITUDE AETURNUS 
ABOMINATOR 
ANTAEUS 

AXIS OF ADVANCE 
DETONATION 
EXCITER 
EXMORTEM 
IMPALED NAZARENE 
INHUME 

RAVAGER 

VITAL REMAINS 
CALLENISH CIRCLE 
EVEN VAST 
ABANDON 

MIST 

NARACUS 
AKERCOCKE 
MORTICIAN 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 
WRAITH 
BETHLEHEM 
ALLTHAT REMAINS, 
BLESSING THE HOGS 
‘CANNAE 

HIMSA 

THESYRE 
GOATSBLOOD . 
MISTRESS 

TEEN CTHULHU 
UNDERLORD 
ABAZAGORATH 
BETHLEHEM 

EIBON 

FOREST OF IMPALED. 
GORELORD/WURDULAK 


new CD 

new CD 

From The Ashes 
Hymns Of Blood 
new CD 
Unhallowed 

new CD 

new CD 

debut cD 

A Twist Of Fate 

‘The Puppet Master 
Hell On Earth Pt, 2 (V/DVD) 
new CD 

new CD 

Raging Storm 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new EP 

new CD 

Waiting For His Return 


Heaveri/earth 
new CD 


A Conflict Scenario 

Insalubrious Collagery Of Pernicious 
Violence 

Episode Il: Danger Zone 

Heroes In The Storm (+) 

new CD 

The Crown 


new CD 

Middle American Tragedy 
Belief 

new CD 

new CD 

Self inflicted 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

The Early Years 

Beauty For Ashes 

new CD 

new CD/DVD 

new CD 

new CD 

Magni Blandinn Ok Megintiri 
new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

Blood Forsaken 

The Blood Runs Black 
new DVD 

Best Of (DVD) 

The Focusing Blur 

new CD 

Pabudimas 

Run Ragged 

Behind The Curtain Of Darkness 
Beloved Of The Raven God 
Unfinished Business 


Beneath The Columns Of Abandoned Gods 


Split CD w/ANAL BLAST 
Transitional Forms 

The Legacy 

Scythia (re) 

Farthest From The Sun 
new live CD 

Edge Of Existence 
Dislocated in Emptiness 
Pieces Of An Expressionistic Avantgardism 
Where We Go Others Can Only Follow 
new CD 

No Defiance Of Fate 

Unspoken 

The Fourth Discontinuity 

live CD 

new CD. 

Circus Of Fear 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

Live And Plugged (OVD) 

new CD 

new EP 

new CD 

new CD 

new VHS/DVD 

The History Of Fear (OVD) 

Elements Part Il 

Tribute To ABBA 

new CD 


Massacre 
Massacre 
Megga Rabbit Records 
Mercenary Musik 
Metal Blade 
Metal Blade 
Metal Blade 
Metal Blade 
Metal Blade 
Metal Blade 
Metal Blade 
Metal Blade 
Metal Blade 
Metal Blade 
Metalfighters 
Mighty Music 
Mighty Music 
‘Mighty Music 
Mighty Music 
Moonfog 
Moonfo% 
Morbi 
Morbid 
Morbid 
Morbid 
Morbid 
Morbid 
MRP Records 
MP. Records 
MP. Records 
MTM Sweden 
MTM Sweden 


‘MTM Sweden 

MIM Sweden, 

MTM Sweden, 

MTM Sweden 

MTM Sweden 

MTM Sweden, 

MTM Sweden, 

MTM Sweden, 

MTM Sweden 

MTM Sweden, 

MTM Sweden. 

MTM Sweden 

The Music Cartel 
The Music Cartel 
Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm: 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm. 

Napalm 

Napalm 

Napalm. 

Napalm. 

Napalm. 

Neat Metal UK 
Neat Metal UK 
Neat Metal UK 
Neat Metal UK 
Neat Metal UK 
Necroharmonic 
Nightfall 
Nightmare 
Nightmare 

Noble Wolves Records 
Nocturnal Art Norway 
No Fashion Sweden 
No Fashion Sweden 
No Fashion Sweden 
No Fashion Sweden 
No Fashion Sweden 
No Fashion Sweden 
No Fashion Sweden 
Noise 

Noise 

Noise 

Nuclear Blast. 
Nuclear Blast. 
Nuclear Blast 
Nuclear Blast. 
Nuclear Blast. 
Nuclear Blast 
Nuclear Blast. 


Nuclear Blast Germany 


Nuclear Blast 
Nuclear Blast 
Nuclear Blast 
Nuclear Blast 
Nuclear Blast 
Nuclear Blast 


Olympic/Century Media 


new CD Olympic/Century Media 


Cascading Carnage 

De Principif Evangelikum 

debut CD 

‘An Epic Defiance 

new CD 

Pestilence Empire 

new CD 

new CD 

Naxzgul Rising 

Black Mass/Excrutiating Pain (re) 
Drift Of Empathy (re) (+) 
Outsleeping 

new CD 

Ashes To Ashes, Dust To Dust 
debut CD 

Choronzon 

The Final Bloodbath Session 
Tribute To DREAM THEATER 
Tribute To JEFF BECK 

Tribute To CARLOS SANTANA 
Tribute To FRANK ZAPPA 

Dark Gifts 

Maschinensatan 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

new CD 

debut cD 

new CD 

Mistress 

Ride The Blade 

Rise Of The Ancient Kings 

The Spirit Of Hate For Mankind EP 
Schatten aus der Alexander Welt 
debut cD 

Forward The Spears 

Creature Feature Part Two + (DVD) 


Osmose Productions 
Osmose Productions 
‘Osmose Productions 
‘Osmose Productions 
Osmose Productions 
‘Osmose Productions 
‘Osmose Productions 
‘Osmose Productions 
‘Osmose Productions 
Osmose Productions 
Painkiller 

Painkiller 

Pavement 

Pavement 

Pavement 

Peaceville UK 

Primitive Recordings 
Progressive Arts Media 
Progressive Arts Media 
Progressive Arts Media 
Progressive Arts Media 
Progressive Arts Media 
Prophecy Productions 
Prosthetic 

Prosthetic 

Prosthetic 

Prosthetic 

Radicart 

Rage Of Achilles UK 
Rage Of Achilles USA 
Rage Of Achilles USA 
Rage Of Achilles USA 
Red Stream 

Red Stream 

Red Stream 

Red Stream 

Red Stream 


HIDDEN Spectral Magnitude Red Stream CRYHAVOC new CD Spinefarm Finland 
NIGHTMARE LODGE Tentacled Red Stream sum. FULL STRIKE new CD Spitfire Europe 
SEAR BLISS Grand Destiny (re) Red Stream TESTAMENT new CD Spitfire 
SEAR BLISS Forsaken Symphony Red Stream Sept BLAZE new CD SPV 
SKEPTICISM Stormcrowfleet Red Stream HARMFUL debut CD SPV 
DIMENSION ZERO This Is Hell Regain KREATOR Live Kreation (Revisioned Glory) + DVD SPV 
IN AETURNUM new CD Regain LIFE OF AGONY Live CD/DVD SPV/Steamhammer | 
LORD BELIAL new CD Regain THE REIGN OF TERROR Look Behind SPV 
RAGNAROK In Nomine Satanas Regain ROUGH SILK End Of infinity SPV 
AGORAPHOBIC NOSEBLEED Altered States Of America (3” CD) Relapse SAGA Live (DVD) SPV 
ALCHEMIST Austral Alien Relapse fall SAVATAGE Stories SPV 
AMORPHIS Chapters (+DVD) Relapse SAXON Solid Ball Of Rock (re) (+) SPV 
BENUMB By Means Of Upheaval Relapse SAXON Forever Free (re) (+) SPV 
BREACH Venom Relapse SEPULTURA Revolusongs EP SPV 
CONTRASTIC new CD Relepse fall) U,D0, new CD SPV 
EXHUMED Platters Of Splatter.../ 1992 - 2002 Relapse UDO. new DVD SPV 
EXHUMED Anatomy Is Destiny Relapse ‘COMPANY OF SNAKES. Burst The Bubble Steamhammer 
HEMDALE/EXHUMED In The Name Of Gore Relapse fall DEMONS & WIZARDS new CD Steamhammer 
HUMAN REMAINS. Using Sickness As A Hero (re +) Relapse METAL CHURCH new CD Steamhammer 
LOsT SOUL new CD Relapse ULIJON ROTH Sky Of Avalon (re) Steamhammer 
MASONNA new CD Relapse SAVATAGE Best OF Steamhammer 
MORGION new CD Relapse SAXON Dogs Of War (re) Steamhammer 
NOMINON new CD Relapse SAXON Unleash The Beast (re) Steamhammer 
PAIN JERK new CD Relapse SODOM new DVD Steamhammer 
UPHILL BATTLE new CD Relapse VIRGO new CD Steamhammer 
VARIOUS ARTISTS. In These Black Days Relapse LIFE BEYOND Thousand Vision Mist Sweden Rock 
AMOEBA Somnium (DVD) Release LOCOMOTIVE BREATH Heavy Machinery Sweden Rock 
AGORAPHOBIC NOSEBLEED 7" picture disc Reptilian Records SLOW TRAIN Song Of The Day Sweden Rock 
NUNSLAUGHTER Goat Revenge Productions SPEARFISH. ‘Affected By Time Sweden Rock 
DEVILS SUN debut CD Rise Above TWINBALL Remnants Of A Broken Soul Sweden Rock 
GRAND MAGUS, Monument Rise Above SOULDIVIDER Supersound City tath Planet Music 
SALLY new CD Rise Above MONUMENTUM. ‘Ad Nauseam Tatra 
SHALLOW new CD Rise Above spr. MURDER SQUAD Ravenous, Murderous Three Man Recordings 
DOKKEN Best Of (DVD) Sanctuary IMADMEN & SINNERS new CD Toshiba/EMI Japan 
WASP. new CD (2CD) Sanctuary WIDOW Midnight Strikes Tribunal 
DISARMONIA MUNDI new CD Scarlet DEEDS OF FLESH Reduced To Ashes Unique Leader 
INVOCATOR new CD. Scarlet BON JOVI Acoustic/Orchestra (CD/DVD) Universal 
THE PROVENANCE Still At Arms Length Scarlet ENSLAVEMENT OF BEAUTY Traces O' Red Voices Of Wonder Norway 
SORG Enigma Grotesque Scarlet OF THE WIND AND THE MOON Nighttime Nightrhymes Voices Of Wonder Norway 
STORMLORD new CD. Scarlet PARADIGMA The Beckoning Of Lost Light Voices Of Wonder Norway 
BRUTAL PRIDE debut CD Screaming Ferret RAGNAROK Diabolical Age Voices Of Wonder Norway 
DISDAIN Molest The Unfortunate Screaming Ferret STIGMATHEIST It all Ends Today Voices Of Wonder Norway 
MELIAH RAGE Unfinished Business Screaming Ferret TROLL The Last Predators Voices Of Wonder Norway 
AGRESSOR Medieval Rites Season Of Mist THE CHASM Conjuration Of The Spectral Empire Witches Brew 
CULTUS SANGUINE The Sum Of All Fears Season Of Mist COFFIN TEXTS Tomb Of Infinite Ritual wwill 
PENUMBRA new CD Season Of Mist ENFORSAKEN Into The Everblack wwill 
BASTARDSUN new CD Sentinel FOG Disturbing The Balance Of The Spheres wwill 
SACRED RITE Rites Of Passage Vol. 1 & 2 Sentinel Steel VOID OF SILENCE Criteria OV 666 wwill 
NECRONOMICON The Sacred Medicines Skyscraper WHICH HEAVEN Respawning Of The Gods wwill 
UNEXPECT new CD Skyscraper ABADDON INCARNATE new CD Xtreem Music 
QUO VADIS From Sequence To Consequence Skyscraper sum. ARABIA Eternity ZUK 
VARIOUS ARTISTS. Into The Blizzard Vol. 3 Skyscraper BURNING RAIN new CD ZUK 
DARKTHRONE Unholy Trinity (3LP Box) Snapper UK CONTAGIOUS Mule Britannia ZUK 
OPETH Anthology Snapper UK DANNY DANZI Danziland ZUK 
THUNDER Symphony & Stage Snapper UK HUMANIMAL. Find My Way Home EP ZUK 
WASP. The Best Of The Best - 1984-2000 Snapper UK NARO. Glass Mountain ZUK 
OVERSEER debut CD Sony ECLIPSE Eclipse ZUK 
ETERNAL GRIEF new CD Sound Riot NORTHWIND Seasons ZUK 
MINDGRINDER debut CD Sound Riot PROPHET Cycle Of The Moon ZUK 
NIGHTSIDE new CD Sound Riot PUSH new CD ZUK 

sum, PENANCE new CD southern Lord 21 GUNS Demolition ZUK 
THE RAVENOUS Blood Delirium Southern Lord WILD HORSES. new CD. ZUK 
BARATHRUM Saatana Spinefarm Fin 

fall CHARON new CD Spir All dates are tentative and far from stable! To have your record 
THE BLACK LEAGUE Man's Ruin Revisited Spinefarm Finland added to the METAL FORECAST, please email us at bwbk@inforamp.net 


Ta CN ON WOR DRG ee 
NIGHTINGALES Tato the Blizzard... 


Go get some death!! 
Germany's necro-thrashers are ready to Chapter II of the "Canadian Assault" 
invade Canada with their most recent (and series, featuring QUO VADIS, DBC, 
most deadly) album - "Necrodynamic". As ANONYMUS, EIDOLON, DISCIPLES OF 
a special bonus exclusive to this version, POWER, HEAVEN'S CRY, SPELLDOWN, 
NIGHT IN GALES is offering the complete AGGRESSION, BLOOD OF CHRIST, 
"Sylphlike" EP, never before available until NECROTIC MUTATION, WATER DEPTH, 
eae DEVIN TOWNSEND, GHOULUNATICS, 
SOUL OF DARKNESS, MOONLYGHT, 
6/7 (Hammer) FORGOTTEN TALES, MARTYR, 
11/15 (Legacy) RECKON WITH ONE & VULGAR DELI. 


ALSO AVAILABLE FROM SKYSCRAPER 
"Forever..." & 


"Dp Gil NEVENT - Familiarity Breeds Contempt 
jassage in TIME" — SoUL OF DARKNESS - Cry of the Inner Pain 
SPELLDOWN/WATER DEPTH - 2 in 1 re-release "Extracting the Core/ 
V/A - Into the Blizzard... Canadian Assault 


EIDO “EID OLON Blood of ‘Charist 


Finally available in Canada, "Coma Nation" The Purveyors of Epic Dark Metal 
is by far EIDOLON's finest release to date are back! Canada's own BLOOD OF 
and has been considered by many as the CHRIST present their latest offering, 
best Canadian Power Metal album. “As the Rain Gently Falls", a 
Featuring former KING DIAMOND guitarist masterpiece of aggressive, melodic 
Glen Drover and mastered by none other darkness. 
than Andy Larocque, 


4/5 (Metal-Rules.com) 

9/10 (BW&Bk) 80% (thedarkesthours.com) 

8/10 (Unrestrained!) A- (Scene Magazine/Metal Trax) 
As the Ra! 


Distributed in & 
Canada by = 


BR AMsE me Pel CiksS 


Tim Henderson 
1) VOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) 
2) OVER KILL - Killbox 13 (Spitfire) 
3) THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (Earache) 
4) APOCALYPTICA - Reflections (island Mercury) 
5) SOILWORK - Figure Number Five (Nuclear Blast) 
6) EVERGREY ~ Recreation Day (InsideOut) 
7) THE DEVIN TOWNSEND BAND - Accelerated Evolution (InsideOut) 
8) OPETH - Damnation (Music For Nations) 
9) NAGLFAR - Sheol (Century Media) 
10) MARDUK - World Funeral (Regain) 
Brave EmBannassment: THE KOVENANT - S.E.T.I. (Nuclear Blast) 
One rare disgrace on the NB roster. Shameful. 
HaRDiFact: CANDLEMASS -Tales Of Creation (Music For Nations) 
Reaping: Everything's Eventual by Stephen King 


Martin PoPOoFF 


1) YOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) 

2) SOILWORK - Figure Number Five (Nuclear Blast) 

3) BLACK LABEL SOCIETY ~The Blessed Hellride (Spitfire) 

4) STYX = Cyclorama (Sanctuary) 

5) MADDER MORTEM - Deadlands (The End) 

6) THE DEVIN TOWNSEND BAND - Accelerated Evolution (InsideOut) 
7) KATATONIA -Viva Emptiness (Music For Nations) 

8) ANTHRAX -We Have Come For You All (Sanctuary) 

9) NAGLFAR - Sheol (Century Media) 

10) EVERGREY ~ Recreation Day (InsideOut Music America) 
Brave Empannassment: CRADLE OF FILTH ~ Damnation And A Day (sony) 
They're coasting... out of ideas, I'm so over this, 
HanpiFact; WARHORSE ~Warhorse (Vertigo) 

Reaping: Ozzy Osbourne: The Story Of The Ozzy Osbourne Band by Garry 
‘Sharpe-Young (Rockdetector) 


Mark GRomen 
1) CHILDREN OF BODOM - Hate Crew Deathroll (Spinefarm) 
2) CANDLEMASS - Doomed For Live Reunion 2002 (Powerline) 
3) WITHIN TEMPTATION - Live disc from Mother Earth Tour DVD (8MG) 
4) OVER KILL - Killbox 13 (Spitfire) 
5) CAGE - Darker Than Black (Massacre) 
6) OLD MAN'S CHILD - In Defiance Of Existence (Century Media) 
7) DAWN OF RELIC - Lovecraftian Dark (Season Of Mist) 
8) PAGAN’S MIND - Celestial Entrance (5PV) 
9) SINNER - There Will Be Execution (Nuclear Blast) 
10) NECROPHOBIC - Tour EP 2003 (Hammerheart) 
BRaVve EmBaRRassment: THE GATHERING - Souvenirs (The End) 
Who are you and what have you done with The Gathering we know and love? 
HarbiFact: TROUBLE - Run To The Light (Metal Blade) 


AaRon Small 

1) THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (Earache) 

2) THE DEFACED - Karma In Black (Nuclear Blast) 

3) DISSECTION - Live Legacy (Nuclear Blast) 

4) CARNAL FORGE - The More You Suffer (Century Media) 

5) GOD DETHRONED - Into The Lungs Of Hell (Metal Blade) 

6) APOCALYPTICA - Reflections (Island Mercury) 

7) POISONBLACK - Escapexstacy (Century Media) 

8) SIX FEET UNDER - Double Dead Redux (Metal Blade) 

9) CORPORATION 187 - Perfection In Pain (Wicked World/Earache) 
10) RAPTURE - Songs For The Withering (Century Media) 

BRave EmBannassment: THE KOVENANT - Seti (Nuclear Blast) 
Industrial cybertrash that belongs in the garbage dump. 

HanpiFact: CORROSION OF CONFORMITY - Blind (Columbia/Sony) 
Reapina: Lynyrd Skynyrd - Remembering The Free Birds Of Southern Rock 
by Gene Odom with Frank Dorman (8roadway Books) 


CaRL Becai 
1) HELLOWEEN - Rabbit Don't Come Easy (Nuclear Blast) 
2) DEVIN TOWNSEND - Accelerated Evolution (insideOut) 
3) SOILWORK - Figure Number Five (Nuclear Blast) 
4) TIM. STEVENS - Shocka Zooloo (United One Records) 
5) OPETH - Damnation (Music For Nations) 
6) CIRCLE Il CIRCLE - Watching The Silence (AFM) 
7) BLACK LABEL SOCIETY - The Blessed Hellride (Spitfire) 
8) THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (Earache) 
9) ANNIHILATOR - Double Live Annihilation (AFM) 
10) CHILDREN OF BODOM - Hate Crew Deathroll (Spinefarm) 
Brave Empannassment: TRIBUTE TO THE CREATURES OF THE NIGHT 
(Nuclear Bast) KISS your hard earned cash goodbye... 
HanbiFact: AYREON - Inside The Electric Castle (Transmission) 


Brave Picks 


CHRIS BRUNI 


1) CULT OF LUNA -The Beyond (Earache) 
2) KATATONIA - Viva Emptiness (Peaceville) 
3) ENSLAVED - Below The Lights (Osmose) 

4) NECROPHAGIA - The Divine Art Of Torture (Season Of Mist) 

5) DARKTHRONE - Hate Them (The End/Moonfog) 

6) VOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) 

7) CARPATHIAN FOREST - Defending The Throne Of Evil (Season Of Mist) 
8) NICK CAVE AND THE BAD SEEDS - Nocturama (Mute) 

9) THE GATHERING - Souvenirs (The End) 

10) MADDER MORTEM - Deadlands (The End) 

Brave EmBaRRassment: THE KOVENANT - S.E.T.I (Nuclear Blast) 

This sounds immature, juvenile and childish. 

HapDiFact: KATATONIA - Discouraged Ones (Avantgarde) 

Reaping: Everything's Eventual by Stephen King 


| DaViD PERRI 


|) OSI - Office Of Strategic Influence (InsideOut) 

2) KATATONIA - Viva Emptiness (Peaceville) 

3) VOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) 

4) EVERGREY - Recreation Day (InsideOut) 

5) OLD MAN'S CHILD - In Defiance Of Existence (Century Media) 
6) CARNAL FORGE - The More You Suffer (Century Media) 

7) MADDER MORTUM - Deadlands (The End) 

8) EMPEROR - Scattered Ashes (Candlelight) 

9) THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (Earache) 

10) NAIL WITHIN - Nail Within (Listenable/The End) 
BRave EmBanRasament: THE KOVENANT - S.E.T.I. (Nuclear Blast) 
The English language hasn't even devised a way to articulate disasters of 
this magnitude. 

HanpiFact: ENSLAVED - Mardraum (Osmose) 

Reaping: Les Obligations by Jean-Louis Baudouin 


CLa¥ MaRSHaLL 

|) DEREK SHERINIAN - Black Utopia (insideOut) 

2) MASTERPLAN - Masterplan (AFM) 

3) DANKO JONES - Born A Lion (8ad Taste) 

4) ANTHRAX - We've Come For You All (Sanctuary) 

5) SEVEN WITCHES - Passage To The Other Side (Noise) 
6) VOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) 

7) THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (Earache) 

8) AMON AMARTH - Versus The World (Metal Blade) 

9) DIRTY POWER - Dirty Power (Dead Teenager) 

10) BATHORY - Nordland | (The End) 

BRave EmBanRassment: JUDAS PRIEST - Live In London (5PV) 
Sorry, Jayne - you can't deny how inexcusable this is. 
HanpiFact: EXTREME - Ill Sides To Every Story (A8&M) 
Reaping: Into The Wild by Jon Krakauer 


ALLan GRUSie 


1) EVERGREY - Recreation Day (Inside Out) 
2) OLD MANS CHILD - In Defiance Of Existence (Century Media) 
3) THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (Earache) 

4) MASTERPLAN - Masterplan (AFM) 

5) MATTSSON - Power Games (Lion Music) 

6) ANGRA - Rebirth World Tour (Paradoxx) 

7) DEVLIN - Grand Death Opening (Napalm) 

8) SINNER - There Will Be Execution (Nuclear Blast) 

9) SUMMON - And The Blood Runs Black (Moribund) 

10) ANDROMEDA - Il=I (Century Media) 

BRave EmBaRnassment: LACRIMOSA - Echoes (Nuclear Blast) 
Pretty boring - giant yawn! 

HanpiFact: TESTAMENT - Souls Of Black (Megaforce) 


Jasin MaRk 


1) DIRTY POWER - Dirty Power (Dead Teenager) 
2) INNER FEAR - Scars That Bind (independent) 
3) STRAPPING YOUNG LAD - SYL (century Media) 
3) THE GATHERING - Black Light District (Psychonaut) 
4) OPETH - Deliverance (Koch) 
5) OPETH - Damnation (Koch) 
6) THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (Nuclear Blast) 
7) CIRCLE OF NERO - Stigmata (Independent) 
8) BLACK LABEL SOCIETY - The Blessed Hellride (spitfire) 
9) EVERGREY - Recreation Day (insideOut) 
10) DREAM EVIL - Evilized (Century Media) 
| Hanpiract: THE GATHERING - Almost A Dance (Psychonaut) 


ee al 


What's been polluting oul 


_ ALEX §. JOHNSON 


1) AESMA DAEVA - The Eros Of Frigid Beauty (Root OfAll 
2) CORPORATION 187 - Perfection In Pain (Wicked World/E¢ 
3) THE HAUNTED - One Kill Wonder (Earache) 

4) ASGAROTH - Red Shift (Peaceville) 

5) LIQUID SOUND COMPANY - Inside The Acid Temple ( 
6) UNEARTHLY - Infernum - Prelude To A New Rein (Crash) 
7). SOLACE - 13 (Meteor City) 

8) AMON AMARTH - Versus The World (Century Media) 
9) ASGAARD - XIII Voltum Lunae (Metal Mind) 

10) CELLDWELLER - Eponymous (Esion Media) 
HanpiFact: GODFLESH - Streetcleaner (Earache) 


ReapinG: Guide by Dennis Cooper 


Tim WadZinski 


1) KEN TAMPLIN & FRIENDS - Wake The Nations (Songhaus! 
2) RA - From One (Republic/Universal) 

3) LYNCH MOB - REvolution (Deadline) . 
4) THE DONNAS - Spend The Night (Atlantic) 

5) POISONBLACK - Escapexstacy (Century Media) 

6) VOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) 

7) SINNER - There Will Be Execution (Nuclear Blast) 

8) STRATOVARIUS - Elements Pt. | (Nuclear Blast) 

9) RANDY COVEN - Witch Way (Lion) 

10) ZANDELLE - Twilight On Humanity (iM?) \ 


| Brave Empanrassment: JUDAS PRIEST - Live In London (SPV) 


Should've named this unnecessary thing “Regurgitator,” eh? 
HanpiFact: KILLER DWARFS - Stand Tall (Bullseye Canada) 
Reaping: Recorded History by Derek McDonald (Emperor Multimedia) 


dackie SHoRt ] 
1) THE DEVIN TOWNSEND BAND - Accelerated Evolution (insideout) 
2) BLACK LABEL SOCIETY ~The Blessed Hellride (Spitfire) 

3) SOILWORK ~ Figure Number Five (Nuclear Blast) : 
4) OVER KILL - Killbox 13 (Spitfire) 

5) KATATONIA - Viva Emptiness (Music For Nations) 
6) THE HAUNTED -~ One Kill Wonder (Earache) 
7) VOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) | 
8) EVERGREY ~ Recreation Day (InsideOut) 
9) NAGLFAR ~ Sheol (Century Media) 

10) STYX = Cyclorama (Sanctuary) 

HanpiFact: AC/DC - High Voltage (Alberts) 

STILL Reapino: SHAKEY - Neil Young's Biography by Jimmy McDoi 


Hucues LaFLamme (Brave PiLGRiM) 


1) PAGAN’S MIND - Celestial Entrance (LMP/SPY) 
2) EVERGREY - Recreation Day (InsideOut) | 
3) VOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) 

4) TIME REQUIEM -Time Requiem (Regain) 

5) ARENA - Contagion (Verglas/SPV) 

6) CHILDREN OF BODOM - Hate Crew Deathroll (Spinefarm) 
7) EXHIBITION - The Sign Of Tomorrow (LMP/SPV) 

8) OVER KILL - Killbox 13 (Spitfire) 

9) GALLOGLASS - Legends From Now And Nevermore (LM2/S 
10) THE FLOWER KINGS - Unfold The Future (InsideOut) 
Brave EmBaRRassment: LYNCH MOB - Revolution (Deadline) 1 
Pointless new versions of songs that nobody needs to hear again! | 
HanviFact: VOIVOD - Killing Technology (Noise) 

Reaping: ROSSLYN by Tim Wallace-Murphy & Marilyn Hopkins 


Ancie Aue 
1) OSI - Office Of Strategic Influence (Inside Out) 
2) PAGAN’S MIND - Celestial Entrance (LMP/SPV) 
3) APOCALYPTICA - Reflections (Island Mercury) 
4) AMON AMARTH - Versus The World (Metal Blade) 
5) STRAPPING YOUNG LAD - SYL (Century Media) 
} 6) MARDUK - World Funeral (Regain) 
7) LIVA - Requiem (stoke) 
8) OVER KILL - Killbox 13 (Spitfire) 
| 9) CHILDREN OF BODOM - Hate Crew Deathroll (Spinefarm) 
10) VOIVOD - Voivod (Chophouse) 
i Brave EmBannassment: DREAM EVIL - Evilized (CenturyMedia) 
Better than their last CD, but then that’s not saying much. 
HarviFact: APOCALYPTICA - Plays Metallica by Four Cellos | 
Reabine: The 12th Planet by Zecharia Sitchin 
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Thursday June 26 2003 
CAFE CAMPUS 


WWW.BRAVECONCERTS.COM 
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Saturday September 6 2003 
MEDLEY 
ALL AGES!! 


after the 
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THE END RECORDS 
PRESENTS fi a 


4 


ENLARDUIN een 


yORiD FUNERAL 


wep tise metal band steps 

again to) further prove that 

“their dark creativity remains intact and 

their musical fei LiLamn xe 1s as shining as ever. 

i With. “world Funeral, “the band once again takes 

” their extreme MUSIC” another step forward with 11 
incredible Songs; €ach one characterized by 

the ee “hunger and ferocious motivation 


{ ti Ss aoe » 
FEN <3 El 4 


DARKTHRONE™ 


"HATE THEN) |!) 


The Tenth opus by this el Me . ( F \ 
Black Metal Band. ok i \ 
“Hate Them” features 7 SOngS \ 
that\once again) revive the. tao) \ ’ 
underground Norwegian count \ 


In Association with Moontog Production = 


| : 


3 


Also available: 
LS Lhe Madder Mortem - "Deadlands” Opus Atlantica - ST 


Crd ecords Karmakanic - "Entering The Spectra” Time Requiem - ST 
KG AS} 


www.theendrecords.com | p:801-355-0963 | £:801-355-3091 
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~ 
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NPR116 CD 


NPR 117° CD 


GOLDEN DAWN 
“The Art of Dreaming” 


Re-release of GOLDEN DAWN's 
classic debut album, remastered, 
emixed, and showcasing new artwork. 


OUT NOW! 


iS 
SUMMONING 


- : DEVLIN 
Se wANGrand Death Opening» 
- = Enchanting and bombastic 
Swedish Metal! 


Out Now! 


"NPR 115 CD 


NPR 114 CD 


LACRIMAS PROFUNDERE 
“Fall, | Will Follow” 
An unforgettable voyage 
through the tragic realm of 
Gothic Rock! 


Out Now! 


NPR IIT CO 


"Visions from 


VISIT OUR ONLINE STORE WITH MORE THAN 7000 
METAL AND GOTHIC CDS, SHIRTS, VINYLS, DVDS, AND RARE COLLECTOR'S ITEMS: 


www.napalmrecords.com 


DOWNLOAD 
NAPALM TITLES AT: 


NAVARRE 


one: 1.800.728.4000 


Phi 
yp Fa x:763:535°347,0), 
Www-navarre:com 


Phone: 514.738.4600 
Fax: 514.737.9780 
Wwww.fusion3.com 


DISTRIBUTION 


"A New Dimension of Might" CD, NPR 108 


“Carnage in Worlds Beyond” CD, NPR 113 


sR 4 
‘ FOREORN “Hybernation" 
Cold and epic Norwegian Black Metal 
with frost-ridden melodies from the 
northern tundra! 


OUT NOW! 


ALSO OUT NOW: 
TRAIL OF TEARS 


ENTHRONED 


VINTERSORG 
the Spiral Generator" CD, NPR 107 


NAPALM RECORDS 
P.O.Box 1983 = 
Port Townsend “7; 
WA 98368, USA 

Ph: 360.385.5312 7a 
Fax: 360.385.5312 NAPALI 

_ orders@napalmusa.com 
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CULT Or LUNA 
* THE BEYOND 


yh, The Smell OfRain 
einni ng for Mortiish.". F 
-Outburn 


. ‘by Lustmord, 
id Raven 


A Order direct: WWW, F2"=S75 COM 
: 1-866-GOT-MOSH Log ON or Fuck OFF. 


MET al sLave RECORDS INC. eresentrs 


Thigh . = al 
o * os 
TOURNIQUET 


Where Moth and Rust Destroy 
¥ileventh release from the most Success: | 
ful, long standing Christian metal band in 
the U.S. Featuring erformances wit! 
Marty Freidman (Megadeath) & Bruce 
franklin (Trouble). 


In Stores 04.01.03 


THE HEAVILS 


‘The Heavils 


‘The HEAVIL-ution is upon us! ‘The HEAV- 
ILS sound is an eclectic mix that fuses ele- 

ments of classic Primus, Helmet and, at 
times, even the B-52 s, while 


still remaining purely original. 


In Stores 04.01.03 


© 2003 METAL BLADE RECORDS INC. 


J - For a free catalog write to: Metal Blade Me 
> 07M rohandise 4025 E. Chandler Blvd. PMB 70. 
Or visit us on-line at: seit a me | ae 


: fhe. 


m DEF seis 


MMU BORGIR 


MEMBERS GALDER (VocaLs/GuITARs/BAss) 
‘WD DRUMMER SNICHOLAS BARKER 


(also. EX- “CRADLE Or FittH) 
eS : 


...A GUILTY PLEASURE 


. 
FROM PRODUCER, GUITARIST & KEYBOARDIST 
FRrepRIK NORDSTROM AND 
- Snowy Snaw 
(kinc Diamonp, Mercyruie Fai 
» Niktas Isrevpt 
(Turone or CuAos, HAMMERFALL) 
Gus G (Mystic Foxce, Firewinp) 


has Ab ali | 


THE GATHERING RAPTURE ...AND OCEANS POISONBLACK THRONE OF CHAOS 
In Motion Songs For The Withering The Dynamic Gallery Of Thoughts/ Escaplxstacy Pervertigo 
Pa ‘The Symmetry Of 1 The Circle OF 0 thi . A . ioc ih rf 
: ee ite ond @ newest musical Hoh Stitedding with meliow, 
The band's first DVD release oulidt Dark, Cepressive. melancholic music speciALLY PRICED 2-DISC LIMITED EDITION endeavor by SENTENCED Gppeemiemoments auamented 
from their best years esd VERT hese:kinnwth malodic doom The band’s first 2 full-length albums Yocalist Ville Laihiala, j bi ing Keyboards and a 
separate shows and merchants who have often been with 8 bonus tracks totaling over thm section. 
videos all for a spa ice. |scompared to Opeth and Katatonia Augie dati ‘e 
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AVAILABLE [AT STORES OR ORDER ONLINE AT WWW.CENTURYMEDIA.COM on CALL TOLL-FREE AT (800) 250- 4600 ol 
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